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From the Pastor
Dear OPC Saints,

The psalmist writes, “You crown the year with your bounty; your wagon
tracks overflow with richness” (Psalm 65:11). What a stunning image—
God’s harvest wagon is so full that the fruit is spilling over its sides. Long
after the wagon has passed, we see traces of abundance in its path. We
see those tracks here at Overbrook: in joyful worship, in the sharing of
food and friendship, in our care for one another, and in the courageous
generosity that continues to sustain this church.

So many among us have already given sacrificially to our capital
campaign, helping us rebuild not only our building but our shared future.
Your faith and generosity have been extraordinary—a living witness to the
belief that God's promises endure. For that, we give thanks. Generations
to come will continue to benefit from the seeds you have sown.

Now we turn to our annual stewardship season, which sustains the daily
ministry of this congregation—our worship, education, mission, and care.
The capital campaign restores our home; our annual pledges fill that
home with life and love.

Autumn teaches us to trust the rhythm of God’s abundance: that when
we sow generously, we will also reap generously. Giving to the church is
not a transaction but a transformation—a way of participating in God’s
ongoing harvest of grace.

As you prayerfully consider your pledge for the coming year, | invite you
to reflect on the ways God'’s abundance has touched your life, and how
your gifts might help that abundance overflow into the lives of others.
Over several Sundays in November, we will hear from others share at
worship how their stewardship has yielded fruit in their own lives. And on
Sunday, November 16, we will rejoice with a dedication of pledges—and
our traditional pie sharing.

When you have come to a clear sense of your call, please fill out an
estimate of giving card and send it to the church office. Alternatively,
you can use our easy online portal to communicate your annual
estimate of giving using this link:

https://tinyurl.com/OPCPledge2026

Thank you for your faith, your sacrifice, and your generosity. Together, we
are cultivating a harvest of love, hope, and renewal—trusting that God’s
wagon tracks will continue to run right through the heart of Overbrook.

grace + peace
Adam Hearlson
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A summary of volunteer opportunities at OPC. More details throughout this newsletter.

Upcoming Opportunities
¢ Books Through Bars. Saturday, November 1,1:00 PM-4:00 PM. More info on page 7.
e Cooking in Community. Friday, November 7, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM. More info on
page 12
¢ Kensington Project. Sunday November 9, 10:00 AM. More info on page 12.
¢ Norristown Donations. Monday, November 17. More info on page 7.
¢ Feed My Starving Children MobilePack. Friday, November 21. More info on page 7.

Ongoing Opportunities
e Host Fellowship Hour. More info on page 14.

From the Director of Music

Thank you to all who participated in our Gospel Choir Workshop
and Service in October! Our Heritage Sunday was blessed with a
wide range of music from this rich tradition. We hope to convene
the Gospel Choir several times per year; let me know
(music@overbrookpresb.org) if you want to be added to the
email list.

As this new tradition is just beginning, another is continuing, now
in its 31st year: the Messiah Sing! Join us for this beloved Advent
tradition in which the audience is part of the performance: the
Overbrook Quartet sings the arias from Handel's Messiah, while
the audience sings the choruses for a thrilling “surround sound”
experience.

We are again delighted to hold this event at St. Paul's Lutheran
Church, located at 415 East Athens Avenue in Ardmore, thanks to
the generosity and hospitality of their Director of Music, Andy Heller.

Don't have a score? We'll lend you one. Don’t want to sing? No
problem—just come and enjoy the music. We hope to see you at
the Messiah Sing..and don't forget to stay for the reception!

31st Annual Messiah Sing
Sunday, November 30, at 3:00 PM
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

415 Athens Ave., Ardmore
Reception to follow

Free-will offering collected

—Chris Gage
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Stewardship

The arrival of November marks the opening of the 2026 pledge season. This is the time when we
are asked to prayerfully consider our financial gifts for the church for the coming year. The annual
pledge is distinct from the Capital Campaign, which is raising funds to help with accessibility and
other improvements that will not be covered by our insurance. Our annual pledges provide the
daily financial lifeblood of the church, and enable our finance committee to build a budget for the
coming year. Please look out for the annual Stewardship letter from Pastor Adam.

Pie/Pledge Sunday

We will celebrate the dedication of our annual pledges on Sunday, November 16. And in keeping
with our tradition, this will be Pie Sunday at Fellowship Hour! Together with the Congregational Life
Committee, the Stewardship ministry invites you to enjoy a sweet slice and bring a pie to share.
Please be on the lookout for a sign-up sheet to help with pie serving or to bring a pie. May we give
prayerfully, joyfully, and with full bellies and hearts!

—Karen Testa

In the Spirit at Overbrook...

Tuesday Morning Prayer Group. Tuesdays. 7:30-8:30 AM. Online.

Early risers are invited to start the morning with small group community prayer. Join us from the
comfort of your home for a time of faith-filled fellowship and shared prayer. All are welcome. Please
use the following link: tinyurl.com/OPCTuesPrayer.

Centering Prayer. Wednesdays. 9:30-10:00 AM. OPC Office.

All are welcome to participate in OPC’s Centering Prayer gathering, Wednesday mornings from
9:30-10:00 AM, in the office at Overbrook Presbyterian Church. Centering Prayer offers opportunities
for contemplative prayer and reflection.

Adult Bible Study. Wednesdays. 10:30 AM-12:00 PM. OPC Office and Online.
Led by Pastor Adam, from 10:30 AM-12:00 PM each Wednesday, Bible Study participants meet in the
office at Overbrook Presbyterian Church.

An Advent Gift

On November 30, Overbrook will celebrate the first Sunday in Advent and
mark the beginning of a new liturgical year. Throughout Christianity, the
season of Advent is a time of preparation, of watching and waiting for the
birth of our Savior. It is also a time of holy awe, and an opportunity for
spiritual discovery. During the week of November 23, each OPC household
will be receiving a special gift for the new year, Heaven’s Earthly Life:
Wendell Berry and the Poetry of Advent. This special Advent gift will be
accessible online or provided in a print version for those who so prefer.
Supplementary poetry will also be available online, or in print versions.

Together, may we prayerfully celebrate the Season of Advent.
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What is the main message of the Memorial Windows?

When the WW Il Memorial Windows were
dedicated in 1948, the Willet Stained Glass
Studio provided a description of the
imagery. Here is an excerpt that addresses
the central three lancets (Icmcets are tall
windows with Gothic pointed tops) and thus,
the main message. (OPC Window #15)

“The theme of the large Memorial window is
the resurrection, symbolic of final victory
after a long and difficult struggle and the
giving of life as the highest sacrifice that can
be required of men.

In the central lancet there is depicted the

Resurrection of our Lord, who is clothed in

white, symbolic of purity, and surrounded by

a vesica (a membrane) of light. His hand is

raised in benediction. In the traceries

directly above the central lancet, there are

the symbols of the other two Persons in the

Trinity, the Father and the Holy Spirit. At the peak, there may be seen the heavenly host and the
eternal c)ity, representing the ultimate hope of man. (Note: these ‘traceries’ are not shown in the
cartoon.

The side center lancets set forth the significance of the beginning and end of His ministry on earth.
The left lancet indicates His Coming, (with angels) bringing the new message of ‘Peace on earth,
good will toward men’ with the star of hope at the top. The right lancet indicates the part His
resurrection played in fulfilling His purpose, for He has ‘begotten us again unto a new hope by the
resurrection’. The Church which was created by Him to grow and dominate the world, is shown at
the top of this lancet.”

These three lancets, left, center, and right,
are shown in the color cartoon drawing
above. The drawing once served as the
cover of the March, 1948 issue of
Presbyterian Life!

In a future OPC newsletter the imagery in the
side-most lancets and other panels will be
shown and described.

—Peter Seidel
Stained Glass Committee
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Here is a view of our financials through September 30, 2025. This does not include any fire-related
expenses, fire donations, insurance payments, or capital campaign gifts.

Actual Actual Actual Actual Total Annual Budget | Annual Budget
Accounts Quarter 1 Quarter 2 Quarter 3 Q1,Q2, Q3 2025 Remaining

Revenues
Giving Income (Pledge, Non-Pledge & Plate) $ 168,00527 | $ 13438585 | $ 8696954 [ $ 38936066 [ $ 54200000 | $ 152,639.34
Other Giving Income $ 5 $ 350.00 | $ = $ 350.00 | $ 2,000.00 | $ 1,650.00
Building Use $ = $ (245686)| $ = $ (245686)| $ - $ 2,456.86
Other Income $ 264.00 [ $ 1440899 | $ - $ 14,67299 | $ 97,000.00 | $ 82,327.01
Business Interruption $ - $ - $ - $ - $ 145,970.00 | $ 145,970.00
Total Revenues $ 168,269.27 | $ 146,687.98 | $ 86,969.54 | $ 401,926.79 | $ 786,970.00 | $ 385,043.21
Expenses
Personnel Expenses $ 13574362 | $ 131,40228 | $ 12939653 | $ 396,54243 | $ 551,072.66 | $ 154,530.23
Session Expenses $ 115869 | $ = $ = $ 1158.69 | $ 360.00 | $ (798.69)
Congregation Expenses $ 17578 | $ 769875 [ $ 371030 | $ 1,58483 | $ 16,123.00 | $ 453817
Deacons Expenses $ = $ = $ = $ = $ 1,000.00 | $ 1,000.00
Parish Care Programming Expenses $ 206.71 | $ = $ = $ 20671 | $ 2,000.00 | $ 1,793.29
Church-Wide Events Expenses $ 99570 | $ 150031 | $ 39480 | $ 2,89081 | $ 439000 | $ 1,499.19
Communications Expenses $ 9538 | $ - $ - $ 9538 | $ 2,800.00 | $ 2,704.62
Welcome Committee Expenses $ - $ - $ - $ - $ 300.00 | $ 300.00
Worship & Music Expenses $ 235439 | $ 366776 | $ 122995 | $ 7,25210 | $ 11,550.00 | $ 4,297.90
Christian Education Expenses $ 221873 | $ 110092 | $ 75319 | $ 407284 | $ 11,700.00 | $ 762716
Finance & Administration Expenses $ 2327524 [ $ 1036248 [ $ 1659072 [ $ 5022844 | $¢ 3795000 | $ (12,278.44)
Mission & Outreach Expenses $ 480898 | $ 501729 | $ 421695 | $ 14,04322 | $ 54,200.00 | $ 40,156.78
Property Expenses $ 4507544 | $ 16,81307 | $ 14,999.21 | $ 76,887.72 | $ 116,436.00 | $ 39,548.28
Total Expenses $ 216,108.66 | $ 177,562.86 | $ 171,291.65 | $ 564,963.17 | $ 809,881.66 | $ 244,918.49
Net Total [ s (47,839.39)] s (30,874.88)[ $ (84,3221m)] $ (163,036.38)[ $  (2291.66)[ $  140,124.72

The prayer shawl ministry warmly welcomes all who are
interested in making blessed handwork for those facing
illness or other difficulties, as well as those celebrating joys.
These gifts go to OPC friends and members, and also to
their family and friends. If you would like to request a prayer
shawl gift for someone you know, please contact Bette
Homer at bettebhomer@gmail.com or call 215-470-7736.
If you know someone in our ministry, feel free to contact
him or her.

Whether you are experienced in hand crafts or would like
to learn, we invite you to join us at our monthly meeting.
Crafts are not limited to knitting or crocheting. If you make
a different craft that might be shared through our
ministry, please call or email the contact above.

If you're on our prayer shawl email list, we'll send you confirmation of our meeting dates each
month. If you'd like to be added to our email list or want more information, please call or email

contact above.
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OPC's Retired Person’s Ministry Welcomes All...

Built on the guiding principles of faithfulness, wellness, and service, Overbrook’s Retired Person’s
Ministry offers opportunities for fellowship, continuing education, faith formation and community
service. A mutual ministry of OPC and the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, RPM welcomes
all members and friends of both congregations, as well as members of the broader Overbrook
community.

Coffee and Conversation in Trying Times. Friday, November 14,10:00 AM-12:00 PM. The Undercroft
of St. Thomas African Episcopal Church (Accessible through the lower-level doors, adjacent to the
St. Thomas staff parking lot). All are welcome to enjoy a light brunch and the opportunity for
stimulating conversation. We will read together and share reflections on Anne Snyder’s essay “Quo
Vadis? The Struggle to Live in Truth Today.” Print copies will be available, as will copies of
companion essays from the journal, Comment. Public Theology for the Common Good. The

welcome will be warm; the coffee will be hot.

RPM Café. Friday, November 21, 11:30 AM-1:00
PM. Anderson Hall, The African Episcopal Church
of St. Thomas. Living into the belief that every
day brings abundant opportunities for
thanksgiving, the theme of the November Café
is Friendsgiving: Sharing and Inspiring Gratitude.
Please join us for good-spirited fellowship, a fine
lunch buffet and an inspiring peer-led program.
All attendees are encouraged to bring canned
or packaged food items for distribution to our
area food banks. RPM is a mutual ministry of OPC
and the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas;
there is no cost to participate. RSVPs are
appreciated. Please respond to Pat Dillon
(psdilloni@earthlink.net)

On Saturday, November 15, from 9:30 AM to
12:00 PM, all are welcome to participate in a
morning of contemplative reflection and Advent
preparation. Inspired by OPC’'s 2025 Advent
devotional, Heaven’s Earthly Life: Wendell Berry
and the Poetry of Advent, this seasonal retreat
will be held at the home of Janie Martin, 435
Parkview Drive, Wynnewood, PA 19096. All
materials will be provided; RSVP to Janie
(janie.m4rtin@gmail.com) by November 12.

African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas
6361 Lancaster Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19151

October 2, 2025

Retired Persons Ministry
Overbrook Presbyterian Church
6376 City Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19151

Dear Friends in Christ,

On behalf of the clergy, vestry and members of African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas, I extend our heartfelt
gratitude to the Retired Persons Ministry of Overbrook
Presbyterian Church for your most generous gift of $3,000 in
support of our Senior Partners Ministry.

Your generosity is a blessing to us and will directly enrich the
lives of the seniors we serve. With your support, we are able to
continue providing meaningful programs, fellowship, and
resources that uplift and strengthen our elder members, who are
the heart of our community.

Please know that your kindness not only sustains our ministry
but also reflects the spirit of Christian love and partnership that
unites our congregations in faith and service. We are deeply
thankful for your commitment to this shared work and for
standing with us in our mission.

May God continue to bless you richly for your generosity and
compassion.

With gratitude and Christian fellowship,

Deborah Camp-Frye

Accounting Warden

African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas
Philadelphia, PA 19151
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When we began our breakfast ministry to the Norristown Hospitality Center
many years ago, our young at heart octogenarians, Ann Elise and Earl
Lindgren, eagerly volunteered to transport the donations monthly to
Norristown. We are grateful that they are willing to still collect the food, but
now that they are nonagenarians, they have decided it is time to let others
take over the driving. When you see the Lindgrens, please thank them for their
loving devotion to the needy in Norristown. AND, if you find yourself with time
on your hands on the third Monday of a month, please consider transporting
the donations to Norristown. For more details, please contact Janet Bowker or
Ann Elise.

We are indeed grateful to those who contribute breakfast items regularly, and
occasionally! Your next opportunity for service is Monday, November 17. Check out the
sign-up and see how you can fit in: Norristown Hospitality

Books Through Bars is a monthly ministry to provide books to those
incarcerated within a 6-state area. Each month 8 to 12 OPC members and
friends carpool to Baltimore Avenue. There we read requests and select books
from the BTB “library” which are then mailed to inmates, at no cost to them.
The work is rewarding to both recipient and sender.

The carpool leaves the OPC parking lot at 1:00 PM on Saturday, November 1;
we are back by 4:00 PM. Contact Janet Bowker or Jill van Rawley for more
details.

OPC has an incredible opportunity to participate in a

F E E D nY Feed My Starving Children (FMSC) MobilePack event.

Some of you may remember that several years before
Covid, OPC partnered with a local high school and
STARV'NG raised thousands of dollars for FMSC which feeds
starving children around the world. Volunteers pack
CH | l_D REN meals made of rice, soy, and dehydrated veggies and
raise money to purchase ingredients. It is a lot of family
fun and a truly wonderful organization.

Covid really affected EMSC and they couldn’t pack many meals for a long time. They are back!
There is a MobilePack event happening in Haddonfield, NJ on November 21-22! | have reserved
space for an OPC team of eight on Friday, November 21 from 8:00 to 10:00 PM. If you would like to
participate, please text or call Becky at 443-745-3178 or email rebeccalazo@hotmail.com.
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CHRISTMAS GIVING OPPORTUNITIES
This holiday season Mission and Outreach brings you two opportunities for
community holiday giving.

Overbrook Church has partnered with the Community Action Agency of Delaware County (CAADC)
to provide dinner to the Life Center residents five times throughout the year and holiday gifts to
children in Delaware County.

Mission and Outreach has agreed to sponsor 20 children by providing items from their wish lists.
The agency assures us that there are no big-ticket items.

How can we help?

After worship on November 23 and November 30, please stop by the Mission table

during Fellowship Hour to pick up a name (or two!) of a CAADC child. Complete the

holiday shopping and return items to church by December 14. ltems can be wrapped

or unwrapped, but must be brought together in a bag which hides its contents. Gifts
may be brought to Penn Wynne's parking lot after worship on Sundays November 30, December
7 or 14. We thank you for your generosity!!

Gemma Services, formerly Presbyterian Children’s Village, provides comprehensive programs for
more than 3,000 youth and families, helping them to navigate challenging times and reach for
their brightest futures. Programs include residential treatment, the Martin Luther School, and
community-based services throughout Philadelphia and Delco.

Overbrook Presbyterian Church has the opportunity to bring Christmas joy to Gemma children and
families.

How can we help?

Donate a gift card. The most useful are $25 gift cards to Amazon,

ShopRite, Target and Walmart. A gift card will help a family buy the perfect present for
their child or provide their family with a holiday meal.

Or provide gifts from the 2025 Gift Wish List (https://bitly/GemmaNeeds). Gifts should be new and
unwrapped. Bring your gift cards and gifts to Fellowship Hour on Sunday, November 30 and
December 7. Together we can make a difference! Contact Jennifer Watts for more information.

VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITIES

Join Jeff Bowker as he works with small groups of children in Mr. Kelley’s
classroom at Gompers School unraveling the mysteries of 6th grade
math. If you are not frightened by the words “ratio” or “decimal”, then
you are needed!

Overbrook is committed to providing dinner on December 30 for the 50 residents
of the Life Center. The Retired Persons Ministry has prepared corn bread and
shepherd'’s pie. We are now looking for volunteers to help serve the meal. Please
check your calendar to see if you might be able to help on December 30. Contact
Janet for more information.
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SEASON OF CREATION

This October we celebrated the liturgical Season of Creation.
Each Sunday in worship, our children met a climate activist—
Jane Goodall, Roger Payne, and Homero Gémez Gonzdlez—and
received an invitation to inherit a way of being: make a friend in
Creation, open your ears and share songs, care for your home,
and ask the questions tugging at your heart.

Then children and parents came to Sunday School—where we
encounter scripture through our senses and imagination and
journey alongside friends in the Christian life. Our pedagogy
draws from child development research, trauma-informed
care, and neuro-affirming pedagogy, and meets young people
where they actually are on busy Sunday mornings.

Here's how it works: children walk downstairs, and we greet
them by name. They choose a snack, pour their own water, and
settle at beanbag chairs or tables with simple activities—Play-
Doh, foam blocks, stamps—while soft music plays. We say,
“Welcome to Sunday School. These next ten minutes are yours
to get comfortable, say hello, and eat your snack.” The
emotional regulation that grows in this space creates the
conditions for learning, and everything else follows.

After ten minutes, we gather for prayer and learning. This month
we practiced visio divina, praying with an Eastern Orthodox icon,
Creation of the Creatures, which shows Jesus blessing the
animals. Using emotion cards, children found a place in the
painting they loved and named how they felt there. N.S. felt
peace at the water. E.H. felt joy on the mountaintop. E.C. looked
at Jesus and said, “He’s building things.. building the birds,
building the animals.”

Then the children became iconographers. Together we created
an eight-foot mural of this icon—painting creatures, cutting
them out, assembling them. One child, painting a whale, told us,
“I'm making it bigger because we need to remember it's there.”
In our eyes, children are making theological art, and the mural
will be presented to the congregation in worship on Sunday,
November 2.

Because play is one way children pray and encounter God, our
final 5-10 minutes are child-led: more art at the tables, open-
ended activities in Fellowship Hall, or movement on the
playground. Every zone is supervised by our teaching team.

Gratitude. Thank you to Molly Burke (sourced and transported
the mural board), Laurie Geers (trcmslated a small icon into an
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eight-foot hand-painted backdrop in three hours), and Jill Van Rawley (traced and cut dozens of
stencils so every child could fully participate). Deep thanks to weekly teachers Donna Bell Koon,
Carol Rozmiarek, Mads Cosgriff, and Faith Eastling, and to Leonard Robbins and Artia Benjamin for
steady hands and flexible help. We're also grateful for facilities and tech support from Blessing
Osazuwa, Heather Cronin, and Kimberly Porch at Penn Wynne Presbyterian Church. Our programs
flourish because of the space and resources shared each week.

V.B.S. AT THE PARK!

We hosted Vacation Bible School at General Wayne Park this year! HUGE thanks
to Molly Burke, Emily Stewart, Claire Fay, Mads Cosgriff, and Anne Foote for
their ministries of delight and whimsy and teaching, and to parents who
adjusted their plans at the last minute.

UPCOMING OPPORTUNITIES
November brings music! We're exploring St. Cecilia’s Day (she’s the patron
saint of musicians) and learning how the church worships God through sound.

Children’s Sunday School Dates

Caregivers are always welcome to join us downstairs.
Sunday, November 2 (10-12 year olds only)

Sundays, November 9, 16, 23, 30 (Everyone)

Contemplative Dinner Church
Tuesday, November 25 at Overbrook with childcare (last until January)

C.F.M. Committee Meeting
Wednesday in December (12/3, 12/10, or 12/17— share your preference with Molly or Anthony).

The gifts of the spirit were abundant during the OPC autumn ramble along the Darby Creek Trail
on October 18. Walkers of diverse ages gathered in gratitude for the beauty of God's creation. The
words of poet Kai Siedenburg were our inspiration as we experienced autumn unfolding around us:

The trees,
the stones,
the water,
the birds...

Everything
speaks
to me.

And
| listen.

The accompanying photos are offered as our gift to all.
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First Fridays, Monthly Youth Group
If you're in grades 6-12, join us on Friday, November 7. We'll be having a Thanksgiving Gathering at
the home of Sunanda & Phillip Brown (Solly and Anya’s parents), 800 Sproul Rd, Bryn Mawr, PA 19010.

Save the dates
e Friday, December 5: Christmas Party and gift exchange at OPC
o Friday, January 9: New Year's Celebration at OPC
e February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, June 5

Youth Sunday School
Grades 6-12 are invited to leave after the sermon to study the lessons that were just shared and
its related scripture. How does the word relate to our present day lives?

October’s First Friday

On October 3, we had 14 Youth attend at
OPC. They had dinner, played in the
playground, played board games, and
learned about the Kensington Project.

Becky Lazo is OPC liaison for the project,
she described what the project is about.
We had a couple of teens who had
attended the mission before, and they
explained why they thought it was a
meaningful mission. After the discussion
the youth sorted the donations to be distributed in October.
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The Kensington Project

The Kensington Project is a non-profit organization
that supports people affected by the opioid crisis
in Philadelphia’s Kensington neighborhood. Youth
and families are invited to join us as we feed,
clothe, and love our neighbors. We will be
gathering at OPC, 6376 City Avenue, on the second
Sunday of each month at 10:00 AM. If you would
like more information or would like to attend,
please contact Becky Lazo at 443-745-3178 or
rebeccalazo@hotmail.com or Suchita Fiorillo at
215-450-5356 or youth@overbrookpresb.org

Confirmation Classes

The Confirmation Class is a time for our young people to explore the life of faith, deepen their
relationship with God, and become more acquainted with our Presbyterian traditions. Class
sessions will begin in January 2026.

If your child is interested in participating, please complete this Confirmation Information Form.
This will help us prepare well and provide the best experience for each student.

Youth Co-Directors
Artia Benjamin
Suchita Fiorillo

Cooking in Community...A Bountiful Serving of Care

Calling all who can stand the heat and love stirring the pots! Cooking is Community is a monthly
opportunity to cook for those in need, while enjoying the fellowship of good spirited, spatula-
wielding friends. During our season of displacement, OPC chefs have been welcomed into the
kitchen of Christ's Community Church, a PC-USA congregation at the corner of Garrett and
Riverview Roads in Drexel Hill. Come join us on Friday, November 7, from 9:30 AM to 12:00 PM, as
we prepare individual home meals for the elderly and “at home” members of partner
congregations: Christ's Community, St. Thomas, and Overbrook. All ingredients and supplies are
provided..as will an abundance of fellowship and snacks! For more information, or to request
transportation, contact Sharon Parker (sparkerGM(cngqil.com).
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November Events

Installation Service for Rev. William Searight
o Date & Time: November 2, 2025, 3:00-5:00 PM
o Location: Newtown Square Presbyterian Church, 3600 Goshen Rd, Newtown Square
Installation Service for Rev. Sameh Shaker
o Date & Time: November 8, 2025, 2:00-4:00 PM
o Location: First Presbyterian Church in Springfield, 1710 Bethlehem Pike, Flourtown, PA
Ordination Service for Evan Lehman
o Date & Time: November 9, 2025, 3:00-6:00 PM
o Location: East Falls Presbyterian Church, 3800 Vaux St, Philadelphia, PA
Expanding the Pulpit: Preaching Symposium
o Date & Time: November 13, 2025, 9:30 AM — 4:00 PM
Location: United Lutheran Seminary, 7301 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19119
Register for the event
Cost: $25 Please complete your event registration before submitting your $25
Who can attend: Open to all pastors, clergy and lay preachers
o MoreInfo: jwinderweedl@presbyhphl.org
2025 National Queer Presbyterian Gathering
o Date: November 18 - November 20, 2025
Location: The Presbyterian (U.S.A.) Center, 100 Witherspoon St, Louisville, KY 40202
Cost: $75
Housing: Cambria Hotel (discount rates available), $175 plus tax
More Info: Contact: Samantha Davis, samantha.davis@pcusa.org or Mikyle
Johnson, mikyle.johnson@pcusa.org
Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelphia
o Date & Time: November 18, 2025, 1:00 — 6:00 PM
o Location: Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill, 8855 Germantown Ave, Philadelphia
o Meeting Highlights
Pre-Presbytery: A conversation with the Revs. CeCe Armstrong and Tony Larson, Co-
Moderators of the 226th General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.); Worship will be
led by the Co-Moderators of the PCUSA; Our offering will go to Hunger & Food Insecurity
Funds; Highlights from the Leadership Collegium’s Pilgrimage to Ghana; Summer 2025
Triennium highlights; Nominations reports; Moderator and Vice-Moderator Nominees;
Commissioners & Young Adult Advisory Delegate to the 227th General Assembly
o Dinner: Cost $10
Installation Service for Rev. Benjamin Kelly
o Date & Time: November 23, 2025, 3:00 — 5:00 PM
o Location: Supplee Presbyterian Church, 855 East Welsh Rd, Maple Glen, PA

O
O
O
O

O O O O

December Events

Liturgy of Light: An Advent Prayer Service

o Date & Time: December 2, 2025, 3:00 — 4:00 PM

o Location: Oxford Presbyterian Church, 8501 Stenton Ave, Philadelphia, PA

Buckets of Blessings for the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance

o Date Due: December 3, 2025

o Ways for churches to participate: Make their own 5-gallon bucket or Donate $115
which is the estimated cost of the bucket

o Contact: Rev Brenton Thompson, bthompson@presbyphil.org
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Congregational Life

Fellowship Hour Hosts
We are grateful for all those who have hosted in October. Thank you to those who have volunteered
to host in November. If you would like an opportunity to practice hospitality and kindness toward
one another or celebrate a special event. Please sign up to be a Fellowship Hour host. We still need
your help. There are several ways to help:

e Be a host - bring the food

e Set up before service — arrive at 10:30 AM to help the host

e Clean up after Fellowship Hour — help the host

Just fill out the SignUp Genius.
Here's the link: www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4aacae2da2fe3-fellowship

Hosts provide 150 bites of food. Keep the selection of food simple. Handheld food
only. Example: one fresh selection (such as a bag of Cuties); one gluten-free
option; enough other snacks to fill 10 to 15 small trays. OPC provides table covers,
plates, cups, trays or utensils, and will set up and break down the tables and
chairs and remove trash.

Here are some more tips for hosting:
e Take all leftover food that is perishable home with you or give it away to someone.
e Hosts do not need to break down furniture. It will be put away by Leonard.
e Trash and recycling will be handled by Leonard.
e Coffee will be made and served by the Coffee Ministry, so you, as host, do not have to do
anything for coffee.

If you have any questions, please contact Artia Benjamin (clc@overbrookpresb.org). You will
receive a reminder email from the SignUp Genius application. Please provide your email and phone
number when you sign up. We will send you the Fellowship Hour Tips and guidelines document.

The Congregational Life Committee thanks Thanks to the following people who have

the following people for hosting Fellowship volunteered to host in November!

Hour in October! e November 2 — To Be Determined

e October 5 — Special Fellowship Hour e November 9 — Books Through Bars Ministry
hosted by CLC and congregation e November 16 — Stewardship/CLC, Pie

e October 12 — Sunanda Brown & Family Sunday

e October 19 — Jeff & Janet Bowker e November 23 — To Be Determined

e October 26 — Laurie Geers & Karen Lord- e November 30 - Youth Ministry
Hurwitz

“For | was hungry and you gave me something to eat, | was thirsty and you gave me something to
drink, | was a stranger and you invited me in” Matthew 25:35

We appreciate your support!
Congregational Life Committee
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Every Tuesday
e Tuesday Morning Prayer Group. 7:30 AM. Online. Join https://bit.ly/3yxD2F4-Meeting ID: 932
4865 5338

Every Wednesday
e Centering Prayer. 9:30 AM. Overbrook Presbyterian Church office.
e Bible Study. 10:30 AM. Overbrook Presbyterian Church office. Starts September 3.

Every Thursday

e Choir Rehearsal. 7:30 PM. Gold preschool room of Overbrook Presbyterian Church. All are welcome,
regardless of experience or skill level. For more information, contact Chris Gage
(music@overbrookpresb.org).

Committee Name Monthly Meeting Chair or Co-Chairs
i i rd
Worshlp and Music 3 Mondgy Pat Dillon
worship@overbrookpresb.org 7:30 PM
Deacons 2" Monday Denis Stewart
deacons@overbrookpresb.org 7:30 PM* Mads Cosgriff
Mission and Outreach 4™ Sunday Joff Bowker
mission@overbrookpresb.org 100 PM
Finance It Tuesday -
finance@overbrookpresb.org 7:00 PM* Lainie Blodgett
Children and Family Ministry (CFM) 8D Molly Anclrews Burke
cfm@overbrookpresb.org
Personnel . .
personnel@overbrookpresb.org 18D Flizabeth Cosgriff
Property
property@overbrookpresb.org 18D Jeff Bowker
Stewardship
stewardship@overbrookpresb.org 16D Karen Testa
Congregational Life . o
clc@overbrookpresb.org 18D Artia Benjamin
Welcoming TBD Elizabeth Mendoza

welcoming@overbrookpresb.org

Youth Ministry 8D Artia Benjamin
youth@overbrookpresb.org Suchita Fiorillo

An asterisk (*) indicates that the committee meets virtually.
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N/

n/2
n/5
n/e
n/9
1/10
n/m
n/12
n/13
n/17
n/18
n/19

n/22
1/23
1/24
1/26

1/30

HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS!

Nora Halfenger
Koy Davis

Gopal Subramanian
Martha Phan
Edward Harvey
Chris Ziemba
Laurie Geers

Nina Bowser
Shayla Smedley
Emma Biedermann
Stevie Stephens

Grace Epley
Devin Rutan

Zack Wong
Kristin Taylor
Kai Davis

Yvonne Clark
Jason Sheau

Cindy Gray

If the birthday for you or a family member
is not listed and you wish to be included on
the monthly birthday list, please email
office@overbrookpresb.org.

Prayer List

Prayers for restoration of health for Ann Elise
Lindgren as she recovers from a fall.

Prayers for restoration of health for Beulah Wilson as
she recovers from recent surgery.

Prayers of resilience and support for all those
impacted by the government shutdown.

Prayers for healing and restoration of strength for
Alyce Marsh as she recovers from a recent surgery.

Prayers of healing and strength for Desire Gumedzo,
brother of Dela Geraldo.

Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for
Michael O'Hara, brother of Miriam Harden.

Prayers for restoration of health for Jim Stephens
following surgery.

Prayers of health and restoration for Richard Mayo,
brother of Pat Ogundele and uncle of Andrea
Gosfield, as he continues his recovery at a long-
term care facility.

Prayers of healing and comfort for Kathy Katz,
mother of Jason Katz and dear friend of the Morris
family, as she recovers from a stroke.

Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for
Beth Brawley’s mom, Patricia, as she faces health
challenges.

Prayers for restoration of health for Gail Kaercher as
she faces new medical challenges.

Prayers for Peggy Boatwright and her daughter as
they face challenges navigating decisions after fire
spread through Peggy’s home.

Prayers for all who are facing health concerns,
especially Brian Henderson, Gwen Anthony, Scott
Long, Vince Gilhool, Gwen Harden, Ed Harvey, Bette
Homer, Milton Stokes, Valerie Craig, Joan Moylan,
Jim Moylan, Davorka Sabljak and Natalie DeShields.

Please contact Lisa Faso (manager@overbrookpresb.org)

or Adam Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresb.org)
to add names to the prayer list.
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