
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
June 1, 2015 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
In the book of Ecclesiastes, we read that “for everything there is a season, and a time for 
every matter under heaven.”  A time to be born, and a time to die.  A time to sow, and a time 
to reap.  A time to seek, and a time to lose.  One of life’s greatest challenges is seeking to 
keep our lives in sync with God’s sense of timing. 
 
Seven years ago, you extended to me a call to become your pastor, taking a risk on—of all 
things!—a Baptist preacher from Texas, by way of Iowa.  Over the course of these seven 
years, it has been a great joy and privilege to minister among you, to lead you in worship 
week in and week out, to preach and teach the Word, to share in times of both celebration 
and sadness, to see the congregation grow in numbers and in faithfulness, as we have 
sought new ways to live out God’s mission in the world.  Our time together has certainly 
been one of tremendous growth and fulfillment and blessing for me, and I hope for you in 
some small way as well. 
 
This past weekend, a congregation in Des Moines, Iowa—Central Presbyterian Church—
extended to me the call to become its next pastor.  I am drawn to Central for the very same 
reasons I was first drawn to Overbrook: its rootedness in history, its inclusive spirit, its 
integrity in worship and music, its commitment to social justice, its desire to love God with 
both hearts and minds.  And after much prayer and discernment, I have decided to accept 
their call, believing that this is the place where I can best fulfill my vocation in ministry in the 
coming years.  Gabriele has also been offered a full-time teaching position in Des Moines, 
which makes this move back to Iowa a very appealing one for our family.   
 
I have already shared this news with the Session, and announced that I am resigning as your 
pastor, effective August 10, 2015.  My last Sunday with you will be July 12. 
 
On a personal note, I must tell you that my family’s excitement about returning to Iowa and 
the new opportunities awaiting us there is mixed with profound grief at the prospect of 
leaving a church and a community that we dearly love.  It is impossible to convey to you how 
much all of you mean to us.  We have been on the receiving end of your hospitality and care 
and friendship in so many ways.  With you, Gabriele and I celebrated the birth and baptism 
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of our daughter, Sophie.  For her and Lena both, this is the only church that they have ever 
really known, and I am quite sure they will never know another church quite like Overbrook.  
You all are truly extraordinary.  And we are so grateful to have been able to share these 
seven years together with you. 
 
The next few weeks will be important ones, as we seek appropriate closure, and as you 
begin to make plans to continue the vital ministry of Overbrook Presbyterian Church.  
Overbrook is an exceptional church, with an exceptional staff and exceptional lay 
leadership, and I have no doubt it will have no trouble finding an exceptional pastor to lead 
it in the next chapter of its life.  May the God who is faithful in all times and all seasons hold 
us during this time of transition ahead. 
 
 

Grace & Peace— 
 
 
 
The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar 

 
 


