
So let me tell you about my father.  
Three things I will tell you, which will 
tell you pretty much everything you 
need to know about him. 

First of all, he drove Oldsmobiles.  His 
first car was an Oldsmobile.  His last car 
ǿŀǎ ŀƴ hƭŘǎƳƻōƛƭŜΦ  !ƴŘ LΩƳ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ 
sure that every car in between was an 
Oldsmobile.   

Second, my father was a newspaper 
junkie.  We subscribed to not one, not 
two, not three, but four different news-
papers when I was a boy: the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram, the Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram Evening Edition, the Dal-
las Times Herald, and the Wall Street 
Journal.  You never saw my father with-
out a newspaper nearbyτat the break-
fast table, on the sofa, in his briefcase.  
He always had a newspaper with him.   

And third, my father was a lifelong 
Presbyterian, a member of the First 
Presbyterian Church of Fort Worth.  For 
him, being Presbyterian was a huge 
part of his identity.  Now he did marry a 
Baptist girl, but he was not about to 
join the Baptist church.  He remained 
to his dying day a loyal Presbyterian. 

¢ƘŜǊŜΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ȅƻǳΦ  .ǳǘ 
these three things give you a pretty 
good idea of who he was.  You know 
people like this.  Maybe you are some-
one like this. 

Now, why do I tell you this?  Simply 
put: because the world that my father 
lived in no longer exists. 

Oldsmobile is no more.  GM started 
phasing it out back in 2000.  The last 
Oldsmobile rolled off the assembly line 
on April 29, 2004, and is now on display 
in a museum in Lansing, Michigan.   

The newspaper business is in shambles.  
Circulation is plummeting.  Newspapers 
are disappearing.  Of the papers my 
dad subscribed to, the Wall Street Jour-
nal is still going strong, though now un-
der new management; the Dallas Times 
Herald closed up shop in 1991; the Fort 
Worth Star-Telegram discontinued its 
evening edition in 1995; and the morn-
ing editionτI discovered on a recent 
trip back homeτhas shrunk into a 
άƴŜǿ Ŝŀǎȅ-to-ǊŜŀŘ ŦƻǊƳŀǘΣέ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ŀ 
ƴƛŎŜ ǿŀȅ ƻŦ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƛǘΩǎ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƭŜǎǎ 
news in it.   

So, to recap: Oldsmobileτgone.  News-
papersτgoing fast.  And the Presbyte-
rian Church (USA)τ?   

²ŜƭƭΣ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ  9ǾŜǊȅ 
year for the past four decades, our de-
nominational headquarters in Louisville 
has reported declining numbers.  In 
2008, we had a net loss of 69,381 
membersτthe steepest drop in twenty
-five years.  In 2009, a loss of another 
63,027.  In 2010, another 61,047.  At 
ǘƘƛǎ ǊŀǘŜΣ LΩƳ ŀŦǊŀƛŘ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴǎ ǿƛƭƭ 
soon be put on the endangered species 
list! 

Now there are certainly churches here 
and thereτand Overbrook is one of  

Continued on page 2 

Letter from the Pastor 

February 2012 

 

 

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
News from the Crossroads 

Inside this issue:  Worship & Music 2-4 

Mission & Outreach 4-5 

Congregational Life 6 

Deacons 7 

Christian Education 8-9 

Administration  10 

February Calendar 11 

New Listserv 12 

Overbrook Church Staff 

The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar 
Pastor 

The Rev. David K. McMillan 
Pastor Emeritus 

Susan Tindall 
Director of Christian Education 

Dennis Elwell 
Minister of Music 

Margene Biedermann 
Junior Choir Director 

Anita R. Belfie 
Office Manager 

Robert DeCray 
Financial Secretary 

Leonard Robbins 
Custodian  

Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

is a welcoming and diverse 

Christian community that seeks 

actively to love and serve God, 

each other, and the world. 

τMission Statement 



Page 2 Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

Worship & Music 
Worship in February 
February 5: 5th Sun. after Epiphany 
Communion 
Scripture: Isaiah 40:21-31, 
 Mark 1:29-39 
The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar, preaching 
Lay leader: Deb Rottinger 
Acolyte: Maya Subramanian 
Flowers given by: Jeremy Blatchley 

and Rachel Carnahan 
Communion servers: Emily Amerman, 

Ken Carroll, Raelyn Harman, Ron 
Homer, Amos Paul, Liz Shah, 
Nickie Stokes, Jim Vagnoni 

Communion bread: Peg Papsch 
 
February 12: 6th Sun. after Epiphany 
Annual Meeting 
Scripture: Matthew 14:22-33 
The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar, preaching 
Lay leader: Dick Williamson 
Acolyte: Rayna Mason 
Flowers given by: TBA 
 
February 19: Transfiguration Sunday 
Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18, 
 Mark 9:2-9 
The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar, preaching 
Lay leader: Jennifer Cleghorn 
Acolyte: Pearl Stricker 
Flowers given by: Alice Crowell 
 
February 26: 1st Sunday in Lent 
Scripture: Genesis 9:8-17, 
 I Peter 3:18-22 
The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar, preaching 
Lay leader: Bob Bevan 
Acolyte: Andrew Wilson 
Flowers given by: TBA 
 
 
 

February Hymn of the Month 
bƻΦ оофΥ ά.Ŝ ¢Ƙƻǳ aȅ ±ƛǎƛƻƴέ 
Though not of Presbyterian Scottish tradition, nevertheless, our Feb-
ruary Hymn-of-the-Month, with its Irish background, is well beloved 
both for its text and haunting tune.  Derived from an ancient Irish 
ǇƻŜƳΣ άwƻō ǘǳ Ƴƻ ōƘƻƛƭŜΣ ŀ /ƻƳŘƛ ŎǊƛŘŜΣέ ƛǘ ŘŀǘŜǎ ǘƻ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ тлл 
A.D.  It was translated into English by Mary E. Bryne (1880-1931), 
and put into verse form by Eleanor Henrietta Hull (1860-935), where 
it was included in a collection entitled Poem Book of the Gael 
(1912).  Born in Ireland and graduated from the National University 
ƻŦ LǊŜƭŀƴŘ ƛƴ мфлрΣ aŀǊȅ .ǊȅƴŜ ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘŀƴŎŜƭƭƻǊΩǎ DƻƭŘ 
Medal at the Royal University, and was a member of the Royal Irish 
Academy.  She was the co-author of Old and Mid-Irish Dictionary. 
Author and researcher, Eleanor Henrietta Hull was founder of the 
LǊƛǎƘ ¢ŜȄǘ {ƻŎƛŜǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ƘȅƳƴΩǎ ǘǳƴŜΣ SLANE, is named for a hill near 
Tara, Ireland.  It was first included in Patrick W. Joyce's Old Irish Folk 
Music and Songs (1901).  Its soaring melody conjures up visions of a 
flutist playing it on a beautiful hill on a warm sunny day.  The har-
monization in The Presbyterian Hymnal, 1990, is by David Evans 
(1874-1948), a noted Welsh music editor, and Professor of Music at 
University College in Cardiff, Wales.  

τDennis Elwell, Minister of Music 

Continued from page 1 

themτthat are bucking the trend.  But for our denomination as a 
whole, the picture is pretty bleak. 

²Ƙŀǘ LΩƳ ǿƻƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƛǎΥ ŀǊŜ ǿŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴǎ ŀƴ hƭŘǎƳƻōƛƭŜ-era 
church in an age of Toyotas and Hondas?  Are we a print media-era 
church in a world of blogs and Twitter?  Are weτin other wordsτa 
church that was well adapted to the modern world of the mid-
ǘǿŜƴǘƛŜǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅΣ ōǳǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ ŦƛƎǳǊŜŘ ƻǳǘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƎǊŀǇǇƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ 
this thing called postmodernity in the twenty-first? 

These are very important questions for all of us to be wrestling with.  
L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ŦŜǿ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƳŀǘǘŜǊǎΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ŀƭǎƻ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
you think.  What do you think the reason for this decline is?  What 
do Presbyterians need to do differently?  What is God calling our 
denomination to be today?  E-Ƴŀƛƭ ƳŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎΣ ŀƴŘ LΩƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ 
them along with my own next month.  

Grace & Peaceτ 
Wallace 
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Worship & Music 
Last Event in the Music Series, 

2011-2012 

 

JOHANNES BRAHMSΩ A GERMAN REQUIEM 
Sunday, March 25, 2012, 3:00 PM 

 

The Adult and Youth Choirs of 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
Ardmore Presbyterian Church 
{ǘΦ tŀǳƭΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 

 

and Soloists 
Iris Fairfax, Soprano 
Daniel Lickteig, Bass 

 

Dennis Elwell, Conductor 
 

Performed with Orchestra at the 
Ardmore Presbyterian Church 

5 Montgomery Avenue, Ardmore, PA 
 

Free admission with a free-will offering received 

Music Series, 2011-2012 
 

THE PHILADELPHIA WINDS IN CONCERT 
TO BENEFIT THE AMERICAN CANCER SOCIETY 

Shrove Tuesday, February 21, 2012, 7:30 PM 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church 

 

Preceded by a Pancake Supperτ6:30 PM 
 

Following their smashing performance last season 
at Overbrook Church, The Philadelphia Winds re-
turn on Shrove Tuesday evening, February 21, with 
a concert designed to delight listeners of all ages 
and tastes.  Consisting of ten players (five brass and 
five woodwinds), many of these highly talented mu-
sicians perform regularly with The Pennsylvania Bal-
let Orchestra, the Philly Pops, Orchestra 2001, and 
the Philadelphia Opera Company Orchestra.  Last 
ǎŜŀǎƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǊŀǾŜ ǊŜǾƛŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ Ŏƻƴπ
certgoers, including the children who marveled to 
watch and listen to the ensemble, as it spun its 
unique sound.  The program should run only an 
hour so the kids can be home for bedtime.  There is 
no admission fee to attend the concert, though a 
free-will offering will be received with proceeds go-
ing to the American Cancer Society.      

Prior to the concert, a traditional Shrove Tuesday 
Pancake Supper will be served in the Wistar Morris 
Room.  Tickets for the supper can be purchased at a 
discount prior to February 21 at Coffee Hour or 
though the Church Office: Adults $6 and Children  
$3 (12 and under); or they can be purchased at the 
door on February 21: Adults $8 and Children $5 (12 
and under).  This is another great opportunity to 
share a fun meal with family or friends, enjoy an 
hour of wonderful music performed by superb mu-
sicians, and support the American Cancer Society.  
5ƻƴΩǘ Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ŦǳƴΗ  

τDennis Elwell, Minister of Music 

Ash Wednesday Service 
Wednesday, February 22, 7:00 PM, 
in McMillan Chapel 

Join us as we begin the Lenten sea-
son for a contemplative service of 
readings, prayer, art, music, and si-
lence, with a short Lenten reflec-
tion, and the imposition of ashes. 

Chancel Flowers for 2012 
A new sign-up board is in the Wistar Morris Room.  
What a wonderful way to remember your loved ones 
who have passed away or to honor someone for a 
special occasion. The cost for chancel flowers is $30.  
If you have any questions, please contact Anita Belfie 
in the Church Office. 
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Worship & Music 
The Overbrook Choir                
2013 European Tour 
In the late summer of 2011, first news of The Over-
ōǊƻƻƪ /ƘƻƛǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ǘǊƛǇ ǘƻ [ŜƛǇȊƛƎΣ 5ǊŜǎŘŜƴΣ .ŜǊƭƛƴΣ 
Halle and Prague was announced in News from the 
Crossroads. Definitive plans are now coming to-
gether, and as always, The Overbrook Choir would 
welcome any who might like to join them on the con-
cert tour in late May and early June, 2013.  Over-
brook members and friends that have toured with 
the choir in the past have received information about 
the tour, and now the invitation to go with the choir 
in 2013 is open to all.  

The tour leaves on Thursday, May 30, 2013, and ends 
as the choir returns home on Friday, June 7.  Besides 
singing in the cities mentioned above, the choir and 
guests will be staying in four-star hotels, having a 
number of meals together, and visiting more than a 
half dozen unique venues with guided tours.  Guests 

are not obligated to go to all of the concerts that the 
choir presents, though they are welcome to, as they 
may want to visit additional places of interest on their 
own.  However, all travel together. 

A color brochure about the tour is available with a 
daily itinerary schedule, important information, and 
costs.  Please see Dennis Elwell to acquire a brochure 
and guest reservation forms.  An initial $100 will hold 
a place for the tour.  Future trip deposits will be re-
quired in a detailed schedule during late 2012 and 
early 2013.       

No doubt many of those who have traveled with the 
choir to Europe will testify to what a life-enriching 
experience a choir tour is.  It creates memories of 
places seen, connections with local people, and 
bonds with fellow travelers that last for many, many 
years.  Please consider this opportunity to enjoy a 
perhaps once-in-a-lifetime experience in 2013.     

τDennis Elwell, Minister of Music 

Mission & Outreach 
Second Annual Overbrook Week 
at Broad Street Ministry 
February 26 though March 3 is officially Overbrook 
Week at Broad Street Ministry!  Last year we sent 
over 35 people throughout the week to serve and 
work together to help with all of the wonderful pro-
grams that Broad Street Ministry offers to the com-
munity. Like last year, we have many opportunities 
throughout the week to help.  You can choose to vol-
unteer from any of the following shifts: 

Sunday, February 26. We will kick off the week of 
ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ōȅ ŀǘǘŜƴŘƛƴƎ .{aΩǎ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ŜǾŜƴƛƴƎ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ 
service at 6:00 PM.  The youth will be invited to help 
serve dinner. 

Tuesday, February 28. Market: Volunteer shifts avail-
able from 9:30 AM to 1:00 PM or 1:30 to 5:00 PM. 
Volunteers will assist guests with setting up the mar-

ket, shopping, checking out guests, answering ques-
tions, or cleaning up. 

Thursday, March 1. Breaking Bread Meal: Volunteers 
needed from 10:30 AM to 3:30 PM.  Volunteers will 
be involved in the preparation of the meal; Volun-
teers will also assist in the cleanup of the meal, and in 
serving the meal.  

Nightly, February 26 through March 3.  Overnight 
Café (shelter) 9:00 PM to Midnight: Each night we can 
send a few volunteers to help with the overnight 
café.  Volunteers will help serve coffee, tea, and soup 
to guests and help fulfill supplies or clothing requests.   

Please contact me at kristinsjacobson@gmail.com for 
more information or to sign up to volunteer.  In addi-
tion, a sign-up sheet will be available at a mission ta-
ble during Coffee Hour leading up to the week. 

τKristin Jacobson, 
Chair of Mission & Outreach Comm.   

mailto:kristinsjacobson@gmail.com
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Mission & Outreach 

7ÏÍÅÎȭÓ $ÉÎÉÎÇ #ÉÒÃÌÅ 
Another Wonderful Evening for a Good Cause  

¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ 5ƛƴƛƴƎ /ƛǊŎƭŜ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ŀǘ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ 
/ƻǎƎǊƛŦŦΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ƻƴ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлΣ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ ŀŘŘƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ 
drinks, special appetizers, a delicious dinner and a 
very tasty dessert, the 31 guests heard a presen-
ǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻƴ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ tƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ wŀŘƴƻǊΦ  /ŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ 
ǘŜƴǘƘ ŀƴƴƛǾŜǊǎŀǊȅ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ tƭŀŎŜτ
according to their mission statementτάǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ 
a safe and supportive environment for grieving 
children and families and acts as a community 
resource to foster understanding of the effects of 
ƎǊƛŜŦ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ  9ȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊΣ /ŀǊǊƛŜ 
Miluski, discussed their support groups, outreach 
programs and volunteer opportunities. For more 
information about this vital and dedicated organi-
zation, go to www.petersplaceonline.org. Thanks 
to the generosity of Overbrook women and 
friends, we will be sending a donation of 
$1,720.00 to support their work.  

The next WDC event will be in March ς watch 
your email or check the next newsletter for date 
and location, and plan to join us for a special eve-
ning fellowship for a good cause.  

τJane Rozmiarek  

The Spice of Life 
At Broad Street Ministry where Overbrook 
members volunteer frequently there is a 
άǎǘƻǊŜέ ƻŦ ŘƻƴŀǘŜŘ ŦƻƻŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƭƛŜƴǘǎ Ŏŀƴ 
ŎƻƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƴŘ άōǳȅΦέ  !Ŏǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜ ǎǘƻǊŜ 
items are donated, and folks who need the 
food can come in and choose what they 
like; however, one thing is noticeably miss-
ing ς spices!  All kinds of spicesτmustard, 
hot sauce, really hot sauce, catsup, chili 

powder, even plain old salt and pepper.  The next time 
you are at the grocery store, check out the spice aisle 
and pick up a couple of things that you think would 
ǎǇƛŎŜ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƳŜŀƭΦ  

The Mission & Outreach Committee has designated Feb-
ǊǳŀǊȅ нс ǘƻ aŀǊŎƘ н ŀǎ άhǾŜǊōǊƻƻƪ ²ŜŜƪ ŀǘ .ǊƻŀŘ 
{ǘǊŜŜǘ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦέ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜǘ ŀ Ǝƻŀƭ ƻŦ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ рлл 
bottles, jars, or shakers of condiments ς can you help us 
ǊŜŀŎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŀƭΚ {ǇƛŎŜ ǳǇ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜΩǎ ƳŜŀƭǎ ōȅ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ 
items to the Church Office or drop them off at the Mis-
sion table after worship every Sunday.  Thank you!  

τJane Rozmiarek  

Souper Bowl of Caring 
Sunday, February 5, 11:30 AM, in the Fellowship Hall 

The Souper Bowl of caring 
began in 1990 led by one 
youth group. Since that 
time, this youth-led mission 
has generated more than 
$60 million in contributions 
for charities across the country.  

On February 5, Super Bowl Sunday, please join us during 
Coffee Hour for a meal of soup and fresh bread with a 
suggested donation of $5 per person. 

The funds raised will go directly to a charity chosen by 
our youth group and announced on Souper Bowl Sun-
day! 

τKristin Jacobson, Chair of Mission & Outreach Comm.  

Heavenly Harvest Meals 
Every Thursday, 10:00 AM, at Calvin Presbyterian 
Church, 60th and Master Street.  Volunteers from 
Overbrook are needed each week to prepare and 
serve a healthy and nutritious meal for our 
neighbors in the Carroll Park community in West 
Philadelphia.  Contact Kristin Jacobson at          
kristinsjacobson@gmail.com or Elizabeth Cosgriff 
at cosgriff@dca.net. 

τSusan Tindall, 
Director of Christian Education 

 

 

mailto:cosgriff@dca.net
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Coffee Hour Hosts 
February 5: Kristin Jacobson 
February 12: Dornell Guthrie and Angie Goodall 
February 19: Subramanian and Stokes-Robinson fami-

lies 
February 26: Will and Sue Schick 

A sign-up chart is in the Wistar Morris 
Room.  Contact Lori Spadaro (610-745-
4694) or Katie Kupstas (610-789-1129).  
The next open dates are March 11, April 
22 and April 29. 

The Art of the Passion 
The history of the place of art in Christianity is a 
story of rich, occasionally violent debate.  At the 
end of the sixth century, Pope Gregory the Great 
ǇǊƻŎƭŀƛƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ άǇŀƛƴǘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƛƭƭƛǘŜǊŀǘŜ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǿǊƛǘƛƴƎ ŘƻŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ŏŀƴ ǊŜŀŘΦέ  !ƴŘ 
this acceptance of the teaching potential of art 
was to resound through the centuries in western 
Christianity.  Visual art that convincingly told the 
sacred stories of the Bible flourished.  Some of it 
was made to be placed in sacred spaces. Later, it 
ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ŦƻǊ άŀŜǎǘƘŜǘƛŎέ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ 
meant as decoration for the houses of God.  In ei-
ther case, artists have sought to put themselves in 
a position to interpret the sacred episodes of scrip-
ture and re-present them convincingly, soulfully, 
ǘƻ ǾƛŜǿŜǊǎΦ  9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ŀǊǘƛǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ άŀǊǘƛǎǘƛŎ ƭƛπ
ŎŜƴǎŜέ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŜŘ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ 
ways that may not adhere literally to scripture, 
these representations can be very moving. 

The Art of the Passion tour of the collection of sa-
cred work at the Philadelphia Museum of Art of-
fers at least one such work.  It is a large painting 
made by the seventeenth-century Spanish artist 
Murillo and it depicts a private moment when Je-
sus is met by his mother while he is dragging his 
cross up the hill to his crucifixion. This moment is 
not described in scripture, yet it offers a glimpse 
ƛƴǘƻ WŜǎǳǎΩ ƘǳƳŀƴƛǘȅΦ  !ƴȅ ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǇƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŀƴ 
ounce of compassion (Christian or not!) can recog-
ƴƛȊŜ ƛƴ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǎǘǳǊŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŀƎƻƴȅ ƻŦ ŀ 
mother accepting yet protesting the inevitable 
execution of her innocent son. 

Please join me on Sunday, March 4, 2012 at the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art for a look at this work 
and other sacred works associated with Easter for 
άǘƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tŀǎǎƛƻƴΦέ  We will assemble on the 
second floor balcony at 1:00 PM.  Admission is 
άtŀȅ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛǎƘέ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŀȅΦ 

τPeter Seidel, Overbrook member and art teacher 

Urban/Suburban Book Club 
Tuesday, February 21, 7:00 to 9:00 PM 
Wynnefield Presbyterian Church 

The book this month is City of Thieves, by David Ben-
ioff. 

This is a book club of diverse membership involving 
members of several Presbyterian churches, including 
Overbrook.  All are welcome to attend.  For more infor-
mation, contact Alyce Marsh at 215-472-7886. 

Henry Ossawa Tanner Presentation  
Monday, February 27, 7:00 PM, in McMillan Chapel 

!ǎ ŀ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ hǾŜǊōǊƻƻƪΩǎ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀƴŎŜ 
of Black History Month, we are host-
ing a scholar from the Pennsylvania 
Academy of the Fine Arts to give a 
multimedia presentation on Tanner, 
the pioneering African-American art-
ist from Philadelphia who paintedτ
among other masterpiecesτthe 
ά!ƴƴǳƴŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
Wistar Morris Room over the fireplace.  Come join us! 

t!C! ƛǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘƭȅ ƘƻƭŘƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ¢ŀƴƴŜǊΩǎ 
work.  We will organize a tour of the exhibition for 
Overbrook members in March or April.  Stay tuned for 
details! 
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February Birthdays 
2. Jessica Sheau, Nick Henry 
3. Rob Wilson 
4. Kevon Bratcher 
5. Beulah Wilson 
8. Arthur Piatt 
9. Sophie Bubar 
10. Amos Paul 
11. Asta Gundrum, Aidan Butko 
12. Alex Gattone, Mikey Mangino 
14. Brett Kaercher, Jennifer Mangino 
15. Jim Vagnoni, Wilmot Harris, Philip Piatt 
16. Lucy Mason, Evelyn McDuell Gorman, Katie Kupstas 
17. Jill Van Rawley 
19. Danielle Long 
23. Helena Bryant 
24. Joe Pierce 
25. Margaret Young 

Deacons Delivering Flowers 
February 5: Rachel Carnahan and Martha Phan 
February 12: Matt Horst and Nickie Stokes 
February 19: John Baker and Jennifer Cleghorn 
February 26: Elizabeth Mendoza 
 and Caroline Skinner 

Prayer List 
 

Please include our members 
and friends in your prayers. 

 

For our homebound 
members and friends 
Frank Cutaiar, Suzanne Ott, 
Florence Kelly, Beth Swope, Ernest Strother, Wil-
mot Harris, Mary VandenBerge 

 

For those recently hospitalized 
or facing health challenges 
Fred Kaercher, Patrice Pompa, Pat Dillon, Tom 
Rodgers (DƭƻǊƛŀ WǳǎǘƛƴΩǎ son), Elsie Neely, Leo-
nard Sloan, Mason Williams (WŀƴŜ YǊǳƳǊƛƴŜΩǎ 
friend), Robert DeLucca (WƻƘƴ ϧ !ƴƛǘŀ .ŜƭŦƛŜΩǎ 
friend), Ben (WŜŀƴ .ŀƪŜǊΩǎ friend), Russell Marron 
(WǳŘȅ ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳǎƻƴΩǎ father), Veronica Wistar, 
Elizabeth Molina, Milton Stokes 

 

Please contact one of our Deacons to add names 
or concerns to this list.  We can be reached by e-
mail from the Overbrook Church website, by leav-
ing a message in the Church Office, or by speaking 
to one of the Deacons. 

Financial Assistance  
In recent months, we have had a number of individuals 
coming to the churchτboth during the week, and on 
Sundaysτasking for money for food and other house-
hold needs. 

It is often hard to know how to assess the sincerity of 
these requests, and how best to respond.  As a church, 
ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǳǊƴ ƴŜŜŘȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǿŀȅ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ōŜπ
ƛƴƎ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛƴǘƻ 
the habit of giving cash handouts, as most social work-
ers say that is not the ideal solution. 

Thanks to a new initiative of the Deacons, we now are 
able to give out ShopRite gift cards as well as SEPTA 
tokens.  This will ensure that those who are truly needy 
will be ableτat the very leastτto get transportation 
someplace, and be able to buy a few days worth of gro-
ceries.  These are kept in a safe place, locked up in the 
Church Office. 

If anyone should approach you at church asking for as-
sistance, please direct them to one of our deacons or 
staff people, who will be able to assist them.   



February 2012 Page 8 

Christian Education 

Youth Group Announcements 
We return to our regularly schedule meetings every 
second and fourth Sunday during February. 

On February 12, we will be eating dinner and enjoy-
ing a time of fellowship from 6:00 to 7:30 PM at the 
church. 

On February 26, youth group will take place at 
Broad Street Ministry.  We will attend worship and 
serve dinner following the service.  Please RSVP to 
Susan Tindall by February 19 if you can attend our 
outing to Broad Street Ministry. 

τSusan Tindall, Director of Christian Education  

Nursery Volunteers 
The nursery is looking for a few good adult volun-
teers to give a Sunday to spending time with our 
youngest attendees.  We have a monthly rotation 
and we would enjoy seeing more families added to 
the volunteer list.  The nursery at Overbrook has 
been established as giving the finest care with our 
experienced staff.  We would like to continue the 
high standard of care offered to infants and tod-
dlers, so please consider becoming part of the 
team!  If you are interested in learning more about 
becoming a nursery volunteer, please contact 
Susan Tindall for more information or to sign up for 
a nursery shift. 

τSusan Tindall, Director of Christian Education  

Five Ways to Volunteer in CE 
1. Join a Christian Education Work Group 
Groups meet once a month to discuss programming 
ideas and to develop a more cohesive and engaging 
Christian Education ministry.  By working on a specific 
project, work group volunteers accomplish more with-
out major time commitments.  Consider joining one 
today! 

2. Be a Confirmation Mentor 
We will begin confirmation classes at the end of Feb-
ruary.  Confirmation mentors walk alongside students 
going through the confirmation process.  Being a men-
tor is a special job and is a long-standing Christian tra-
dition.  Be a part of the journey during this Lenten sea-
son. 

3. Volunteer to be a Sunday School Teacher 
Sunday school teachers volunteer for a one-month 
stint to guide students through important Bible stories 
in the Old and New Testaments.  The curriculum is vol-
unteer-friendly and easy to follow.  We are always 
looking for more people to join the Sunday School 
teaching team. 

4. Sponsor a Youth Group Dinner 
Eating pizza for every meal sounds like the ideal teen-
age diet.  Overbrook youth group loves having dinner 
together and enjoy more than just pizza.  Consider 
bringing a main dish, side dish, or dessert to a youth 
group meeting every second and fourth Sunday of the 
month.  Sign up to potluck for our Overbrook middle 
school and high school students! 

5. Donate 
Christian Education requires many random materials 
you may have in your junk drawer.  Glue sticks, con-
struction paper, kid and adult scissors, and much more 
are used almost every week with children, youth, and 
adults.  Consider making a donation of these items to 
Christian Education.  Please contact Susan Tindall be-
fore making your donation! 

τSusan Tindall, Director of Christian Education  

Where Does Cents-Ability Go? 
50% goes to the Hunger Fund of the Presbytery of 
Philadelphia 
(care closets, etc.) 

25% goes to the Presbyterian Hunger Program 
(domestic and international hunger work) 

25% goes to food support necessary for fighting 
HIV/AIDS and accompanying anti-retrovirals as 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊȅΩǎ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ ½ŀƳōƛŀ 
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Bible Study  
 

Wednesday mornings, 10:00 to 11:30 AM 
in the Williamson Room 

Led by Wallace W. Bubar 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻŦ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅΣ ǿŜΩƭƭ ōŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ {ŎǊƛǇπ
ture readings for the upcoming Sunday: 

February 1: Isaiah 40:21-31, Mark 1:29-39 
February 8: Matthew 14:22-23 
February 15: Exodus 24:12-18, Mark 9:2-9 
February 22: Genesis 9:8-17, I Peter 3:18-22 
February 29: Genesis 17:1-16, Romans 4:13-25 

In the month of March, Bible Study participants will be 
ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ άhƴŜ .ƻƻƪΣ hƴŜ hǾŜǊōǊƻƻƪέ ŜŦπ
fort, and are encouraged to read Take This Bread, by 
Sara Miles.  In Bible Study, we will look at several bibli-
cal passages that relate to the book, focusing on 
themes of bread and eating (e.g., manna in the wilder-
ness, the feeding of the 5,000, the road to Emmaus, 
etc.)  Our discussion will be informed by the reading of 
Take This Bread, but reading the book is not required.   

Christian Education 
Adult Forum 
Sunday mornings, 9:15 to 10:15 AM 
in McMillan Chapel 

February Series: 
Black History and Other Minorities Month 
ά5ƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ LƴŎƭǳǎƛƻƴΥ 
! /ƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ wŀŎƛŀƭ wŜŎƻƴŎƛƭƛŀǘƛƻƴέ 

In February, Adult Forum sets aside time to con-
front and discuss the deeply-rooted issues that 
continue to divide us along racial lines.  Dr. Linda 
Williamson Nelson, professor at Stockton College, 
will begin our conversation on February 5.  Other 
guest facilitators will continue to guide the conver-
sation throughout the month.   In the past few 
years, February Adult Forum has become an im-
portant tradition in the Overbrook congregation as 
a way of celebrating our own diversity, while con-
tinuing to work towards a greater reconciliation 
among all people.  Come join the conversation! 

τSusan Tindall, Director of Christian Education  

One Book, One Overbrook 
Take This Bread: The Spiritual Memoir of a Twenty-First Century Christian, by Sara Miles 

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ǾŜƛƴ ƻŦ άhƴŜ .ƻƻƪΣ hƴŜ tƘƛƭŀŘŜƭǇƘƛŀΣέ hǾŜǊōǊƻƻƪ ƛǎ ŀŘŀǇǘƛƴƎ ƛǘǎ ƻǿƴ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ 
during the Lenten season.  The goal is to have everyone reading the same book at 
ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ  ǎŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΣ Take This Bread by Sara Miles, chronicles one 
ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ Ƴƻǎǘƭȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ŦƻƻŘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ 
enjoy hunger advocacy work or even just eating good food, you will love reading 
aƛƭŜǎΩ ǘŜǎǘƛƳƻƴȅΦ 

We will be organizing small groups during February to coordinate this new initia-
ǘƛǾŜΦ  tƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭ ƎǊƻǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ άhƴŜ .ƻƻƪΣ hƴŜ 
hǾŜǊōǊƻƻƪέ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΗ 

¢ƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ǇƻǊǘǊŀȅǎ ŀ ƎǊƛǘǘȅ ǇŜǊǎǇŜŎǘƛǾŜ ƻŦ aƛƭŜǎΩ ǎǘƻǊȅΣ ŀƴŘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ 
graphic language and content.  Recommended reading for college aged students 
and adults.  Sign-up sheets will be in the Wistar Morris Room during Coffee Hour 
beginning February 5 and ending February 26. 

τSusan Tindall, Director of Christian Education  
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Administration  
Parish Associate 
Announces Retirement 
Dear friends, 

It is with reluctance but also with the conviction that 
comes after deep and long prayer and consideration 
that I am asking to retire as Parish Associate. 

While my health remains pretty good, aging brings a 
diminishing of my abilities to carry out ministerial func-
tions at a level this congregation deserves, or that is 
satisfactory to me. 

You have a fine professional staff in Wallace and Susan 
who, with their contemporary backgrounds and abili-
ties, are well able to lead you as a 21st-century church. 

(To be perfectly honest with you, I am firmly en-
trenched in the 20th century, and I would prefer to stay 
there.) 

Even as I seek opportunities to serve in situations 
where my talents will be adequate to the needs, I will 
remain a cheerleader for Overbrook as you move for-
ward on a path for faithful service. 

The love I have held for you in the past 20+ years will 
ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜΣ ŀƴŘ L ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘŜǎǘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎǎ ŀƴŘ 
continued guidance and growth. 

Faithfully, 
Peg Papsch 

3ÈÁÒÉÎÇ 'ÏÄȭÓ "ÌÅÓÓÉÎÇÓ 
The Stewardship Committee, working closely with 
the Finance Committee, set a goal of securing 
$375,000 in pledges in order to project a balanced 
operating budget in 2012.  Thanks to the generous 
support of our community of faith, we have 
reached 90% of our goal. 

We have gratefully received over 100 pledgesτ
many from those who had not regularly offered a 
pledge before.  A significant number of people of-
fered an increase in their annual pledge commit-
ment. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ƴƻǘ ȅŜǘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǇƭŜŘƎŜΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƻƻ 
late!  Every dollar we receive helps further our 
ministryτsupporting staff, Christian education, 
mission and outreach, the music program, and the 
many costs associated with operating and main-
taining our buildingτand brings us closer to pro-
jecting a balanced budget for 2012. 

τZeeAnn Mason, Chair of Stewardship Committee 

Annual Meeting 
The Session has called the 123rd Annual Meeting of 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church, to be held: 

Sunday, February 12, 10:30 AM, in the Sanctuary 

The annual meeting will again be incorporated within 
the worship service, as we give thanks to God for Over-
ōǊƻƻƪΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎ ƛƴ нлммΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ 
on the work to be done in 2012. 

Annual Reports will be made available. 

 

From the Session 
At its first Stated Meeting of the calendar year, the 
Session elected the following officers for 2012: 

Terry Henry            President of the Corporation 
Olga E. Hoggard    Clerk of Session 
John Mason           Treasurer 

The Moderator, The Rev. Wallace W. Bubar, ap-
pointed the following committee chairs: 

Worship & Music       Beulah Wilson 
Christian Education   Sharon Parker 
Mission & Outreach   Kristin Jacobson 
New Members            Liz Shah 
Congregational Life    Katie Kupstas 
Pre-School                   Leigh Partridge 
Property                       Jeff Roth 
Finance                         Amos Paul 
Stewardship                ZeeAnn Mason 
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February 2012 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
10:00 AM Bible 

Study 
7:30 PM Property 

Comm. 

2 
10:00 AM Meal at 

Calvin 
6:30 PM Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 PM Over-

brook Choir 
Rehearsal 

3 4 

5         5th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:15 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
9:15 AM Adult Forum 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Souper Bowl of Caring 

6 7 
1:30 PM Worship 

& Music Comm. 

8 
10:00 AM Bible 

Study 
6:30 PM Pre-

School Comm. 

9 
10:00 AM Meal at 

Calvin 
6:30 PM Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 PM Over-

brook Choir 
Rehearsal 

10 
 

11 

12       6th Sunday after Epiphany 
9:00 AM Finance Comm. 
9:15 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
9:15 AM Adult Forum 
10:30 AM Worship/Annual Meet-

ing 
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
12:00 PM Deacons 
6:00 PM Youth Group 

13 14 
7:30 PM Session 

15 
10:00 AM Bible 

Study 
6:30 PM Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 

16 
10:00 AM Meal at 

Calvin 
7:30 PM Over-

brook Choir 
Rehearsal (at 
Ardmore Pres.) 

17 18 

19             Transfiguration Sunday 
9:15 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
9:15 AM Adult Forum 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 

20 21 
6:30 PM Pancake 

Supper 
7:30 PM Philadel-

phia Winds Con-
cert 

22            Ash Wed. 
10:00 AM Bible 

Study 
7:00 PM Ash 

Wednesday 
Service 

23 
10:00 AM Meal at 

Calvin 
6:30 PM Handbell 

Choir Rehearsal 
8:00 PM Over-

brook Choir 
Rehearsal 

24 
9:00 PM Confirma-

tion Lock-in 

25 
Confirma-
tion Lock-in 

26                      1st Sunday in Lent 
9:15 AM Junior Choir Rehearsal 
9:15 AM Adult Forum 
10:30 AM Worship 
11:30 AM Coffee Hour 
12:00 PM Stewardship Comm. 
12:00 PM Mission & Outreach 
TBA Youth Group Mission 
Broad Street Ministry Week 

27 
7:00 PM 

Henry 
Tanner 
Presen-
tation 

28 
Broad Street Min-

istry Week 

29 
10:00 AM Bible 

Study 
7:00 PM FIF2 

Comm. 
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New Church Listserv 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church has a new listserv, to 
improve communication within our community of 
faith.  Most of the congregation was automatically 
subscribed at the end of 2011.  However, if you are 
not yet subscribed and would like to be, send an e-
mail to overbrookpresb-request@listserve.com with 
ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƘŜƭǇέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ 
to the list. 

A listserv is a great way to send out reminders about 
events as well as help make the community aware of 
prayer concerns and other needs.  Treat the conver-
sation on it as you would Coffee Hour conversation.  
Use it like you would the bulletin board in the church 
hallway. 

So, if you need a lift to church on Sunday, if you need 
to round up volunteers for a mission project, if you 
have a piano that needs a new home, or if you want 
ǘƻ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ǘƻ ŎƘŜŎƪ ƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩ ƳŀǊƪŜǘ 
or church flea market, by all means, send a message.  
But if you want to send the joke you got from Uncle 

Ed, start a heated political debate, or try to sell your 
мфсф CƻǊŘ aǳǎǘŀƴƎΣ ƳŀȅōŜ ƛǘΩǎ ōŜǎǘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǘǿƛŎŜ 
before hitting SEND.  

If you are unfamiliar with listservs, note that by send-
ing a message to it, you are sending a message to all 
of its subscribers.  So if you have a personal matter or 
prayer request to discuss with the pastor, do so by 
phone or direct email. One helpful tip: if you do send 
a message to the listserv, please keep the subject line 
as specific as possible. 

This listserv has been set up with your privacy in mind 
and is limited to members and friends of Overbrook 
Presbyterian Church.  All future requests for subscrip-
tion will be approved by the administrator. 

If you choose not to participate, you can simply opt 
out at any time by following the instructions that ap-
pear at the bottom of every message, or you can call 
the Church Office and we will unsubscribe you. 

We hope you take advantage of this helpful tool and 
use it to better our communication.  

τVictor Fiorillo, Listserv Administrator 

mailto:overbrookpresb-request@listserve.com

