Overbrook

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Worship Service
November 9, 2025
11:00 A.M.



Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church (on the Road)

We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning!

Notes on Today’s Service:

Leadership:
The Rev. Dr. Chaz Howard, Guest Preacher
Janie Martin, Liturgist
Anthony Carrella, Director of Children and Family Ministries
The Overbrook Choir
Syrena Torres, mezz0-soprano
Dr. Nathan Zullinger, guest pianist and conductor

Today’s chancel flowers are given by Beth Brawley
in loving memory of her uncle, David Pelton.

Childcare is available during the worship service.
Worship is for all ages, but, should your infant or preschooler
become restless, excellent childcare is provided in the nursery.

Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour
hosted by Books through Bars.



*=Stand as you are able

GATHERING IN
PRELUDE
INTROIT John Yarrington
So may we praise thee (b.1943)
CALL TO WORSHIP Janie Martin

Leader: Come, people of God, with thankful hearts and open hands.

People: 'We come to give thanks for the abundance of God’s grace.

Leader: The earth yields its gifts—sun and rain, seed and harvest,
love and life.

People: All that we have and all that we are come from the

generosity of God.
Leader: Let us rejoice and be glad in the Giver of every good gift.
All: We will worship with joy, give with gratitude,
and live with generous hearts
S HYMN (on next page) ES FLOG EIN KLEINS
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
WELCOME
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE (unison) Janie Martin

Gracious and giving God,

You have poured out blessings beyond our counting—
yet we confess that we often live as if there is not enough.
We hoard what we have, fearing scarcity.

We compare our gifts instead of sharing them.

We forget that your grace overflows.

Forgive us, Lord.

Teach us again the freedom of gratitude,

the beauty of generosity,

and the peace that comes from trusting your abundance.
Shape our lives into vessels of your grace,

so that through us your love might flow to others.

SILENT CONFESSION

EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE
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1 Hail to the Lord’s a - noint - ed, great Da - vid’s great-er  Son!
2 You come with res-cue speed - y to those who suf-fer wrong,
3 You shall come down like show - ers up - on the fruit-ful earth;
4 Kings shall fall down be - fore you, and gold and in-cense bring;
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Hail, in the time ap - point - ed, your reign on earth be - gun!
to help the poor and need - vy, and bid the weak be strong;
love, joy, and hope, like flow - ers, spring in your path to birth.
all na-tions shall a - dore you, your praise all peo-ple sing.
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You come to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap-tive free,
to give them songs for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to light,
Be - fore you on the moun - tains shall peace, the her-ald, go;
To vyou shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows as - cend;
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to take a - way trans - gres - sion, and rule in eq-ui - ty.

whose souls,con-demned and dy - ing, are pre-cious in your sight.

and right-eous-ness in foun - tains from hill to wval-ley flow.

your king-dom still in - creas - ing, a king-dom with-out end.
—
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The service continues on the previous page.
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+*SONG OF PRAISE Andraé Crouch

Bless the Lord
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Bless the Lord, O mysoul: and  all that is with-
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-in me, Bless His ho - ly name.
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He has done great things, He has done great things,
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He has done great things, Bless His ho - ly name!

HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL LESSON Matthew 20:20-28 Janie Martin

One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

BIBILCAL STORYTELLING Anthony Carrella
(Following the storytelling, learners in Pre-K through Grade 5
are encouraged to recess to Sunday School.)



SOLO Felix Mendelssohn
“Orest in the Lord” from Elijah (1809-1847)
Syrena Torres, mezzo-soprano

O rest in the Lord, wait patiently for Him,
and He shall give thee thy heart’s desires.
Commit thy way unto Him, and trust in Him;
and fret not thyself because of evildoers.
Julius Schubring (1839-1914),
tr. William Bartholomew (1793-1867)

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 16:1-23 Chaz Howard
One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “The Way up is Down” Chaz Howard

*HYMN (on opposite page) NEW BRITAIN
Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound

»APOSTLES CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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1A - maz - ing grace, how sweet the sound, that
2 ‘Twas  grace that taught my heart to  fear and
3 Through man - ¥y dan - gers, toils, and snares, I
4 The Lord has prom - ised good to  me; his
5 When we've been there ten thou - sand years, bright
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saved a wretch like me! I once was lost, but
grace my fears re - lieved. How pre - cilous did that
have al - read - y come. ‘Tis grace  has brought me
word my hope  se - cures. He will my shield and
shin - ing as the  sun, we've no less days to
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now am  found, was blind, but now I see
grace ap - pear the hour I first be - lieved!
safe thus  far, and grace will lead me home.
por - tion be as long as life en - dures.
sing God’s praise than when we'd first be - gun,
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CHOCTAW CREEK NAVAHO
Shilombish holitopa ma! Po ya fek cha he thiat ah tet Nizhéntigo joobd diits’a’
Ishmminti pulla cha ah non ah cha pa kas yisddshiitinigtt,
hatak ilbusha pia ha cha fee kee o funnan la kus lah y66iiyd, k'ad
is pi yukpalashke. um e ha ta la yus. shéndhoosdzin,

doo eesh’ff da Hit'éé.

As was his custom, the author wrote this hymn to accompany his sermon on 1 Chronicles 17:16-17, preached
on January 1, 1773; he called it “Faith’s Review and Expectation.” Much of its current popularity comes from
this now-familiar tune, an association that began in 1835,




RESPONDING TO THE WORD

LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS
MINUTE FOR MISSION
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
One: The Peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

INVITATION TO OFFERING

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING
O For a Heart to Praise My God
The Overbrook Choir
Nate Zullinger, guest conductor

O for a heart to praise my God,
A heart from sin set free,
A heart that always feels thy blood
so freely spilt for me.

A heart, resigned, submissive, meek,
My great Redeemer’s throne,
where only Christ is heard to speak,
Where Jesus reigns alone:

Janie Martin

Janie Martin

Richard Delong
(1963-2020)



A humble, lowly, contrite heart,
Believing, true, and clean:
Which neither life nor death can part
from Him that dwells within:

A heart in every thought renewed,
And full of love divine;
Perfect, and right, and pure, and good,
A copy, Lord, of Thine.

Thy nature, gracious Lord, impart;
Come quickly from above,
Write Thy new name upon my heart,
Thy new, best name of love.

Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

+DOXOLOGY HYMN No. 605
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Praise to God Al - might - y;

praise to the Ho - ly



+PRAYER OF DEDICATION Janie Martin

Leader: Use these gifts, O Lord, and use us,
to bless the world you so love.
May our giving be a sign of our gratitude,
our gratitude a sign of our faith,
and our faith a sign of your generous Spirit at work among us.
Through Christ, the giver of every good gift, we pray.

All:  Amen.
SENDING FORTH
*HYMN (on opposite page) JESU, JESU
Jesu, Jesu, Fill Us with Your Love
“*BENEDICTION Chaz Howard
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude.
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love; all these are neigh-bors to us and you.

feet; this is the way we should live like you.



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
When available, R codes to sign up or RSVP are located to the right of announcements.

Today we welcome the Rev. Dr. Charles Lattimore Howard to our pulpit. He
serves as The University Chaplain and Vice President for Social Equity &
Community at the University of Pennsylvania, his alma mater. Over his nearly
three decades at Penn, he and his team have worked to curate a dynamic spiritual
and religious community on and around campus. In addition to his
responsibilities as Chaplain, Chaz has provided leadership to a range of campus
initiatives and taught in Penn’s College of Arts & Sciences and Graduate School
of Education. In 2020, he was invited to assume an additional role at Penn as the
inaugural Vice President for Social Equity & Community. His writing has been
featured in such publications as Sojourners Magazine, Daily Good, Chronicle of
Higher Education, The Huffington Post, The Christian Century, The Philadelphia
Inquirer, The Forward, Democratic Left, and Slate. He is the author of six books
including most recently Uncovering Your Path: Spiritual Reflections for Finding your
Purpose. He shares life with his beloved wife, Dr. Lia C. Howard and their three
daughters

Centering Prayer and Bible Study—November 12 Join us for these two
midweek programs, which take place in the OPC Conference Room. Centering
Prayer begins at 9:30 A.M., and Bible Study begins at 10:30 A.M.

Stewardship Season Pie Sharingc—Sunday, November 16. This SIGNUP
season is in high gear, and that means we're just two Sundays away 4
from the day we dedicate our annual pledges and celebrate with PIE!
If you can bake or buy a pie to share, please scan the QR code. Please =
note we could use a few pies that meet dietary restrictions. We also
need a few helpers to plate the pie slices before worship and to help E o IE
with clean-up. All volunteer slots are in the same sign-up. As always,

thank you!

An Invitation to All: A Pre-Advent Retreat—Saturday, November 15, 9:30
AM. to noon. Join us for “A Light Shines in the Darkness,” a morning of
contemplative reflection and Advent preparation Inspired by OPC’s 2025 Advent
devotional, Heaven's Earthly Life: Wendell Berry and the Poetry of Advent, this seasonal
retreat will be held at the home of Janie Martin, 435 Parkview Drive,
Wynnewood, PA 19096. All materials will be provided; RSVP to Janie
(janie.m4rtin@gmail.com) by November 12.



mailto:janie.m4rtin@gmail.com

Fellowship Hour Hosts Needed. If you would like to host but need ~ SIGN UP
some help, CLC can help provide assistance with food and supplies. 1 i
(Note that the coffee service is a separate ministry.) Fellowship Hour 5
is an important part of Sunday mornings, and there are several fga ¢t
available slots this summer. If you would like more information or gtz
have any questions about this ministry, feel free to reach out to
clc@overbrookpresb.org.

Chancel Flowers—Donations needed. Please consider donating the Sunday
morning chancel flowers in honor/memory of a loved one or simply in a
celebration or thanksgiving for the many blessings we receive. The cost is $60.00,
but you may contribute what you wish. To sign up, follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/2p8ecsur. There are three ways to pay for the flowers:

1. Logonto Realm: https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/give/flowers

2. Text “GIVEOPC FLOWERS $60.00” to 73256 to give using your mobile
device. This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel
further messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text
HELP. Standard text message and data rates may apply.

3. Malil a check to the church office, Attn: Carol. Please indicate “Chancel
Flowers” in the memo of the check.

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa (manager@overbrookpresb.org)
or Carol (carol@overbrookpresb.org).

Music MINISTRY

Choir Rehearsals—Thursday Evenings. All are welcome to participate in the
music ministry here at Overbrook in a variety of ways;

The Overbrook Choir meets every Thursday from 7:30 to 9:00 P.M. in
the basement of OPC and sings every Sunday during worship. Feel free
to join us regardless of past experience!

The Overbrook Westminster Handbell Choir meets for several
Thursdays in a row before playing in worship; we are currently
rehearsing for our November worship service, and all are welcome. We
rehearse in the OPC basement from 6:30 to 7:15 P.M.

The Overbrook Gospel Choir will resume in January.

No prior experience is required! For more information, contact Chris Gage
(music@overbrookpresb.org).
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RETIRED PERSONS MINISTRY

Coffee and Conversation in Trying Times—Friday, November 14, 10:00 A.M.
to noon. All are welcome to enjoy a light brunch and the opportunity for
stimulating conversation in the undercroft of St. Thomas African Episcopal
Church, accessible through the lower-level doors. We will read together and
share reflections on Anne Snyder's essay, “Quo Vadis? The Struggle to Live in
Truth Today.” Print copies will be available, as will copies of companion essays
from the journal Comment: Public Theology for the Common Good. The welcome will be
warm, and the coffee will be hot.

MISSION AND OUTREACH

Norristown Hospitality Donations—This month, Norristown  SIGNUP
delivery will be on Monday, November 16, and donations will be
due in worship the day before. There are still a few items needed
for this month’s donation. If you are able to contribute, scan the
QR code. For  details, contact Janet Bowker
(jabowkerl001@gmail.com).

Feed my Starving Children (FMSC)—Friday, November 21.  DONATE
FMSC is a US-based, Christian organization that Overbrook has g
supported for many years. We are delighted to have a small team [=] 51 =]
of volunteers heading to Haddonfield to help pack nutritious =
meals for underfed/undernourished children (and adults) around

the world. Part of the volunteering is donating enough money to [=]

pay for the meals that we pack. If you feel so moved, please

consider donating to the Haddonfield MobilePack event by

scanning the QR code. If you have any questions about FMSC or

would like to volunteer, please contact Becky Lazo
(rebeccalazo@hotmail.com or 443-745-3178).
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Holiday Donations Needed. Mission and Outreach has agreed SEEWISHLIST
to sponsor 20 children from Gemma Services. Gemma Services,
formerly Presbyterian Children’s Village, provides comprehensive
programs for more than 3,000 youth and families, helping them to
navigate challenging times and reach for their brightest futures.
Programs include residential treatment, the Martin Luther
School, and community-based services throughout Philadelphia
and Delaware County. The agency assures us that there are no
big-ticket items.

After worship on November 23 and November 30, please stop by the Mission
table during Fellowship Hour to pick up a name (or two!) of a CAADC child.
Complete the holiday shopping and return items to church by December 14.
Items can be wrapped or unwrapped, but must be brought together in a bag
which hides its contents. Gifts may be brought to Penn Wynne’s parking lot after
worship on Sundays November 30, December 7 or 14. We thank you for your
generosity!

Here is how you can bring Christmas joy to Gemma children and families:

e Donate a gift card. The most useful are $25 gift cards to Amazon,
ShopRite, Target and Walmart. A gift card will help a family buy the
perfect present for their child or provide their family with a holiday meal.

e Provide gifts from the 2025 Gift Wish List (scan QR code to see list).
Gifts should be new and unwrapped.

Bring your gift cards and gifts to Fellowship Hour on Sunday, November 30 and
December 7. Together we can make a difference! Contact Jennifer Watts
(jwattsrn@gmail.com) for more information.
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PRAYER LIST

Prayers for Janine and Matthew, friends of Jeff Bowker, as they deal with
personal issues.

Prayers for restoration of health for Ann Elise Lindgren as she recovers from a
fall.

Prayers for restoration of health for Beulah Wilson as she recovers from recent
surgery.

Prayers of resilience and support for all those impacted by the government
shutdown.

Prayers for healing and restoration of strength for Alyce Marsh as she recovers
from a recent surgery.

Prayers of healing and strength for Desire Gumedzo, brother of Dela Geraldo.
Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Michael O'Hara, brother of
Miriam Harden.

Prayers for restoration of health for Jim Stephens following surgery.

Well wishes and prayers of encouragement for the children and youth of
Overbrook as they begin a new school year,

Prayers of support and gratitude for all teachers and school personnel as they
begin the 2025-2026 school year.

Prayers of health and restoration for Richard Mayo, brother of Pat Ogundele
and uncle of Andrea Gosfield, as he continues his recovery at a long-term care
facility.

Prayers of healing and comfort for Kathy Katz, mother of Jason Katz and dear
friend of the Morris family, as she recovers from a stroke.

Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Beth Brawley’s mom, Patricia,
as she faces health challenges.

Prayers for restoration of health for Gail Kaercher as she faces new medical
challenges.

Prayers for Peggy Boatwright and her daughter as they face challenges
navigating decisions after fire spread through Peggy’s home.

Prayers for all who are facing health concerns, especially Brian Henderson,
Gwen Anthony, Scott Long, Vince Gilhool, Gwen Harden, Ed Harvey, Bette
Homer, Milton Stokes, Valerie Craig, Joan Moylan, Jim Moylan, Davorka
Sabljak and Natalie DeShields.

Please contact Deacons (deacons@overbrookpresb.org) or
Adam Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresh.org) to add names to the prayer list.
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OPC SESSION MEMBERS:
Adam Hearlson, Moderator

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Elizabeth Cosgriff**  Artia Benjamin Brian Burke
Bob Harden, Jr.** Joseph Blair Karen Testa
Janie Martin* Keedra Carroll** Brian Taussig-Lux**
Corinna Bowser Solomon Hunter**  Christoph Von Andreae**
Cheryl Davis Nathalie May** Mimi Winkler**

OPC DEACONS:

Mads Piatt Cosgriff and Denise Stewart, Co-Moderators, Board of Deacons

Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Zee Ann Mason, Secretary
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027

Dela Geraldo Denise Stewart Margene Biedermann
Sharon Elwell Miriam Harden** Mads Piatt Cosgriff
Bill Baker** Leah Mayne** Zee Ann Mason

Bob Kaercher** Jason Sheau** Mike Rottinger **
Philip Brown

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151
Phone: 215-877-2744 Email: office@overbrookpresb.org
www.overbrookpresb.org

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music
Anthony M. Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry
Artia Benjamin and Suchita Fiorillo - Co-Directors of Youth Ministry
Lisa Faso - Office Manager
Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary and Director of Programming

Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian

The Overbrook Trio:
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Syrena Torres, alto;
Toffer Mihalka, tenor

“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively secks to worship God, serving each
other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.”



