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Last week, the Stewardship committee and the session sent a letter asking each person in the church to consider their giving for the coming year. Information on how
to return your financial commitment to the church is outlined in the box below. I
encourage you to prayerfully consider your giving for the coming year.
As you discern your yearly commitment, I want to take a moment to highlight the
incredible generosity of this church for this past year. As we look ahead, it is right
and good to be proud of what we have accomplished as the church.
 We, as the church, have raised $90,000 for our emergency fund. These gifts have
subsidized housing payments, bought food and medication, and supplied transportation to those in need. These gifts have alleviated anxiety, saved people from possible eviction, and have provided a lifeline in an insecure moment.
 We, as the church, have supplemented the compensation of our soloists and preschool teacher with an extra $29,000 to secure them in a difficult moment. These
leaders in our church were supported and cared for by this church when the world
turned upside down.
 We, as the church, have invested $25,000 in new audio and live-streaming technology to serve our community and their needs better. We are now in a better place to
provide worship opportunities to our community, both near and far. Our outreach
can now continue to grow.
 We, as the church, have invested over $65,000 to maintain the historic beauty of
the building. The building will continue to serve as a beacon of goodness in our
neighborhood.
 We, as the church, have invested $7,500 with the United Bank of Philadelphia, the
only black-owned bank in Philadelphia, so that they can continue to provide vital
banking services to historically underrepresented groups in the city.
 We, as the church, continue to exceed our giving forecasts for 2020. The boldness
with which you all give is uncommon in this world.

A pandemic forced us to remain at home, but it has not caused us to stay stagnant.
We remain the church of Christ, active and engaged in the world. It is by your consistent generosity that we will continue Christ’s work in 2021.
With gratitude,
Adam

Support during these difficult times
Prayer and Care Team Invitations
The Prayer and Care team invites you to allow us...
...to serve you! If you are in need of food assistance during these challenging times, due to medical precautions
or financial need, please know that we will gladly deliver Prayer and Care groceries to your home. Each bag contains
meal support for 3-4 days and includes fresh produce, meat and dairy products, as well as canned and packaged
foods. Deliveries can be scheduled weekly, twice a month, or occasionally, as needed. For those who prefer to make
their own food selections, grocery cards can be provided. Doorstep deliveries are made each Thursday, between 1:152:30 PM. Since March, approximately 280 household deliveries of groceries, and shopping cards have been prayerfully
made...each a gift, freely given. The Prayer and Care ministry is supported by the Emergency Fund.
...to welcome you! If you are looking for an area of personal ministry during this time of separation, please know that
the Prayer and Care Team welcomes you to serve with us! Following CDC guidelines, we offer independent, or small
cluster (2-3 persons) volunteer opportunities. Independent opportunities include: telephone scheduling, driving, shopping, and offering prayer for our recipients and volunteers.. Small clusters of volunteers stock the kitchen each Tuesday
and pack the bags on Thursday.
If you would like to receive a delivery, or make a delivery possible for others, please contact Sharon Parker
(sparker614@gmail.com; home:267-292-5628). Currently, the Prayer and Care Team is welcoming contributions of garden produce and reusable market bags. If you have bags or produce to share with us, please contact Sharon
(sparker614@gmail.com) or Karen Wong (testawong@gmail.com), and we'll be happy to arrange for pick-up.
Blessings to all...
The Prayer and Care Team

Emergency Fund
An Emergency Fund has been established to respond to the acute financial needs of members
of our community. Within the first couple of weeks, the fund has been able to help defray the
costs of rent, car repairs, utility bills and other essential living expenses. A committee has been
established to administer this fund. Those members include: Nancy Gilhool, Will Schick, Herb
Brabham, Sharon Parker and Bill Baker, as well as Pastor Adam Hearlson.
To reach the Emergency Fund, a special email has been established: emergencyfund@overbrookpresb.org
You can also call the main church number 215-877-2744 to leave a message to be returned, or contact any member directly.

OPC Deacons
Overbrook’s Deacons are a remarkable team who minister in myriad ways. The Deacons are making telephone rounds to
ensure contact is made with every member of the community and to check in on any prayer or other needs. They help
the sick, the home-bound, the grieving. They celebrate milestones and birthdays. Please reach out for prayer requests or
any other question or concern. deacons@overbrookpresb.org or Terri Hunter, teresahunter42@gmail.com or by phone,
484-684-0247.
Spiritual Support
Pastor Adam Hearlson is available via phone, email and Zoom for “face to face” conversations during this challenging
time. His email is adam@overbrookpresb.org, or you can reach out via the church phone 215-877-2744 and he will return the message.
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Worship and Music
A call to Advent from the Worship & Music Committee
Everyone who has ever participated in Advent at Overbrook Presbyterian Church knows that
this sacred season of anticipating and waiting for the birth of Jesus is an extraordinary time here.
Although life is very different in this season of the coronavirus, Advent for Overbrook will not be
diminished. The goal of the Worship and Music Committee is to provide for all members of the
Overbrook community an Advent experience that is as rich and fulfilling as the Advents we have
loved in the past. The challenge is to plan Advent in such a way that we can all be together—separately.

Together but separately?
Please mark your calendar:


Sunday, November 29, Advent I - The first candle on the Advent Wreath, the candle of hope, will be lighted.



Sunday, December 6, Advent II - Messiah Sing! The second candle on the Advent Wreath, the candle of peace, will be
lighted.



Sunday, December 13, Advent III - The Greening of our homes. The third candle on the Advent Wreath, the candle of
joy, will be lighted.



Sunday, December 20, Advent IV - The fourth candle on the Advent Wreath, the candle of love, will be lighted.



Thursday, December 24, Christmas Eve - Lessons and Carols at 9:00 p.m. The Christ candle on the Advent Wreath will
be lighted. (Don’t forget to check out Christian Ed’s plans for the younger set earlier in the day.)

How can we do all these things together while separate? The Worship and Music Committee is assembling Advent
Bags for every household that participates in the work of Overbrook—members, regular attenders, friends. Each Advent
bag will hold all the “stuff” you need to do in your home separately what we otherwise would have done in church together.
Your bag will contain :
 An Advent Devotional for your use during the entire month of Advent.
 An Advent wreath frame with four candles and instructions to assemble the Advent
wreath. There will also be an explanation of the many greens and herbs we use to decorate Advent wreaths which you may choose to use, or not, to assemble your wreath.
Then, when we light each Advent candle during worship, you can light yours at home as
well. Together but separately.
 A kit with all the materials to make four Chrismons. Chrismon means Christ’s monAdvent in a Bag
ogram, and Chrismons are Christmas ornaments that are symbols of Christ and are made
with gold and white materials. There will be detailed instructions on how to make
Chrismons and basic materials to make them. The four Chrismon patterns you will receive are the anchor representing hope, the dove representing peace, the cross representing joy, and the heart representing love. These correspond with the four Sundays of Advent. On the third Sunday of Advent when we “Green our homes,” you can add the
Chrismons to your tree. Greening our homes will be a little different from the Service for
the Hanging of the Greens which we did last year, but we all have been decorating our homes for Christmas
much longer than we have been decorating our church. We can do this.
 Finally, the Advent bag will have one vigil candle. (I just learned that the white candle we light and hold in
the darkness of the sanctuary when we sing Silent Night on Christmas Eve is called a vigil candle.) Light the
vigil candle during the service of Lessons and Carols on Christmas Eve.
Yes, together but separately.
Page 3

Overbrook Presbyterian Church

Worship and Music (Cont’d)
Together and together! A Live Nativity!
Peter Seidel, Max Mason, and Mimi Winkler have designed and will lead the
construction of a new Nativity Scene for Overbrook which will be set up in the
parking lot. Materials to build the stable are on site. Max Mason will oversee
the design and construction of the Nativity figures which will be present in the
stable throughout Advent. Then, on Christmas Eve Day, from noon until 6:00
p.m., the life-like figures created by Max will step aside to permit real life people and animals to fill the stable.
Weather and coronavirus permitting, visitors will be able to view the Nativity
Scene with the live animals which probably will not object to being petted or
posing for pictures.
We recognize that we all have a need to be together. We believe this opportunity will permit those of us who are able to
see each other—masked and socially distanced and outside—on Christmas Eve.
PLEASE WATCH FOR other announcements about Advent and Christmas. Christian Ed will separately address their
plans. The Congregational Life Committee will address the making of gingerbread houses.

Christian Education
What’s happening in CE?
The Christian Education Committee continues its work to support and engage all ages of children and youth at Overbrook! It’s hard to believe that we will soon be into Advent and Christmas events, but before that, let’s consider November…

For our elementary school students:
Sunday School is scheduled for November 8th and 15th, immediately following worship. November’s lessons will be
about giving thanks, in preparation for Thanksgiving.
*We are working to schedule an in-person food packing event with Kids Against Hunger for elementary students & their families in
November . Stay tuned!

For middle and high school students:
*NEW: all MS & HS students are invited to come together to pack food for Kids Against Hunger in Broomall
on November 10, 6-8pm. Mark your calendar and watch for an email with the details. Otherwise, youth group will
continue in November with middle school students meeting on November 17 and middle & high school students
coming together to meet on November 24.
As we consider some in-person events, we will need to maintain appropriate adult-child ratios (while also taking temperatures and keeping our physical distance from each other). If you are interested in helping with any future CE events, you
will need to have current child clearances on file with the church. It’s pretty easy to do and they last for years! If you
would like to volunteer (in person), please contact Carol Rozmiarek for help in getting your clearances—or if you already
have your clearances, you can submit them to Carol!

The CE Committee, in coordination with Worship & Music, will be preparing some items for your family to prepare for
the birth of our Savior. Contents of these Advent bags have not been confirmed but you won’t want to miss out.
The Christmas Pageant will go on, on Zoom! As always, it will be during the Family Service at 5pm
on December 24. We will have rehearsals during Sunday School on December 13 and 20 at noon. More
information and sign-ups will be made available in mid-November.
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Christian Education (Cont’d)
Faith Tested, Confirmed.

From the Perspective of a Confirmand,

Members of OPC's Confirmation Class
have spent nearly a year discerning the
direction of their faith. While their instruction was intended to last only a
few months, the Holy Spirit had a different plan in mind. COVID-19 soon became a global
crisis. Numerous challenges soon arose, which were
difficult for us to comprehend and overcome. We were
forced to delay confirmation and to postpone our exciting pilgrimage. It felt like our faith was being tested,
and it made the months ahead more challenging than
we ever expected…

Marisa Phan

…which is why it is such a blessing that we can share
with you some holy news…
Following an examination, and the unanimous and enthusiastic affirmations by Session, Overbrook Presbyterian Church is blessed to confirm the following people into full membership:
Zion Carter
Aria Fiorillo
Zubin Fiorillo
Zach Jacobson
Hannah Lazo
Marisa Phan
Maya Phan
Nora Whalen
We also celebrate and lift-up the following people who
maturely and prayerfully determined not to be confirmed at this time.
Makiyah Keys
Emmanuel Richie
Finally, we petition your thanksgivings for the leadership and mentorship of:
John Baker
Margene Biedermann
Jeff Bowker
Anthony Carrella
Jason Duckworth
Suchita Fiorillo
Adam Hearlson
Christy Lang-Hearlson
Elizabeth Mendoza
Sharon Parker
Please consider welcoming our confirmands and thanking their mentors by call, letter, or e-mail. Their addresses can be found in the directory. If you cannot access their contact information, please forward your correspondence to anthony@overbrookpresb.org , who
will share it with the addressee.

What was your favorite part of the confirmation
journey?
One of my favorite parts of my confirmation journey was
thinking so much and going into beliefs about everything —
with a group, not just myself.
Did you experience any challenges during your discernment?
One of the challenging parts was putting every one of my thoughts
down. I think this was hard because I have so many opinions and
thought: I just don't know how to put it into words.
You're confirmed as an individual, but you went
through the process with your sibling! Tell us: what
was that like?
As we were both writing our confirmation statements, we were
very focused. I say this because I think Maya might have different beliefs as me, so she was writing about her own beliefs, and I
was writing about mine.
What are you looking forward to most from becoming a member of the church?
I am looking forward to learning more new, inspirational
things. I want to learn more about the Bible and expand my
thinking and just learn more.

Do you have a vision for the future of
Overbrook Presbyterian Church? If so,
how do you plan to shape it?
I think everyone is nice, kind, and friendly to one another. I
want to keep it that way, so I want to encourage people to keep
it that way too.

What would you tell someone who is considering being confirmed next year?
If someone is getting confirmed next year, then I would tell
them to write down what you truly believe and make the
best out of your experience.

Stewardship

November 14th

7:00 pm—Zoom

Tunes of Overbrook will take place on Saturday, November 14
at 7 pm via Zoom. This new twist to our traditional fall fundraiser will feature OPC musicians and singers, Be sure to TUNE
in!
Rather than an auction this year, we are “selling” metaphorical
pie. Members and friends can buy pieces of the pie for $100, slices of
pie for $25, or bites of pie for $5. We aim to raise $10,000 that will
go toward the audio visual equipment for the sanctuary. Be sure to
check out the OPC website, www.overbrookpresb.org, to buy your
pie and follow the progress of the pie sales. !

Giving for 2021
The Future
is Ours
Pledge 2021

You should have received by now, via US Mail, your appeal for the 2021 OPC annual
fund drive. We are asking that you mail in your estimate of annual giving card and
then join us on the Zoom worship service on November 8 as we bless our gifts and
generosity.
Two new slight twists this year. First, there will be no more “asks” for the OPC operating budget for the rest of the year. This is it.
Second, please consider automating your gifts straight from your bank account to the
church. Direct deposits at regularly scheduled intervals makes giving easier for everyone. More information on how to do this can be found of the OPC website.

Finance
The Committee has been busy the last two months revising our 2020 budget so that we can support the priorities of the
church, while balancing fiscal responsibility. As Adam’s recent message to the church communicated, the church is expecting to run a deficit of $136,000 for 2020. This deficit will be met with a draw from our endowment. The deficit can
be primarily attributed to three factors: 1) the loss of rental revenue, 2) property needs, and 3) personnel support. We
are grateful for the continued generosity of the church, which has reduced the amount that we will withdraw from our
savings this year, while allowing us to invest in the church property, church staff, and the community.
Finance and Property Committee members will be available to answer your questions about the revised budget on November 8 at 9:30am. Please join us if you are interested in further details. A zoom link will be emailed out to the congregation prior to the meeting.
The Finance Committee is also pleased to share that we have invested in a $7500 CD at United Bank of Philadelphia,
one of 42 black-owned financial institutions in America, and the only black-owned bank in Philadelphia. The United
Bank has remained open during the pandemic providing banking services, PPP loans and other support to business and
individuals in Philadelphia, with a special sensitivity to Blacks, Hispanics, Asians and women. Overbrook and United
Bank share a similar mission, and we look forward to working together to positively impact our community. A special
thanks to Trudy Sheau and Will Schick for agreeing to be our signers!
As always, we are thankful to everyone for their kindness and generosity, and for the financial support we are receiving
for the mission and ministry of Overbrook Church.
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New Member Class
The New Member Committee is thrilled to announce that Pastor Adam will be leading new member classes via zoom over two Sundays, Nov. 15 and
22, at 9:30 am. If you are intrigued by the passion
and commitment of Overbrook Presbyterian Church
and are considering membership, we encourage you
to participate in these events. Even in the midst of
challenges and a pandemic, Overbrook Presbyterian continues to remain a vital force in our community and continues to grow in faithfulness. Come
join our family! Questions? Please contact Elizabeth
Mendoza at egmendoza@comcast.net or 609-3542766.

Mission & Outreach
Mission & Outreach funding is determined by you each
year. 10% of your pledges are set aside for the Mission &
Outreach budget. Your generosity allows us to feed the
hungry, raise awareness of gun violence, support women
and children in need, provide support to the guests of
Broad Street Ministries, and much more. Please give generously, so we can continue to help those in need.
Upper Darby Community Outreach Corporation
The Upper Darby Community Outreach Corporation has
seen a 50% increase in demand in a few short weeks. A
team of shoppers, chefs, and drivers made sure that the
300 hungry people had a hearty casserole, scalloped tomatoes, and salad on October 27. This meal would not
have come together without the careful planning and coordination of Nancy Gilhool. Watch your email for the
next opportunity to help out. The need is greater than
ever.
Fair Trade Market in November
There is nothing usual about anything this year and so
the Fair Trade Market comes to you in November. It will
join the final weeks of the Farmers Market, out in the
parking lot. There will be a variety of fair trade items
available, but on a smaller scale. Watch for details in the
bulletin.

Women’s Support & Prayer Group
...and who among us doesn't need prayer and friendly peer support

during these exciting times? An opportunity for shared conversation, spiritual support, good humor, and group prayer is offered every Tuesday at 7:30 AM. You are warmly
invited to start your Tuesday mornings with a group of
women for whom "Amen" is not an ending, but a hopeful
beginning.
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Women’s Support & Prayer Group (cont’d)
Please consider us to be your prayer partners. As we do
each Sunday, all who gather on Tuesday will pray with
and for you. We encourage you to send us your requests ...and each will be faithfully lifted in prayer. Prayer requests may be sent to Sharon Parker
(sparker614@gmail.com)

RPM (Retired Person’s Ministry)
OPC's Retired Person's Ministry
is back in action! Via Zoom,
RPM offers thought-provoking
presentations, good spirited discussions, and opportunities to
remain connected during this
time of distancing.
Please join us on November 13,
from 1:00-2:00 PM, for a special program, Home for the
Holidays: Celebrating Joyfully and Carefully. It's November, and Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Years are
coming. During this challenging time, perhaps more than
ever, many are seeking a return to normalcy and to our
joyful annual celebrations. Pat Dillon, a career social worker, will lead our discussion as we share plans
and strategies for the coming holidays. BYO ideas...and
discover new ones for celebration of this unique season.
All members and friends of OPC are welcome, regardless of age. Please use the following link to join the gathering https://zoom.us/j/99198302287?
pwd=ZGZpUjFzWjZsS0pOOTNzVW9FUG1rZz09

Turkey Trot
OPC Turkey Trot: November 21
It's time to give a turkey a home...or
to "adopt" a turkey! This is the season
of year when accumulated grocery
points often lead to a free turkey. If you have earned
points for a turkey...a turkey that you don't need, please
consider giving that turkey a good home. If your family
would like to adopt that turkey, please let the Turkey
Trot Team know. We'll be glad to trot the turkey over to
a welcoming home, along with the fixins' for a holiday
meal.
The OPC Turkey Trot will take place on Saturday, November 21. If you have a turkey to share...or if you can
give the turkey a good home, please be in contact with
Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com). by November 17.
And yes...volunteer "trotters" are needed. Let's make sure
that "no turkey is left behind."
Overbrook Presbyterian Church

Deacons

OPC Emergency Fund

Happy November Birthdays

11/1
11/2
11/4
11/5
11/6
11/10
11/11
11/11
11/13

Nora Halfenger
Koy Davis
Simon Trindade
Lynn Pompa
Gopal Subramanian
Martha Phan
Taron Smith
Chris Ziemba
Laurie Geers
Don Carver
Susie Baker

11/17
11/18
11/22
11/24
11/26
11/29
11/30

Emma Biedermann
Sarah Stephens
Zack Wong
Kai Davis
Judith Swartz
Jason Sheau
John Nathaniel
Kaleah Parker
Cindy Gray

Prayer List


Lynn Pompa continued prayers are needed for medical
complications.



Mary Pat, friend of Ginny Leagans, is being treated for
colon cancer and just started chemotherapy.

OPC Covid-19 Emergency Fund: an opportunity
for ministry
In March, as the OPC Prayer and Care Team began
making grocery deliveries to OPC members at high
risk for Covid-19, it wasn't envisioned that the pandemic would still be part of our lives 296 grocery
deliveries and 7 months later. In April, when the
OPC Covid-19 Emergency Fund was initiated, the
scope and duration of emerging need could not
have been anticipated. Both initiatives were leaps
of faith; both efforts began working collaboratively
to address the needs of the families of Overbrook.

The generosity of our congregation has been abundant. We are blessed to have received donations
totaling $90,888.20. To date, $46,803.26 has been
dispersed to defray the costs of housing, medical
expenses, food, and transportation for members of
our Overbrook family. Recent disbursements have
been approximately $7,000 per month. Last
month, when it appeared as though the Emergency
Fund was facing depletion, we prayed that God
would help us find a way to continue this ministry.
Those prayers were answered; numerous donations were forthcoming.
In establishing the Covid-19 Emergency Fund and
the Prayer and Care food ministry, leaps of
faith were taken, and prayers have continued to be
answered. We remain grateful to God and to generous OPC contributors for every gift received. Each
contribution has been a blessing to those in
need. Please join us as we pray that this ministry,
and those whom it serves, will be sustained.



Theresa Carter is currently being treated for metastatic
breast cancer and her tumor is shrinking.



Caroline Skinner is facing health challenges.



Dale, friend of the Kupstas’s family, is awaiting test
results and diagnosis of a current illness. Dale is a father
of 3 children.



Margaret Young’s son Keith’s has been released from the
hospital and put on hospice care at home. Prayers for
the Keith and the family.



Judy Swartz prayers for continued healing.



Al Mayne, father of Scott Mayne, has just completed
cancer treatment and is recovering from surgery.



Eric Long’s father Bill Long’s cancer has returned.

May God guide us as we support the Emergency
Fund and the Prayer and Care Food Ministry. To
make a contribution to the OPC Covid-19 Emergency Fund please go to the following link
w w w . o v e r b r o o k p r e s b . o r g /
emergencyfund.php. Checks may be made payable
to Overbrook Presbyterian Church, with Emergency Fund written on the notation line.



Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy Blatchley, is continuing
treatment for cancer.

Grace and blessings,
The OPC Emergency Fund Committee



Ed Harvey is still facing some multiple health challenges.
He is grateful for all the prayers.
Please contact Terri Hunter (teresahunter42@gmail.com)
or the Church Office to add names to the prayer list.
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Weekly Opportunities
Wednesday Morning Bible Study- 10:30 am via Zoom
Bible Study continues through the summer! Even though we can't gather in body, we can gather online! Adam will be
holding the weekly Wednesday Bible Study on ZOOM for everyone who is interested as long as we are separated. The
study will begin at 10:30am.
After Bible study, we will have a time to pray with each other support each other in the midst of separation.
Here is the link for ZOOM. It will work each week, so keep using it.
https://zoom.us/j/659964984
You can also call into the study using these number: +1 646 558 8656 - Meeting ID: 659 964 984
Women’s Prayer & Support Group
The women of Overbrook come together on Zoom for some prayer, connection, and support.
TUESDAYS at 7:30 AM: Click here to join on Zoom or to join by phone, dial 646-558-8656 and enter
Meeting ID: 973 5978 0682. If you'd like to lead a Tuesday morning session, click here to sign up to lead.
Saturday Morning Men’s Group
Join us every Saturday morning at 9 AM on Zoom.
Open to all—invite a friend!
Click to Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/209922549
Or call 646-558-8656 and enter Meeting ID: 209 922 549

On Thanksgiving Day,
Christmas Eve, and New
Year's Eve 2020, the Vigil
for Racial Justice will take
place from 11am-noon.
Participants are welcome to
stay longer if they desire,
but sign-ups will be for that
one hour of the morning.

Communication
OPC has two different Facebook pages.
The "Overbrook Presbyterian Church Community" page is a closed group on Facebook. This is a private page and posts here will only be seen by members of the group
--not by the public. This page is a closed group where we can share photos and prayer concerns in private and it will
only be seen by OPC members and friends that have been approved by the page administrators and not by the public.
Page administrators are OPC members. This is a great way to stay connected during this time apart.
The other page is simply "Overbrook Presbyterian Church". This is the Official and public church page that announces
church events, activities, and services. This page is what potential visitors will see when they check us out on the internet. We encourage all OPC members and friends to “like” the public facing Overbrook page. Be sure you're looking at
the Overbrook Presbyterian Church page for the one in Philadelphia, not the ones in Richmond, Gaffney, or Columbus.
Realm is OPC’s online community database which allows us to communicate with each other, an
online directory of members/friends, members can check their giving statements online. If you have
not joined yet please let Lisa (manager@overbrookpresb.org) or Carol (carol@overbrookpresb.org)
and we will gladly send you an invite. If you are a member on Realm don’t forget to keep your information up to date, such as phone number, email address, birthday, etc. Any questions, see Lisa or Carol
If you are not on Realm and would like an updated printed directory, please let Carol or Lisa know and we will gladly
mail one out to you.

