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December 2025 
	

NEWS FROM THE CROSSROADS 
	

 
From the Pastor 
When the exiles returned to Jerusalem, their first great task was to 
rebuild the Temple. It was an act of courage and hope:  laying stones on 
top of ruins, trusting that God’s presence would once again dwell among 
them. But once the walls were up and the altar restored, the people 
discovered a new challenge—perhaps the harder one. They had to learn 
how to inhabit what they had rebuilt. 
 
A building, even a sacred one, does not automatically create a 
community. The post-exilic Jews had to discern how worship and life 
together would take shape in this renewed space. They looked back to 
the traditions that had formed them—Scripture, memory, and the 
rhythms of their ancestors—to remember what faithfulness looked like. 
Yet they also knew they were not the same people who had left. Their 
community now included new generations, neighbors who had 
remained in the land, and people whose stories didn’t fit neatly into the 
old patterns. 
 
So they did the slow, holy work of weaving together past and present. 
They reclaimed ancient practices, but they also created new ones that 
fit their moment. They adapted their worship, refined their identity, and 
learned how to welcome and integrate those who had become part of 
the land in their absence. Rebuilding the Temple was a project of 
construction; reinhabiting it was a project of imagination. 
 
Their story reminds us that renewal is never just about a building. It is 
about discerning how God is calling a community to live faithfully—
honoring the past, embracing the present, and making room for those 
who are becoming part of the story now. 
 
In many ways, their work is our work. After the fire, we too have rebuilt—
stone by stone, plan by plan, prayer by prayer. And now, as we look 
toward inhabiting our renewed building this December, we face the 
same sacred task the exiles did: learning how to live well in the space 
we have restored. We do this work with deep gratitude for those who 
came before us, whose faith and perseverance built the foundation we 
now stand on. And we do it with hope for those who will come after us, 
trusting that the care we put into rebuilding and reinhabiting this place 
will become a gift to future generations. 
 

grace + peace 
Adam Hearlson  
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Advent and Christmas at Overbrook: Some Musical Notes 
I think my favorite season of the church year is Advent. Not only does it remind us to stay watchful 
and to anticipate the coming of Christ, but it also has some great music. Here are just a few of the 
pieces, songs, and styles that you can expect this month: 
 
December 7, “Prepare the Way” by Zanaida Stewart Robles:  You may remember this composer’s 
name from earlier this year, when the Overbrook Choir sang a fairly avant-garde setting of the 
Nunc Dimittis. This piece is a little more accessible and tuneful, in which a chantlike melody weaves 
its way among the four voices of the choir while the piano part does, well, something completely 
different. You will be able to read more about the piece in the “Music Spotlight” at the end of the 
bulletin for this service. 
 
December 14, Jazz Service: One of our beloved Advent traditions happens on the third Sunday of 
the season—a jazz quartet provides music for much of the service. Every year, we are reminded 
that the world of church music transcends a specific style, language, or canon, and we are 
rewarded with fresh, creative arrangements of tunes old and new. 
 
December 21, “Veni, Veni Emmanuel” by Michael John Trotta: I have been looking forward to this 
piece for a long time! It first came on my radar earlier this year when the Philadelphia Gay Men’s 
Chorus, for which I am the accompanist, began learning it for our holiday concert. It is an intensely 
rhythmic piece, with a buildup of energy signaling the urgency of the Advent message. 
 
December 24, “Mid-winter” by Bob Chilcott: This popular text, “In the bleak midwinter,” is paired with 
original music. The new tune, combined with an ethereal, sustained piano part, communicates the 
wonder and joy of the birth of the Christ child. 
 
Join us for some or all of these services. And, as always, feel free to reach out to me if you are 
interested in singing, playing, or just learning more about the music here at Overbrook. Have a 
wonderful Advent and Christmas! 
 
—Chris Gage 

HELP WANTED 
A summary of volunteer opportunities at OPC. More details throughout this newsletter. 

Upcoming Opportunities 
• Cooking in Community. Friday, Dec 5, 9:30 AM-12:00 PM. More info on page 7  
• Books Through Bars. Saturday, Dec 6, 1:00 PM–4:00 PM. More info on page 9. 
• Kensington Project. Sunday Dec 7, 9:30 AM. More info on page 11. 
• Norristown Donations. Monday, Dec 15. More info on page 8. 
• Life Center of Delaware County. Tuesday, Dec 30. More info on page 9. 

 
Ongoing Opportunities 

• Host Fellowship Hour. More info on page 13. 
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Stewardship is Always in Season! 
If you did not submit your annual pledge before Dedication Sunday on November 16 - no problem! 
Stewardship is always in season at Overbrook. 
 
As you take time to think about annual end-of-year finances, we ask you please also consider your 
2026 commitment to help Overbrook sustain its staff, ministry and programming and routine building 
needs. Your pledge – an estimate of giving - is integral to OPC’s planning for the coming year. 
 
Pledging has been made easy:  You can submit a pledge on our website, drop your pledge card in 
the Sunday offering plate, send it via mail to the church or shoot an email to Carol Rozmiarek, our 
financial secretary (carol@overbrookpresb.org). 
 
Payment of your pledges also can be done in several ways, including automatic payments. Please 
reach out if you have questions. Every offering is a blessing! Please pledge and give as you are 
able. Thank you! 
 
—Karen Testa 
 

In the Spirit at Overbrook… 
Tuesday Morning Prayer Group. Tuesdays. 7:30-8:30 AM. Online. 
Early risers are invited to start the morning with small group community prayer. Join us from the 
comfort of your home for a time of faith-filled fellowship and shared prayer. All are welcome. Please 
use the following link: tinyurl.com/OPCTuesPrayer. 
 
Centering Prayer. Wednesdays. 9:30-10:00 AM. OPC Office.  
All are welcome to participate in OPC’s Centering Prayer gathering, Wednesday mornings from 
9:30-10:00 AM, in the office at Overbrook Presbyterian Church. Centering Prayer offers opportunities 
for contemplative prayer and reflection. 
 
Adult Bible Study. Wednesdays. 10:30 AM-12:00 PM. OPC Office and Online. 
Led by Pastor Adam, from 10:30 AM-12:00 PM each Wednesday, Bible Study participants meet in the 
office at Overbrook Presbyterian Church.  
 

An Advent Gift  
On November 30, Overbrook will celebrate the first Sunday in Advent and 
mark the beginning of a new liturgical year. Throughout Christianity, the 
season of Advent is a time of preparation, of watching and waiting for the 
birth of our Savior. It is also a time of holy awe, and an opportunity for 
spiritual discovery. During the week of November 23, each OPC household 
received a special gift for the new year, Heaven’s Earthly Life: Wendell 
Berry and the Poetry of Advent. This special Advent gift is accessible 
online (https://tinyurl.com/msdncha6) or provided in a print version for 
those who so prefer. Supplementary poetry is also available online, or in 
print versions. Print copies will be available on the greeting table at Penn 
Wynne on November 30. Together, may we prayerfully celebrate the 
Season of Advent.  

Scan this QR code for  
the Avent gift 

https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/AddPledge/2026pledge
mailto:carol@overbrookpresb.org
https://tinyurl.com/msdncha6
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Stained Glass Notes 
What do the windows say about the ‘great cloud of witnesses’? 
 
Last month, we began exploring the imagery of the Memorial Windows. We looked at the central 
three lancets of the big window with their theme of resurrection. Now let us look at the two side 
lancets which have their own story to tell; the ‘great cloud of witnesses’. 
 
Remember that, when the Windows were dedicated in 1948, the Willet stained glass studio provided 
a written description of the imagery. Here is an excerpt that addresses the side-most two lancets 
of the total of five (lancets are tall windows with Gothic pointed tops). 
 
“The side lancets are devoted to that great cloud of 
witnesses who surrounded our Savior. The left hand 
lancet depicts Old Testament characters, looking 
forward to the coming of the Messiah who was to 
redeem the world and prove the character of God. 
There are Adam and Eve, the first man and woman, 
and Noah, who brings to mind the story of the flood, an 
early counterpart of the resurrection in the sense that 
it marked a new beginning for the world. The 
messenger dove continues the parallel by 
representing hope, always a vital part of setting up a 
new way of life. Other prominent Old Testament 
characters in the left lancet are Abraham, with a 
shepherd’s crook symbolizing faith; Joseph, 
representing noble character; and Moses with the 
tablets of the Law. David, the Psalmist; two outstanding 
prophets, Elijah and Isaiah, who especially prophesied 
the coming of Christ; and Daniel with the lion 
representing his mastery of fear, are seen at the 
bottom of the lancet. 
 
In the right hand lancet are John the Baptist, forerunner 
of Christ, with the wooden cross and raiment of 
camel’s hair, to indicate the ministry in the wilderness 
of him who formed a connection link between the Old 
and New Testaments, and Mary the mother of Jesus, who was John’s contemporary. John and Luke 
were evangelists, Luke having written most about the life of Christ. In the next group are the 
apostles, Peter and Paul. Peter was the leading apostle after Christ’s resurrection and ascension 
and Paul is well known because of his great missionary work in founding the Christian church to 
include the Gentiles. 
 
Later Christian personages are Saints Augustine and Francis of Assisi. Augustine began a new era 
of evangelism after the original evangelists had passed on and St. Francis, a medieval evangelist, 
is shown in a favorite scene from his life, preaching to the birds. With Martin Luther, pioneer of the 
Reformation, there are shown the theses he nailed to the church door at Wittenberg. John Calvin, 
the scholar, who carried on the Reformation after Luther and became the founder of the Reformed 
or Presbyterian Church, is shown with a book representing his comprehensive ‘Institutes of the 
Christian Religion.” 
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This description rounds out the major characters in the left-most and the right-most lancet; the 
‘great cloud of witnesses’. Cartoon drawings below depict both of these lancet windows at the 
edges of the larger window (OPC window #15) which is also shown below in cartoon form. 
 
An inscription across the bottom of the entire window (but not shown in the cartoons) reads, 
“Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” 
 
—Peter Seidel 
Stained Glass Committee  
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Prayer Shawl Ministry 
The prayer shawl ministry warmly welcomes 
all who are interested in making blessed 
handwork for those facing illness or other 
difficulties, as well as those celebrating joys. 
These gifts go to OPC friends and members, 
and also to their family and friends. If you 
would like to request a prayer shawl gift for 
someone you know, please contact Bette 
Homer at bettebhomer@gmail.com or call 
215-470-7736. If you know someone in our 
ministry, feel free to contact him or her. 

Whether you are experienced in hand crafts 
or would like to learn, we invite you to join 
us at our monthly meeting. Crafts are not 
limited to knitting or crocheting. If you make 
a different craft that might be shared through our ministry, please call or email the contact above. 
The next meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 9, 2025 at 11:00 AM at the home of Bette 
Homer, 5948 Woodbine Avenue, Philadelphia. 

If you’re on our prayer shawl email list, we’ll send you confirmation of our meeting dates each 
month. If you’d like to be added to our email list or want more information, please call or email 
contact above. 
 

For Everything There is a Season:  OPC’s Greater Good Garden 
With the harvest season now over, OPC’s Greater Good 
Garden has been repurposed...and re-planted. With 
appreciation to Julianna Johnson, over 250 tulip, 
daffodil, and crocus bulbs were planted where 
eggplants, tomatoes, and peppers recently grew. 
Planted on All Saints’ Day and re-named the Alleluia 
Garden, the former vegetable beds should be in full 
bloom to welcome worshippers to church on Easter 
morning. Following Easter morning worship, OPC 
members and friends will be invited to pick the blooms 
as a sign of the Resurrection. 
 
Julianna is a sophomore at Delaware Valley Friends 
School, and her gardening efforts were part of a school 
service project. We’re grateful that Julianna chose OPC 
for this project! Julianna was assisted in her efforts by 
her mother, Sabrina and her Uncle Devon. Abundant 
appreciation to Julianna and the Johnson family! 
 
-Sharon Parker 
  

mailto:bettebhomer@gmail.com
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OPC’s Retired Persons’ Ministry (RPM) 
May the coming Advent season bring each of us hope, peace, and comfort...and may we realize 
these blessings in the warmth of Christian fellowship. Please join us for the following special 
December events: 
 
Friday, December 5, 9:30 AM–12:00 PM. Cooking in Community: A Bountiful Serving of Care. The 
kitchen of Christ’s Community Church, corner of Riverview and Garrett Roads, Drexel Hill. Calling all 
who can stand the heat and love stirring the pots! Cooking in Community is a monthly opportunity 
to cook for those in need, while enjoying the fellowship of good-spirited, spatula wielding friends. 
On December 5, we will be preparing meals for community members served by the Life Center of 
Eastern Delaware County and baking holiday treats for the at-home members of OPC, as well as 
for members of our ministry partners, The African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas and Christ’s 
Community Church. All supplies and ingredients are provided, as well as an abundance of 
fellowship and snacks. For more information, or to request transportation, please contact Sharon 
Parker (sparker614@gmail.com). 
 
Friday, December 12, 10:00 AM–12:00 PM. The 
Holiday Elves Workshop. The Undercroft of St. 
Thomas African Episcopal Church (Accessible 
through the lower-level doors, adjacent to the St. 
Thomas staff parking lot). All are welcome to 
gather for morning snacks and holiday “magic-
making.” We’ll be crafting cards and packing 
Christmas Care bags for delivery to at-home 
members of our congregations and community. 
Even if you are not a crafter, please join us for the 
conversation, fellowship...and good coffee. 
Christmas spirit is guaranteed! 
 
Friday, December 19, 11:30 AM-1:00 PM. The RPM Christmas Café. Anderson Hall, The African 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. All are warmly welcome to join us for JOY: A Celebration of the 
Season. This special holiday edition of the RPM Cafe will feature the music and the message of this 

Holy Season. Following the lunch buffet, 
there will be joyful noise, quiet 
remembrance, and readings of the 
Christmas story from diverse religious 
and cultural traditions. Please bring a 
friend for this time of seasonal 
celebration. 
 
RPM is a mutual ministry of OPC and The 
African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas; 
there is no cost to participate. RSVP’s are 
appreciated. Please respond to Sharon 
Parker (sparker614@gmail.com) 
 
Peace and joy to all!  
  

mailto:sparker614@gmail.com
mailto:sparker614@gmail.com
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Mission & Outreach 
This holiday season Mission and Outreach will provide two different ways to share 
Christmas joy with children in need. 
 
1. If you wish to give to an individual child - Mission and Outreach has agreed to 
sponsor 20 children from the Community Action Agency of Delaware County by 
providing items from their wish lists.  
 

How can you help? 
After worship on Sundays, November 23 or November 30, please stop by the Mission table during 
Fellowship Hour to pick up a name (or two!) of a CAADC child. Complete the holiday shopping and 
return items to church by December 14. Items can be wrapped or unwrapped but must be brought 
together in a bag which conceals its contents. Gifts may be brought to Fellowship Hour or to Penn 
Wynne’s parking lot after worship on Sundays November 30, December 7 or 14. Please contact 
Janet Bowker if you need to make different arrangements. 
 
 
2. If you wish to provide a bit of Christmas - Overbrook Presbyterian Church has the opportunity 
to bring Christmas joy to children and families served by Gemma Services. Gemma Services, 
formerly Presbyterian Children’s Village, provides comprehensive programs for more than 3,000 
youth and families, helping them to navigate challenging times and reach for their brightest 
futures. Programs include residential treatment, the Martin Luther School, and community-based 
services throughout Philadelphia and Delaware County.  
 
How can you help?  

● Donate a gift card. The most useful are $25 gift cards to Amazon, ShopRite, 
Target and Walmart. A gift card will help a family buy the perfect present for 
their child or provide their family with a holiday meal. 
● You may also shop from the 2025 Gift Wish List. Gifts should be new and 
unwrapped. Bring your gift cards or gifts to Fellowship Hour on Sunday, 
November 30 and December 7. Contact Jennifer Watts for more information. 
Look for Santa’s elves at the Mission and Outreach table during Fellowship 
Hour. 

 
 
On Friday, November 21, 10 volunteers from OPC traveled to First 
Presbyterian Church in Haddonfield to participate in their MobilePac 
for Feed My Starving Children. Overbrook has supported FMSC pre-
Covid, and we are excited to renew our relationship with them. Check 
back next month for pictures 
 

 
Norristown Hospitality Center - 3rd Monday of each month. Use the 
SignUp to donate breakfast items. The next opportunity is Monday, 
December 15. We are grateful for your faithful contributions which enable 
the Hospitality Center to provide much needed meals and services to 
those in need. 
 
 

https://www.gemmaservices.org/
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2PDSAIHUZCXA1/ref=cm_go_nav_hz
https://www.fmsc.org/
https://tinyurl.com/37zj5cpu
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Life Center of Eastern Delaware County - 5th Tuesday of a month - next opportunity Tuesday, 
December 30. Serve dinner to the residents of the Life Center. The meal has been prepared by the 
Retired Persons Ministry; we are now looking for volunteers to serve the meal.  
 
 
Books Through Bars - 1st Saturday of a month - Next opportunity Saturday, December 6. Join a 
nice bunch of OPC folks who select books from the BTB library in response to inmates’ requests; 
write packing slips; or prepare packages for mailing. We carpool to Baltimore Avenue from the OPC 
parking lot at 1:00 PM and return there by 4:00 PM.  
 
 
Education 

● Did you know that Overbrook Presbyterian provides the library staff at Samuel Gompers 
Elementary School in Wynnefield?  

  
● Mission and Outreach is also involved in providing math support in a 6th grade classroom 

at Gompers.  
 
If you want to learn more about any of these activities, please check out the Mission Table in 
Fellowship Hour or contact Janet. 
 
 
Upcoming in January 

 
Saturday, January 10 - Women’s Dining Circle brunch at the home 
of Stephanie Anthony. Look for your Evite after the holidays.  
 
Monday, January 19 - Martin Luther King Day of Service - Tee-shirt 
Memorial to the Lost. Details to follow. 

 

 

mailto:jabowker1001@gmail.com
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First Fridays, Monthly Youth Group 
If you’re in grades 6-12, join us on Friday, December 5. We’ll be having a Christmas Party at 
Overbrook Presbyterian Church. Each youth please bring one wrapped gift value between $5 to 
$10. We are inviting all parents of youth for a separate dinner and information session about 
confirmation which starts in January 2026. Please bring an appetizer or dessert to share, and RSVP 
to youth@overbrookpresb.org by 12/1 so we can plan the dinner. 
 
Save the Dates 

● Friday, January 9: New Year’s Celebration at OPC  
● February 6, March 6, April 3, May 1, June 5 

 
On Friday, November 7th we had 18 Youth attend at the home of Sunanda and Phillip Brown. They 
had a taco dinner, prepared by Sunanda, played basketball in the Browns’ driveway, played bingo, 
caught up with friends from the Triennium and talked about next month’s activities. 

 

mailto:youth@overbrookpresb.org
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Youth Sunday School 
Grades 6-12 are invited to leave after the sermon to study the lessons that were just shared and 
their related scripture. How does the word relate to our present-day lives? 
 
 
The Kensington Project 
The Kensington Project is a non-profit organization that 
supports people affected by the opioid crisis in Philadelphia’s 
Kensington neighborhood. Youth and families are invited to join 
us as we feed, clothe, and love our neighbors.  
 
Our next visit to Kensington will be earlier in December, on 
Sunday December 7. We are going to work with Dawn at The 
Kensington Project and other volunteers to deliver a happy 
Christmas celebration. We will meet at OPC at 9:30 AM to 
prepare, have a brief worship together, and then depart for 
Kensington. Please let Becky Lazo (443-745-3178 or 
rebeccalazo@hotmail.com) or Suchita Fiorillo 
(youth@overbrookpresb.org) know if you want to attend! Stay 
tuned for more details. 
 
On November 9 at Kensington, we had nine Youths and nine 
adults from OPC. We had a lot of hands on deck! We served egg 
casseroles, snacks and drinks. Gave out a TON of clothing, 
shoes, blankets and coats, rain ponchos, hygiene items, back 
packs and sleeping bags. Quite a few needed wound care that 
Amy and Kyrstin tended to. There were still a few people 
needing meals after we ran out so we took them to the store 
and bought them a hot meal. Even though the weather was 
miserable, all of our friends were in good spirits and happy to 
see us. Thank you to team Ken Canz for all of the wonderful 
donations! 
 
 
Confirmation Classes 
The Confirmation Class is a time for our young people to explore 
the life of faith, deepen their relationship with God, and become 
more acquainted with our Presbyterian traditions. Class 
sessions will begin in January 2026 
 
If your child is interested in participating, please complete this 
Confirmation Information Form. This will help us prepare well 
and provide the best experience for each student. 
 
Youth Co-Directors 
Artia Benjamin and Suchita Fiorillo 
  

mailto:rebeccalazo@hotmail.com
mailto:youth@overbrookpresb.org
https://forms.gle/a8tfPKgsq4hMys7N7
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News from Philadelphia Presbytery December 2025 
Elder Artia Benjamin attended the Stated Meeting of the Presbytery of Philadelphia on 
November 18, 2025 at The Presbyterian Church of Chestnut Hill, Philadelphia PA. Revs 
CeCe Armstong and Tony Larson, co-moderator of the 226th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church USA were the worship leaders. The offering given at worship will go 
to the Hunger & Food Insecurity Fund. If you want to donate, click the link 
(https://tinyurl.com/Nov18Donate) or scan the QR code.  
 
Elections 
REVEREND CHRISTOPHER J. HOLLAND II, was elected as Moderator of the Presbytery of Philadelphia for 
2026 he is the executive pastor of Salt & Light Community Presbyterian Church. 
 
ELDER DAVID F. HUTING, was elected as Vice-Moderator of the Presbytery of Philadelphia Elder David F. 
Huting has been an active member of First Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia.  
 
Presbyterian Youth Triennium 2025 Recap 
A recap with a video was given about the Presbyterian Youth Triennium Philadelphia Presbytery 
Delegation, 39 people from our presbytery attended in Louisville, Kentucky. Some of the youth 
participants told of their experience on the video along with scenes from the event. The adult 
leaders/chaperones, Christian Heyer Rivera, Carol Wagenheiser, Suchita Fiorillo, Artia Benjamin, Teisha 
Fooks and Josias Luctamar, were thanked for their service. 
 
Pilgrimage to Ghana: Voices from the Journey 2025 Ministry Narrative: A Glimpse into our Mission 
A report and video was given about the pilgrimage to Ghana and to the Presbyterian Church of Ghana. 
 
Commission on Resources and Creative Ministry 
The 2025 Covenant Fund Grants Award Report $94,000 has been awarded to ten different ministries 
within our presbytery to “spark new initiatives and collaborative ministries that benefit the communities 
surrounding our churches.”  
 
Events Philadelphia Presbytery 
❖ December Events 

➢ Liturgy of Light: An Advent Prayer Service 
■ Date & Time:  December 2, 2025. 3:00 – 4:00 PM 
■ Location: Oxford Presbyterian Church 8501 Stenton Ave, Philadelphia, PA 

➢ Buckets of Blessings for the Presbyterian Disaster Assistance 
Presbytery Challenge! One Church at least one Bucket! 

■ Date Due:  December 3, 2025.  
■ Ways for churches to participate: Make their own 5-gallon bucket or donate $115 

which is the estimated cost of the bucket.  
■ Contact info:  Rev Brenton Thompson bthompson@presbyphil.org  

➢ Presbyterian Women Christmas Mission Luncheon 
■ Come celebrate the season with stories of mission, hope and fellowship as we share 

The Ghanaian Experience reflections 
■ Date & Time:  December 6, 2025. Registration 9:30 AM. Program 10:00 AM 
■ Location:  Oxford Presbyterian Church 8501 Stenton Ave, Philadelphia, PA 
■ Contact Info:  philly.pwppp@gmail.com/267-471-0832 

➢ Mt. Airy Holiday Jazz Cafe 
■ Date & Time: December 13, 2025. 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
■ Location: Mt. Airy Presbyterian Church 500 East Mt. Pleasant Ave. Philadelphia, PA 

➢ National Black Presbyterian Caucus - For Unto Us: A Savior is Born! 
■ Date & Time:  Saturday, December 20, 2025. 9:30 AM 
■ Location:  Oxford Presbyterian Church 8501 Stenton Ave, Philadelphia, PA 19160 
■ Please bring donations of non-perishable foods 

https://tinyurl.com/Nov18Donate
https://presbyphl.org/calendar/
https://presbyphl.org/event/liturgy-of-light-an-advent-prayer-service/
mailto:bthompson@presbyphil.org
mailto:philly.pwppp@gmail.com
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Congregational Life 
Fellowship Hour Hosts 
We are grateful for all those who have hosted in November. Thank you to those who have 
volunteered to host in December. If you would like an opportunity to practice hospitality and 
kindness toward one another or celebrate a special event. Please sign up to be a Fellowship Hour 
host. We still need your help. There are several ways to help: 

● Be a host – bring the food 
● Set up before service – arrive at 10:30 AM to help the host 
● Clean up after Fellowship Hour – help the host 

 
Just fill out the SignUp Genius.  
Here’s the link: www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4aacae2da2fe3-fellowship 

 
Hosts provide 150 bites of food. Keep the selection of food simple. Handheld food 
only. Example: one fresh selection (such as a bag of Cuties); one gluten-free 
option; enough other snacks to fill 10 to 15 small trays. OPC provides table covers, 
plates, cups, trays or utensils, and will set up and break down the tables and 
chairs and remove trash. 
 

Here are some more tips for hosting: 
• Take all leftover food that is perishable home with you or give it away to someone. 
• Hosts do not need to break down furniture. It will be put away by Leonard. 
• Trash and recycling will be handled by Leonard.  
• Coffee will be made and served by the Coffee Ministry, so you, as host, do not have to do 

anything for coffee. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact Artia Benjamin (clc@overbrookpresb.org). You will 
receive a reminder email from the SignUp Genius application. Please provide your email and phone 
number when you sign up. We will send you the Fellowship Hour Tips and guidelines document. 
 
The Congregational Life Committee thanks 
the following people for hosting Fellowship 
Hour in November! 
• November 2 – Karen Taussig-Lux and 

Raelyn Harman 
• November 9 - Books Through Bars Ministry 
• November 16 – Stewardship/CLC, Pie 

Sunday 
• November 23 – Mary Ann Blair 
• November 30 – Youth Ministry 

Thanks to the following people who have 
volunteered to host in December! 
● December 7 – To be Determined 
● December 14 - Congregational Life Committee 
● December 21 – To be Determined 
● December 28 – To be Determined 
 

 
“For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in” Matthew 25:35 
 
We appreciate your support! 
Congregational Life Committee  

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/4090a4aacae2da2fe3-fellowship
mailto:clc@overbrookpresb.org
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Ongoing Weekly Events 
Every Tuesday 
• Tuesday Morning Prayer Group. 7:30 AM. Online. Join https://bit.ly/3yxD2F4-Meeting ID: 932 

4865 5338 
 
Every Wednesday 
• Centering Prayer. 9:30 AM. Overbrook Presbyterian Church office. 
• Bible Study. 10:30 AM. Overbrook Presbyterian Church office. 
 
Every Thursday 
• Choir Rehearsal. 7:30 PM. Gold preschool room of Overbrook Presbyterian Church. All are welcome, 

regardless of experience or skill level. For more information, contact Chris Gage 
(music@overbrookpresb.org).  

• The Overbrook Westminster Handbell Choir meets for several Thursdays in a row before playing 
in worship. We rehearse in the OPC basement from 6:30 to 7:15 PM 

 
	

Committee Information 
 

Committee Name Monthly Meeting Chair or Co-Chairs 

Worship and Music 
worship@overbrookpresb.org 

3rd Monday 
7:30 PM* Pat Dillon 

Deacons 
deacons@overbrookpresb.org 

2nd Monday  
7:30 PM* 

Denise Stewart 
Mads Cosgriff 

Mission and Outreach 
mission@overbrookpresb.org 

4th Sunday  
1:00 PM Jeff Bowker 

Finance 
finance@overbrookpresb.org 

1st Tuesday 
7:00 PM* Lainie Blodgett 

Children and Family Ministry (CFM) 
cfm@overbrookpresb.org TBD Molly Andrews Burke 

Personnel  
personnel@overbrookpresb.org TBD Elizabeth Cosgriff 

Property 
property@overbrookpresb.org TBD Jeff Bowker 

Stewardship 
stewardship@overbrookpresb.org TBD Karen Testa 

Congregational Life 
clc@overbrookpresb.org TBD Artia Benjamin 

Welcoming 
welcoming@overbrookpresb.org TBD Elizabeth Mendoza 

Youth Ministry 
youth@overbrookpresb.org TBD Artia Benjamin 

Suchita Fiorillo 
An asterisk (*) indicates that the committee meets virtually. 
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Deacons 
Prayer List 
• Prayers for restoration of health for Jim Stephens, as 

he recovers from complications from surgery.  
• Prayers for Janine and Matthew, friends of Jeff 

Bowker, as they deal with personal issues.  
• Prayers for restoration of health for Ann Elise Lindgren 

as she recovers from a fall. 
• Prayers for dignity, stability, and comfort for all those 

navigating changes in government assistance 
programs. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for Beulah Wilson as 
she recovers from recent surgery. 

• Prayers for healing and restoration of strength for 
Alyce Marsh as she recovers from a recent surgery. 

• Prayers of healing and strength for Desire Gumedzo, 
brother of Dela Geraldo. 

• Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for 
Michael O’Hara, brother of Miriam Harden. 

• Prayers of health and restoration for Richard Mayo, 
brother of Pat Ogundele and uncle of Andrea 
Gosfield, as he continues his recovery at a long-term 
care facility. 

• Prayers of healing and comfort for Kathy Katz, 
mother of Jason Katz and dear friend of the Morris 
family, as she recovers from a stroke. 

• Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Beth 
Brawley’s mom, Patricia, as she faces health 
challenges. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for Gail Kaercher as 
she faces new medical challenges. 

• Prayers for Peggy Boatwright and her daughter as 
they face challenges navigating decisions after fire 
spread through Peggy’s home. 

• Prayers for all who are facing health concerns, 
especially Brian Henderson, Gwen Anthony, Scott 
Long, Vince Gilhool, Gwen Harden, Ed Harvey, Bette 
Homer, Milton Stokes, Valerie Craig, Joan Moylan, Jim 
Moylan, Davorka Sabljak and Natalie DeShields. 

Please contact Lisa Faso (manager@overbrookpresb.org) 
or Adam Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresb.org)  

to add names to the prayer list. 

HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS! 
12/1 ......... Henry Adjei 

Nancy Magee 
Glynn McCann 

12/2 ........ Deborah Snyder 
12/3 ........ Jim Stephens 
12/4 ....... Donna Bell-Koon 

Kevin Boswell 
12/6 ....... Karen Taussig-Lux 
12/7 ........ Tyrone Frisby 
12/10 ...... Margene Biedermann 

Anne Foote 
Laura Taylor 

12/11 ....... Alyce March 
12/16 ...... Ameerah Skipper 
12/18 ...... Ian Eastling 

Rex Hasselstrom 
Maya Mendoza 

12/19 ...... Andrew Paul 
Keira Taylor 

12/20 ..... Bob Kaercher 
12/22 ..... Isabel Bowser 
12/23 ..... Julius Parrotta 
12/24 ..... Hannah Baukert 
12/26 ..... Naima Sorey 
12/28 ..... Tristan Clark 
12/29 ..... Zee Ann Mason 
12/31 ...... Max Mason 

 
If the birthday for you or a family member  
is not listed and you wish to be included on 

the monthly birthday list, please email  
office@overbrookpresb.org. 


