Overbrook Presbyterian
Church

Worship Service
May 15, 2022
10:30 a.m.

Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church

We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning!

Notes on Today’s Service
If you are a visitor, we invite you to fill out a card in the pew rack and
place it in the offering plate.

Leading Worship Today:
Tom Lank, Guest Preacher
Gretchen Boger, Lay Leader
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music
The Overbrook Choir
Iris Fairfax, soprano
Today’s chancel flowers are given by Ellen Burr in loving memory of her parents,
Harriet and Reuel Burr.
Ushers: Max Mason, Noble Brigham, Mary Scott,
Jason Sheau and Nickie Stokes
Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but,
should your infant or preschooler become restless during worship, excellent
childcare is provided in our nursery.
Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are Available.
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs.
Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour
in the Wistar Morris room. Today’s fellowship hour is hosted by the Worship
and Music Committee. All are welcome!

Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare for worship and
remember to silence all cell phones before the service.
=Stand as you are able

GATHERING IN
PRELUDES

INTROIT

Melody
Elegy

Samuel Coleridge-Taylor
(1975-1912)

George Thalben-Ball
O come, let us worship and bow down
(1896-1987)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
People:
Leader:
All:

Gretchen Boger

Come and worship, all you who long to serve the Lord—
outsiders and insiders,
old-timers and new-comers,
the young, the old, and the in-between.
Come as you are, alone or with your loved ones,
for this is God’s house—a house of grace and compassion,
a house of mercy and supplication.
You are always welcome in God’s house.

HYMN No. 35

LOBE DEN HERREN
Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty

WELCOME
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE (unison)

Tom Lank
Gretchen Boger

Adapted From Common Prayer:
Holy be the bodies of those who know hunger;
Sacred be the bodies of those who are broken;
Blessed be the bodies of those who suffer.
In your mercy and grace,
Soften our callous hearts and fill us with compassion.
Forgive us for our ignorance, our negligence, and our obliviousness.
Fill us with gratitude for all the gifts you have given us
and the relationships that surround us.
In your love, break down the walls that separate us,
And guide us along your path of peace. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION
EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE
GLORIA PATRI

HYMN No. 581
Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL LESSON
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Matthew 2:13-15

Gretchen Boger
Pew Bible, p. 2

BIBLICAL STORYTELLING
Anthony Carrella
(Following the storytelling, learners in Pre-K through Grade 5 are encouraged to recess
with Anthony and volunteer teachers to Sunday School in Fellowship Hall.
They should bring everything they need, masks included, to Sunday School.)

SOLO

Jules Massenet
“’Twas even here those words were spoken” (1842-1912)
from Marie-Magdalene

Iris Fairfax, soprano
‘Twas even here those words were spoken
By him, whose gentle accents could soothe my grief,
And here this poor heart nearly broken,
From that loved voice implores relief.
Have you not heard him, that stranger holy,
Godlike, and yet meek and lowly?
All that flows from His lips has a kindness divine,
All is divine in its kindness.
List, only list, for these hopes He gave,
Yes, the hopes that He gave me,
Came from all my sins to save me,
And over my darkness to shine.
Ah, would He come once more to cheer me,
My fears would be still, my doubts would be o’er;
Dark thoughts would ne’er again come near me,
Joy and Faith would reign in my soul evermore.

OLD TESTAMENT
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON
HYMN No. 316

Ruth 2:1-12

On Hospitality to Strangers

Tom Lank
Pew Bible, p. 231
Tom Lank

TWENTY-FOURTH
Where Charity and Love Prevail

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS

Sharon Parker

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

Sharon Parker

THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

SHARING OF PEACE
One: The Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
INVITATION TO OFFERING
(If you wish to leave an offering, we encourage you to use
the offering plate by the lectern as you depart the Sanctuary.)
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING
Strengthen for Service, Lord
The Overbrook Choir

Leo Nestor
(1948-2019)

Strengthen for service, Lord,
the hands that holy things have taken;
let ears that now have heard thy songs
to clamor never waken.
Lord, may the tongues which “Holy” sang
keep free from all deceiving;
the eyes which saw thy love be bright,
thy blessed hope perceiving.
The feet that tread thy hallowed courts
from light do thou not banish;
the bodies by thy body fed
with thy new life replenish.

DOXOLOGY

HYMN No. 607
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Gretchen Boger

Blessed savior, may these gifts open the door for those outside our walls.
May they be a welcoming meal for the stranger and the alien. May they
gather us all closer in the common dignity of our shared humanity. May
these gifts be more than they are today, so that your glory may increase.
Amen.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN No. 300

THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS

We Are One in the Spirit

BENEDICTION
CHORAL RESPONSE
POSTLUDE

Tom Lank
Peace
Postlude in F

Ann Ker
(b. 1933)
Christian Cappelen
(1845-1916)

Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude.
If you have a child or children who attended Sunday School,
you may meet them in Fellowship Hall.
Music Spotlight: Preludes
The composer of both of these preludes, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor (1875-1912),
was an English composer of mixed race, born to an English woman and a Sierra
Leone Creole father. He was very highly regarded by his nineteenth-century
contemporaries, likened to Gustav Mahler, and African Americans in particular
greatly admired him. The second prelude today, titled “Elegy,” is similar to some
English organ pieces of the time, in which a three-part structure allows an
opening, lyrical melody, a buildup to a climax (here, not terribly loud), and a
dénouement to a quiet finish. In literature and music, the term “elegy” has come
to mean many things, but Coleridge-Taylor saw it as a “serious meditative poem.”

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
Today at 3:00 pm—Organ Recital: Isabelle Demers. All are invited to join us
later this afternoon for a concert by world-renowned organist Isabelle Demers,
who is the newly appointed organ professor at McGill University in Montréal.
Her program will include works by J. S. Bach, César Franck, and Rachel Laurin.
Admission is pay-what-you-wish at the door, with a suggested donation of $20.
Come celebrate the return of the Dennis Elwell Organ Recital Series!
Congregational Meeting, May 22 after service
The session of OPC has called a Congregational Meeting to be held after the
worship service on May 22. The sole item of business at this meeting will be to
elect the Associate Pastor Nominating Committee to their work. Please aim to be
present for this important decision. A list of nominees will be sent to the church
early this week.
A Note of Thanks

To my OPC Family,
The family of Keith Young deeply appreciates the kindness, prayers and love
shown to us during this difficult time. We will always remember it. God is our
refuge and strength and ever-present help in trouble.
Much love,
Margaret Young
Wednesday Morning Bible Study is on a break this week and will return the
following Wednesday, May 25.
Honoring Our Graduates. As we approach the end of a challenging year, do you
know a soon-to-be high school or college graduate? The Deacons would like to
honor them in June. Please email the name of the graduate and their achievement
either to Artia, newlife5125@gmail.com, or Lisa, office@overbrookpresb.org.
Fellowship Hour. If you would like to host a Fellowship Hour, please see the
sign-up sheet in the Wistar Morris Room or contact Artia Benjamin for more
information. We are currently in need of hosts for July and August.

YOUTH MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Confirmation Sunday
May 22—10:30 a.m.
Please join the church in celebrating our confirmation class and affirming their
decisions.
Youth Ministry Camping Trip
June 3-5—Avalon Campground
All OPC youth are invited to attend our Youth Camping Trip at Avalon
Campground, Avalon, NJ. Come camp by the beach, enjoy smores by the fire, and
spend time in fellowship. Please register for the trip by scanning the QR code
below. More information on the trip is provided on the registration page. If you
need help registering, please contact Lisa (manager@overbrookpresb.org).

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS
Parent’s Night Out
Friday, May 20—5:30 p.m.
Parents and caregivers: enjoy a night out with free childcare provided by the CFM!
Our team will welcome your kids to church, where stories, games, and activities
will greet them. Later, dinner will be served with a film to follow. Parents and
caregivers can pick up their children at OPC between 8:00 and 8:30
p.m. Questions? Want to volunteer time to help with the event? Contact
Anthony, Christy, or Sabrina. RSVP at https://tinyurl.com/OPCParentsNight.
Vacation Bible School - It's that time of year! The Children and Family Ministry will
offer four days of VBS to children grades K-5 on July 25-28th. Vacation Bible
School is an offering of the Children and Family Ministry. There is no charge to
participate. The program will be held indoors and outdoors between 5:00 and
7:30 PM. Parents and caregivers can register their children via Realm by going
to tinyurl.com/OPC-VBS-22 . Registrations are due by July 1st.
The CFM seeks youth and adult volunteers to lead groups, activity stations, and
assist with set up and clean up. A volunteer training luncheon will be held on
Sunday, July 24th, from 12:00-1:00 PM. Please contact Anthony, Sabrina, or
Christy if you want to get involved!

RETIRED PERSONS MINISTRY (RPM) ANNOUNCEMENTS
RPM Plus! RPM is growing...and will now be offering small group fellowship,
learning, and "doing" activities in the Chapel, on Fridays throughout the
month. Known as “RPM Plus,” the schedule of events will offer a blend of both
new and continuing activities each month. (On Fridays when two sessions are
scheduled at different times, participants may elect to attend one or
both.) Join us for these upcoming RPM Plus activities:
May 20:
Session 1,
10:00 a.m. to noon—Wellness: The Gifts & Challenges of Aging.
Co-Conveners: Bette Homer (bettebhomer@gmail.com) and
Pat Dillon (psdillon1@earthlink.net)
Come join Bette and Pat as they lead discussions on the natural aging
process related to vision, and on making the most of visits to your medical
provider. Good information and good humor will be in abundant supply.
Session 2,
12:15 to 3:15 p.m.—Weaving Creative Arts & Fellowship.
Convener: Mary Lou Ryce (marylou.ryce@gmail.com)
Mary Lou will help us explore and expand our creative potential! No prior
experience necessary. Participants are most welcome to bring a bagged
lunch. Beverages will be provided.
May 27:
10:00 a.m. to noon—Community Service: Teachers’ Teammates.
Convener: Nancy Gilhool (gilhoolfam@verizon.net)
BYO best packing, labelling, and sorting skills as we bundle school
supplies for classrooms in low-income school districts. RSVP to Nancy
Gilhool. Those who wish may bring a snack or lunch. Beverages will be
available.

ONGOING WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES
The Work of the Church continues, and we continue to create programming for
our community.
Tuesday Women’s Prayer & Support Group—7:30 am
Join https://bit.ly/3yxD2F4 or call 646-558-8656,
Meeting ID: 932 4865 5338
No Wednesday Bible Study – May 18
Thursday Vigil for Racial Justice—3:00 pm-5:00 pm
Saturday Morning Men’s’ Group—9:00 am
Join https://bit.ly/3hOXg6H or call 646-558-8656,
Meeting ID: 920 1485 0418
Sunday School—during worship
For children Pre-K through Grade 5, every Sunday except the first of the month

Prayer List

•
•
•
•
•
•

Prayers of comfort and hope for Luis Wong as he awaits a medical
evaluation for a liver transplant.
Prayers of comfort and consolation for the family and friends of Eric
Pope who died recently.
Prayers for restoration of health for Susy Brandt, who is receiving
medical care for COVID.
Prayers for Stephanie Morris and her family.
Prayers for restoration of health for Alan, brother of Terri Hunter.
Prayers for all who face on-going health challenges, especially Judy
Williamson, Susan Leach, Ernestine Harris, Caroline Skinner, Aqueelah
Folwell, Stephanie Stokes, Judy Swartz, Ed Harvey, Alyce Marsh, Ellen
Burr, Bill and Jean Long, Terri Carter and Martha.
Please contact Bill Baker (wbaklava@aol.com) or Sharon Parker
(sharon@overbrookpresb.org) to add names to the prayer list.

OPC SESSION MEMBERS:
Adam Hearlson, Moderator

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer
** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2022
Elizabeth Cosgriff
Bob Harden, Jr.
Linda Huff-Paul
Deborah Rottinger**
Eileen Wiggins**

Class of 2023
Keedra Carroll
Kevin Davis**
Solomon Hunter
Becky Lazo**
Nathalie May

Class of 2024
Herb Brabham**
Elizabeth Mendoza**
Brian Taussig-Lux
Christoph Von Andreae
Mimi Winkler

OPC DEACONS:
Bill Baker, Moderator, Board of Deacons
Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Mary Lou Ryce, Secretary
Class of 2022
Artia Benjamin**
Suchita Fiorillo**
Bill Baker
Bob Kaercher
Nickie Stokes**

** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2023
Peju Adebanjo**
Miriam Harden
Ginny Leagans
Leah Mayne
Jason Sheau

Class of 2024
Gloria Brabham
Nancy Gilhool**
Mike Rottinger
Mary Lou Ryce**
Will Schick

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151
Phone: 215-877-2744 Email: office@overbrookpresb.org
www.overbrookpresb.org
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music
Anthony Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry
Sharon Parker - Parish Care Associate
Lisa Faso - Office Manager
Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian
The Overbrook Quartet:
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Allison Chang, alto;
Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass
“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively seeks to worship God, serving each
other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.”

THE CHURCH

CREATION AND PROVIDENCE
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Praise Ye the Lord, the Almighty
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This very strong 17th-century German hymn employs many phrases from the psalms, especially Psalms 150
and 103:1-6. It did not receive an effective English translation until the mid-19th century, but has remained
popular ever since, thanks in part to its stirring tune.
TEXT: Joachim Neander, 1680; trans. Catherine Winkworth, 1863, alt.
MUSIC: Stralsund Ernewerten Gesangbuch, 1665; harm, The Chorale Book for England, 1863
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This English paraphrase is based on a longer Latin hymn traditionally associated with the footwashing ritual
on Maundy Thursday, an enactment of Christ's "new commandment" that we should love one another
(John 13:34). For a chant setting of the first line of the hymn see no. 205.
TEXT: Latin, 8th cent.; trans. Omer Westendorf, 19601 alt.
MUSIC: Lucius Chapin, 1812

Text© 1960, ren. 1988 World Library Publications
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