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A few days ago, city workers cut deep through the asphalt outside my office window. The saw
required two people to operate, creeping slowly along predetermined lines. Eventually a
rpackhoe loader will come through and rip up the asphalt and lay a drainage pipe. In due time,

Church is a welcomingour parking lot will collect rain water and return it back to the water table where it can then
and diverse Christianirrigate the earth. Trees will lay roots deep into the ground and find water the water we
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Scollected. Because of our decisions, our sewer systems will be less prone to overflowing int
our local streams and rivers. By putting a hole in our parking lot streams will run clearer.
éometimes digging a hole in the round is a holy task.

| know all of this. | feel all of this. | agree with all of this. And as that saw cut through the
asphalt in the middle of my meeting, I di
fish swimming in clear streams. Instead, | felt annoyed. The saw sounded like a jet engine. |
was a sound that crawled into my ear and made it difficult to hear anything else. Meanwhile, |
was preparing to leave for vacation and had a lovely checklist that needed attention. Emails tc
write, phone calls to make, and final preparations before | set my away message and walke
hout the door. But that noise. It was so loud and | was so annoyed.

| am ashamed to admit that too often | let the inconvenience of the work occlude the ends of
the work. | forget that ministry is full of minor (and major) inconveniences. These
inconveniences arendét a bug, they are a f
and our ease of life. It is through these frustrations that God provides perspective and renews
purpose. Because if many years from now future generations might be given the chance t
wade into a clear stream on a hot day, then | can weather the asphalt saw outside my window.
My meeting can be less efficient for the sake of tree roots. My to do list can be half done s
that future ministers might finish theirs.

| see now that the noise was more than noise. It was an invitation. It was like the bells of the
church calling us to worship. The saw was a call to weather the frustrations and difficulties
for the sake of a better world. The present rarely knows the sacrifices the past has made

Church Office Hours
Monday- Thursday
9:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Fridays thru Labor Da
9:00AM to 12:00 PM

Likewise, the future generations will never recognize all of the petty frustrations we weather
today so that they might inherit a better world. This is what grace looks like. We have
received this grace from our ancestors and this is the grace we pass on to our children.

In his poem, A Vision, Wendell Berry, the great American poet and prophet, writes about the
cost of repairing the world. Berry suggests that being steady and true in a world that
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encourages us to chase convenience and love the cheap dream is a holy task. Ministry requir
a broader perspective and a longer time frame to make any sense. So we work today and the
as Berry puts it,
a long time after we are dead
the lives our lives prepare will live

mmitteeé. . 4 there, their houses strongly placed
utreach €.5 upon the valley sides, fields and gardens
Fééééeeeée. b6

rich in the windows. The river will run
clear, as we will never know it,

and over it, birdsong like a canopy.




Upcoming Worship Services

August 4, 2019 August 18, 2019
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost/Commuiiiemth Sunday after Pentecost
Lectionariosea 1111; Luke 12:23 Lectionarysaiah 5:¥; Heb. 11:2P2:2

Preachingylegan LeCluyse Preachingdam Hearlson

Lay LeadeCalvin Marshall Lay LeadeXoble Brigham

August 11, 2019 August 25, 2019

Ninth Sunday after Pentecost Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost jﬂw/ Cls
Lectionarysaiah 1:1, D; Heb. 113, 816 Lectionaryer. 1:40; Heb. 128 WO 1P
Preachind\dam Hearlson Preaching\dam Hearlson

Lay LeadeBean Whalen Lay LeadeAmanda Duckworth

Session News

Dear Overbrook,
The Session met in a special meeting Tuesday night, July 16, to discuss plans to help fill the gaps created b
Sharon Parkerds absence. (This was a speci al me e
meeting for July.)

As you may Kknow, Sharon served as both Director
simply no way one person could replicate all Sharon has done! So Adam, the Personnel and Christian Ed
committees, and others are collaborating on a comprehensive plan to ensure all our bases are covered.

Wedl |l share all the details when this plan is fi
In the meantime, if you have questions or concerns, please feel free to reach out.

Peace,
Overbrook Session

From the Director of Music
. Singing and Ringing This Summét All Are Welcome!

Did you miss |l ast monthdés pickup choir? |
was for you. Well, fear not: you will have another chance to sing with the Overbrook
Summer (Pickup) Choir o8unday, August X8ote that this date iglifferentfrom what

was previously advertised). Just as before, come to the sanctuary at 9:30 that morning to
learn some simple but excellent music to sing during the service.

I am also thrilled to announce th&ckup Handbell Choirin August. This opportunity is
for new and experienced ringers alike; it involves a few days of rehearsals, then ringing during the service. Here is the
schedule:

Wednesday, August 81Rehearsal, 6:30:30 p.m.

Thursday, August 22 Rehearsal, 6:30:30 p.m.

Saturday, August 24 Rehearsal, 10:a01:00 a.m.

Sunday, August Zb Ring in worship!

So, whether youbve played bells for years or youlBbve
forward to a great handbell experience. Please join us to celebrate music this summer!

Christopher Gage, Director of Music
Page? Overbrook Presbyterian Church



Christian Education

Update on Youth Mission trip to Altoona and Triennium trip to Purdue University:
eight youth and three teens represented Overbrook Presbyterian Church in July. They

; worked, they worshipped, and they praised God! We are grateful for their
W commitment to their community of faith and are grateful to all who worked to

support t heir travel s. Dondt mi ss a s
which youth will share their experiences.

News from Christian Education: The CE committee met most recently on July 21. Among other things, the Committe
finalized the decision to revert back to theevious Sunday School schedule where children are dismissed following the

sermon. Sunday School will resume on September 15, at this new (old) time. The committee, along with Pastor Ade
will spend the next month reviewing curriculum options and will be planning for the Fall at the next CE meeting on

August 18. More information will be shared with families and the congregation when it is available. In the meantime,

you are interested in teaching Sunday School or volunteering to work with children and youth, please contact Beck
Lazo.

-Becky Lazo, Committee Chair

Congregational Life/Fellowship

Summer Coffee Hour Ministry

During the summer months we still carry on the OPC tradition of Coffee Hour but we change to Ice Tea/
Lemonade Hour during the warmer weather. We are still in ne€cbéfee Hour Hosts for the following
August 4, and 1&ndSeptember 8, 15, 22 and 28 sign up genius has been created please look for it on
the website, community Facebook page and also in the weekivis.

Are you wondering which ministry you can get involved with at OPC that can fit into your schedule?
Volunteering to host a coffee hour after worship is an ideal activity. Instructions for this easily accomplished ministry
are available on the OPC websitdl. agescan participate. Remember keep it simple. There are always folks present
to lend a hand. Coffee hour is a cherished tradition at OPC and hosts are heaped with gratitude by this congregatic
For more information please contact Peggy Kaercher a6420906 or Pat Ogundele at 6668-1309. Thank you.

Communication
Do you recei ve-NeWB?Ufocd pledse e k | |WisitEOPC on Facebook! Friend us. Like us. Be sure to

contact Lisa or Carol in the office to ensure that we have ypjgin the Overbrook Presbyterian Church Community
email address in our online database. THels is
published every Friday with all the events for the upcoming
week at OPC and is delivered right to your email

Facebook Papal your FB friends that you like us and
invite them to visit and like us as well.

Say Goodbye to Listserve and Hello to Real
So as of September 1, Listserve will no long
active but have no fear, Realm is here. Real
our online community database which allows us to
communicate with each other, has an online directory of
members/friends, members can even check their giving
statements online. So, if you are not on Realm, please email
Carol or Lisa in the office to receive your invitation.

o

Gy LIKE US ON
realm

@ J facebook
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Property Committee

STORMWATER ABATEMENT PROJECT/PARKING LOT

We are sorry to announce that yet again, the storm water project has been delayed. The reason for the delay
RAIN--the crew has not been able to finish their previous project because of too much rain over the past few
weeks!

Once the work has been started, | willsend the Sigityp Genius to allow people to sign up for being a
driver or traffic director during Sunday Service. As you may recall the driver will need to drive his/her own
car back and forth to the train station BEFORE and AFTER chuFcffic directors will monitor traffic and
parking in the City Ave. spaceBlust be able to stand and walk outside in any weather for 1 hour

Please keep the faith that this will happen somedfyou have questions, please feel free to email at
carnahanrachel@gmail.com and | will do my best to answer.
Thank you for your patience! ‘ I,

-Rachel Carnahan
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