Overbrook

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Worship Service
June 21,2026
11:00 A.M.



Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church
We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning]

Notes on Today’s Service

Leadership:
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor
Wanda Harris-Cooper, Pastor of Care and Youth Ministry
Nancy Gilhool, Liturgist
Anthony M. Carrella, Director of Children and Family Ministry
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music
Iris Fairfax, soprano

Worship Ensemble
Rodney Atienza
Brad Biedermann
Margene Biedermann
Jeremy Blatchley
Andy Bowser
Colin Comstock

Today’s chancel flowers are given by Jill Van Rawley
in loving memory of her father, Malin VanAntwerp.

Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but,
should your infant or preschooler become restless, excellent childcare is
provided in the nursery.

Large Print Bulletins are Available.
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs.

Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour.
All are welcome!

Ways to Give:
Text "GIVEOPC' to 73256 to give using your mobile device. This GIVING

number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel further N
messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text [EF¥£}
HELP. Standard text message and data rates may apply. You may }
also scan the QR code for giving options. ail ' h




=Stand as you are able

GATHERING IN
PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP Nancy Gilhool
Leader: In the wilderness, when hope seemed lost,
God heard the cry of a mother and child.
People: God is near to all who are weary and afraid.
Leader: When the road ahead disappeared,
God opened a new way.
People: God is near to the ones outside our imagination.
Leader: Come, let us lift our souls to the Lord.
All: For God is good and forgiving, abounding in steadfast love.

S HYMN (on next page) HOLY MANNA
Brethren, We Have Met to Worship

WELCOME Adam Hearlson

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE (unison) Nancy Gilhool

Merciful God,

You hear the cries of the poor and the prayers of those in trouble,

yet we confess that we often turn away from the suffering around us.

Like Sarah, we protect what is ours and fail to see the humanity of those we
fear.

Like Abraham, we sometimes choose silence when courage is required.
Forgive us for the ways we exclude,

for the ways we ignore,

for the ways we forget that every person bears your image and carries your
promise.

Open our eyes to those who have been cast aside.

Open our ears to the cries we would rather not hear.

Open our hearts to the wideness of your mercy. Amen.
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1 Breth-ren, we have met to wor-ship and a - dore the Lord our God.
2 Sis - ters, will you come and help us? Mo-ses’ sis-ter aid - ed him.
3 Is  there here a trem-bling jail-er, seek-ing grace and filled with fears?
4 Let wus love our God su-preme-ly; let us love each oth - er, too.
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Will you pray with all your pow - er while we try to preach the word?
Will you help the trem-bling mourn-ers who are strug-gling hard with sin?
Is there here a weep-ing Mar - y pour-ing forth a flood of tears?
Let us love and pray for sin - ners till our God makes all things new.

All  is vain un-less the Spir - it of the ho-ly One comes down.
Tell them all a - bout the Sav -ior. Tell them that he will be found.
Breth-ren, join your cries to help them; sis-ters, let your prayers a - bound!
Christ will call us home to heav-en; at his ta-ble we'll sit down.
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Breth-ren, pray, and ho-ly man-na will be show-ered all a-round.
Sis - ters, pray, and ho-ly man-na will be show-ered all a-round.
Pray, O pray, that ho-ly man-na will be scat-tered all a-round.
Christ will gird him-self and serve us with sweet man-na all a-round.
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The service continues on the previous page.
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SILENT CONFESSION
EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE

*GLORIA PATRI HYMN No. 581

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE READING Psalm 86:1-10, 16-17 Nancy Gilhool
If you would like to follow along with today’s Scripture reading, Bibles are available at the
back of Fellowship Hall. Kindly return them to the cart following worship.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

BIBLICAL STORYTELLING Anthony Carrella
(Younger children may return to their pews or proceed
to the Prayerground. The nursery is also open for childcare.)

SOLO arr. Molly Ijames

Precious Lord, Take My Hand (b.1978)
Syrena Torres, mezzo-soprano

SCRIPTURE READING Genesis 21:8-21 Adam Hearlson

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

SERMON Adam Hearlson

“Outside the Story?”
S HYMN (on next page) IN BABILONE

There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’'s a wide-ness in God’s mer - cy, like the wide - ness
2 For the love of God is broad - er than the mea - sures
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of the  sea. There’s a kind - ness in God'’s jus - tice,

of the mind. And the heart of the E - ter - nal
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which is  more than lib - er - ty. There is no place where earth’s
is most won -der - ful - ly kind. If our lovewere but more
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sor-rows are more felt than up in  heaven. There is  no place

faith-ful, we would glad-ly trust God’s Word, and our lives re -
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where earth’s fail - ings have such kind - ly judg - ment given.
flect  thanks-giv - ing  for the good - ness of our Lord.

e

- —— ——
: . 2 g = 3 |
— ® .
| | | | &
- P P ! A —
These stanzas, excerpted from quite a few more, offer a reminder that the model for our dealings with others

should be God's generosity rather than limited human tolerance. The text is effectively set to a broad and
sturdy Dutch folk melody, probably from the 17th century.




“*APOSTLES’ CREED

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD

LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS Adam Hearlson

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE Wanda Harris-Cooper

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.



SHARING OF PEACE Wanda Harris-Cooper
One: The Peace of Christ be with you.
All:  And also with you.

INVITATION TO OFFERING Wanda Harris-Cooper
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING William Bradbury
Angel Band (1816-1868)
Worship Ensemble
*DOXOLOGY HYMN No. 607

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Nancy Gilhool

Generous God,

You are the One who provides for your people in every season. Receive these
gifts and use them to bring hope to the weary, welcome to the stranger, and care
to those in need.

May all that we offer become a sign of your love and faithfulness in the world.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.

SENDING FORTH
*HYMN (on opposite page) WILL THE CIRCLE
Will the Circle Be Unbroken
“*BENEDICTION Adam Hearlson
*CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN No. 541, vs. 1

God be with you till we meet again;
loving counsels guide, uphold you,
with a shepherd’s care enfold you:

God be with you till we meet again.

POSTLUDE Hank Williams
I Saw the Light (1923-1953)

Worship Ensemble
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There are loved ones in the glo-ry
In the joy-ous days of child-hood,Oft they told of won-drous love,
You re - mem-ber songs of heav-en Which you sang with child-ish voice,
You can pic - ture hap-py gath-rings Round the fire -side long a - go,

One by one their seats were emp-ty, One by one they wenta - way,

Point-ed to th
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When you close your earth-ly
e dy-ing Sav - ior,
Do you love the hymns they taughtyou,Or are

- ly is part-ed, Wil it
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Whose dear forms you of-ten  miss,

sto -ry Will you join them in their bliss?
Now they dwell with Him a - bove.
songs of earth your choice?

And you think of tear- ful part-ings, When they left you here be - low.

be com-plete one day?
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Happenings: Week of June 21 to June 14
All events take place at OPC unless otherwise specified.
Sunday, June 21 9:30 A.M - Confirmation Class
11:00 A.M. — Worship Service
12:15 P.M. - Fellowship Hour
Tuesday, June 23 7:30 AM. - Morning Prayer (online)
Wednesday, June 24 | 9:30 A.M. - Centering Prayer
10:30 A.M. - Bible Study
Friday, June 26 11:30 A.M. - RPM Cafe
Sunday, June 28 11:00 A.M. - Worship Service
12:15 P.M. - Fellowship Hour
12:30 P.M. - Photo Session for Directory

GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS

Important Notice: Men’s Restroom. The men’s restroom on the main floor is
currently out of service for the foreseeable future due to construction.
Alternative restroom facilities are available in the church office and downstairs
near the playground entrance, located just outside the Sunday School classrooms.
Thank you for your patience and understanding.

Worship Service Time Change. We have an important update regarding our
Sunday morning schedule! Beginning Sunday, July 12, our weekly worship
service will move from 11:00 A.M. to 10:30 AM. This adjustment was
recommended by the Worship and Music Committee and affirmed by Session
after thoughtful conversation and consideration. This change in time is a return
to the worship time we shared before the fire; it will help us better accommodate
the many programmatic needs of the church on Sunday mornings, creating a more
coordinated and sustainable rhythm for worship, education, fellowship,
committee meetings, rehearsals, and other ministries. Making this change in the
summer will help us work out any kinks so we are fully ready for the start of our
new year in September.

Centering Prayer and Bible Study. Join us for these two midweek programs,
which take place in the OPC Conference Room. Centering Prayer begins at 9:30
AM.,, and Bible Study begins at 10:30 A.M.




Smile and Say Cheesel—Sunday, June 28, 12:30 to 2:00 P.M. We SIiGN Up
are pleased to announce the formation of the OPC Photo Directory - \

LS

Task Force, consisting of Rodney Atienza, Cindi Landmesser, Carol i is:
Rozmiarek, and Artia Benjamin (Chairperson). From June through 7 g%
October, we will be taking photos for the OPC Photo Directory after 5z
worship. The first opportunity will be the last Sunday of this month;
please scan the QR code to sign up for a time slot. These images will
be hosted in Realm, making this an ideal time to ensure that your
contact information is up to date in the system. The completed
directory will be available in November. We look forward to this
opportunity to help our community put names to faces! If you have
any questions, contact Artia Benjamin at clc@overbrookpresb.org.

Teachers’ Teammates—Donations accepted. A collection bin is SCAN HERE
now stationed outside the office entrance. There is a pocket hanging 2
from its front with copies of the Accepted Donation List (and what 5
we don’t accept), or you can scan the QR code to see it. If you have
any questions, please contact Raelyn Harman at 610-331-8972 or
Raelyn. Harman@TeachersTeammates.org. Thank you for your support!

i3

Visitors from Overbrook Hospital. We are pleased to announce that a
delegation from the Board of Directors of Overbrook Hospital in Chiang Rai will
be visiting OPC from July 17-20. During their stay, we hope to extend a warm
Overbrook welcome and showcase the hospitality that has been a hallmark of
this relationship for generations.

If you are interested in helping during their visit, please contact Will Schick at
(301) 928-8244 or willsch84@yahoo.com.

If you would like to learn more about the history of this extraordinary
relationship, we encourage you to read Chapter VII of The Place Where Thy Glory
Dwells. Copies of the book will be available during Fellowship Hour on Sunday.


mailto:clc@overbrookpresb.org
mailto:Raelyn.Harman@TeachersTeammates.org
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Chancel Flowers—Donations needed. Please consider donating the Sunday
morning chancel flowers in honor or memory of a loved one or simply in a
celebration or thanksgiving for the many blessings we receive. The cost is $60.00,
but you may contribute what you wish. To sign up, follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/2p8ecsur. There are three ways to pay for the flowers:

1. Logonto Realm: https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/give/flowers

2. Text “GIVEOPC FLOWERS $60.00” to 73256 to give using your mobile
device. This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel
further messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text
HELP. Standard text message and data rates may apply.

3. Mail a check to the church office, Attn: Carol. Please indicate “Chancel
Flowers” in the memo of the check.

Each Sunday, the chancel flowers are delivered by the deacons to OPC members.

Fellowship Hour—Volunteers and Donations Needed. Every SiGNUP
week after worship, we gather as share something to eat and drink,
welcome new people, and check in with friends. For many at 3
Overbrook, this time feels like an extension of worship. As we s
transition home, we will adapt a few of our traditions while the &
building remains under construction. Since the kitchen will be in
renovation, there will be no cooking space, refrigerator space, or
running water for dishes. Each week, we will need a Fellowship
Coordinator and donations from OPC members and friends:

o Fellowship Hour Coordinator. A coordinator greets and receives
donations for the sharing table, sets up the donations, and organizes
cleanup after Fellowship Hour.

e Sharing Table Donations. The Fellowship Hour table will welcome any
assorted finger food contributions each Sunday. Please keep the treats
simple—nothing that requires utensils or refrigeration. We will reserve
a space to label foods that are vegan, nut-free or gluten-free.

To sign up, scan the QR code above. If you have any questions, please feel free to
contact Artia Benjamin and the Congregational Life Committee
(clc@overbrookpresb.org)
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FINANCE

What is Apportionment? Apportionment is OPC's annual  GIVE
contribution to the Greater Presbytery of Mid-Atlantic USA, N
helping support the ministry and mission of our wider Presbyterian :
church family. This shared contribution is based on church &g e
membership and allows congregations to work together in ministry, _,._ﬂ":
accountability, and outreach. Our apportionment is calculated at [=]iag;
$37.00 per official member on our church roll. For Overbrook, the
annual apportionment totals approximately $14,400 each year. If you would like
to help support this important commitment, and contribute even a portion of
that $37.00, it would ease a significant burden from our general operating budget.
You may contribute by check, please write “apportionment” in the memo line of
your check, by scanning the QR Code. Please reach out to the Finance
Committee, finance@overbrookpresb.org, with any questions.

MISSION AND OUTREACH

Women’s Dining Circle—Saturday, June 27. Before it takes a break for the
summer, the Women’s Dining Circle will host a brunch in support of Be A Part
of the Conversation (https://conversation.zone/). From their web site: “Be a Part
of the Conversation equips families and communities with skills and resources to
understand substance use, addiction, and related health issues. We provide
community programs, foster supportive connections, highlight lived experiences,
and challenge stigma.” Look in your email inbox for your invitation in early June.
If you would like to be added to the mailing list, please contact Carol Rozmiarek
(carol@overbrookpresb.org).

DEACONS

Transportation Assistance. If you face challenges in getting to Overbrook for
services or challenges in transport for other important needs, or if you know
someone in our extended church family who does, we encourage you to speak to
one of the Deacons. We are working to improve our transportation ministry, and
we may be able to help. Email deacons@overbrookpresb.org for additional
information.
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Immigration-Related Support. If you or anyone in your circle of family or
friends is facing immigration-related challenges, OPC would like to help. Please
consider contacting one of the deacons or pastoral staff. We may be able to assist
with daily needs or connect you with outside experts if necessary. We promise
all requests will be kept confidential. A list of deacons is available on the back
page of the bulletin.

CARING FOR OUR SPACE

Sunday Worship Space Care. Would you be willing to offer a few minutes one
Sunday each month to tidy the worship space following the service? This includes
collecting leftover materials and, on the first Sunday of the month, disposing of
Communion cups. This simple task could be a meaningful way for a family
(including children) or an individual to serve. Volunteers would commit to the
same Sunday each month.

Closing the Building. We are also seeking volunteers to close the SCAN HERE
building one Sunday per month after worship and activities 3
conclude. This includes ensuring the playground and office doors are Fiszres
locked and that lights are turned off. A checklist will be provided to
guide you. If you interested in being part of either of the above
opportunities, scan the QR code. When signing up, please indicate ="~
which Sunday of the month (1** through 5%) you prefer. The purpose of this
signup is to have people responsible just one Sunday a month. Once we have
enough coverage, a schedule will be made and emailed to all that signed up.

These are small but important ways to support our shared life and ministry. Thank
you for caring for our church home. If you have questions, please email Lisa Faso
(office@overbrookpresb.org) or Pat Dillon (psdillonl@earthlink.net)

RETIRED PERSONS’ MINISTRY

RPM Café: “History in the Making”—Friday, June 26, 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M.
All are welcome to join us for a very special June Café in Anderson Hall (Upper
Level) at the African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas. In honor of our country’s
250th birthday, we will learn about the surprising and often overlooked historical
treasures in our area. Our lunch buffet will feature authentic tastes of 1776. Bring
your friends for this final café of the 2025-2026 season! Your RSVP to Sharon
Parker (sparker614@gmail.com) is encouraged.
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Save the Dates: “Camp RPM: History Meets Adventure.” This year’s Camp
RPM theme is “The Hope of Ages Past.” The Retired Persons’ Ministry welcomes
all members and friends of OPC and St. Thomas to participate in this summer’s
Camp RPM, a Vacation Bible School for “seasoned believers.” Gathering on the
second and fourth Tuesdays in July and August, Camp participants will begin
the day at 9:00 A.M. at OPC with devotions and an introductory message; then,
we will travel to a designated historic site for an interactive exploration. Our
camp days are scheduled to conclude by 1:00 P.M. Each session will include light
morning refreshments and a picnic lunch. Please save the following dates for
Camp RPM: July 14, 28; August 11,25. For more information and registration,
contact Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com). There is no cost to participate
in this special adult ministry.

YOUTH MINISTRY

Youth Choir. We will sing next in worship on Sunday, June 28. Our next song
will be “True Colors” by Cyndi Lauper. If you are interested in participating,
please RSVP to Suchita (youth@overbrookpresb.org).
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PRAYER LIST

Prayers of consolation and peace for all those mourning the passing of EE
Chang, mother of I-Mei Huang.
Prayers of healing and restoration for Rachel Carnahan as she is recovering
from surgery.
Prayers of comfort and support for Peggy Boatwright and her family as they
mourn the loss of Peggy’s brother, Charles Lewis.
Prayers of healing and comfort for Beulah Wilson as she faces medical issues.
Prayers of peace and support for all who are mourning the passing of Dito
van Reigersberg, aka Martha Graham Cracker, beloved friend of the Fiorillos.
Prayers of thanksgiving for Jill Van Rawley as she heals from her eye surgery.
Prayers of comfort and support for all those mourning the loss of Robert
Marshall, brother of Calvin Marshall.
Prayers of healing and resilience for Ariel Hintz, granddaughter of Karen
Lord-Hurwitz, as she faces new medical challenges.
Prayers of comfort and support for Lisa Cosgriff, sister of Elizabeth Cosgritf
and aunt of Mads Cosgriff, as she faces major surgery this week.
Prayers for strength and healing for Ed Harvey as he is facing some
medical/dental issues.
Prayers for strength and healing for Susan Leach, Becky Lazo’s mom, as she
continues her health recovery.
Prayers for successful treatment and recovery of Kari McDevitt, friend of the
Lazo’s, as she faces her ninth cancer diagnosis.
Prayers of healing for Syrena Torres, who is recovering from surgery.
Prayers for peace and restoration in the Middle East, and that the hearts of
world leaders are turned away from violence.
Prayers for dignity and resilience of the people of Cuba as they suffer under
the US blockade.
Prayers of support for those embarking on new ventures and for all
undergoing the uncertainty of transitions.
Prayers for dignity, stability, and comfort for all those navigating changes in
government assistance programs.
Prayers for all who are facing health concerns, especially Roz Benton, Peggy
Boatwright, Gary Fairfax, Brian Henderson, Gwen Anthony, Gail Kaercher,
Vince Gilhool, Gwen Harden, Bette Homer, Beth Leach, Valerie Craig, Patricia
MacCausland, Joan Moylan, Jim Moylan, Davorka Sabljak, Carolyn Summers,
Nathan Tullio and Natalie DeShields.
Please contact Jill Van Rawley (deacons@overbrookpresb.org) or
Adam Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresb.org) to add names to the prayer list.



OPC SESSION MEMBERS:

Adam Hearlson, Moderator, Stephanie Morris, Treasurer
** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028

Artia Benjamin Brian Burke Shanae Bryan

Joseph Blair Karen Testa Corinna Bowser**

Keedra Carroll** Brian Taussig-Lux** Cheryl Davis **

Solomon Hunter**  Christoph Von Andreae**  Claire Fay

Nathalie May** Mimi Winkler** Janie Martin
OPC DEACONS:

Margene Biedermann and Denise Stewart, Co-Moderators, Board of Deacons

Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Zee Ann Mason, Secretary
** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Denise Stewart Margene Biedermann Chris Bryan
Miriam Harden** Mads Piatt Cosgriff Laurie Geers
Leah Mayne** Zee Ann Mason Karen Lord-Hurwitz
Jason Sheau** Mike Rottinger ** Scott Long

Sharon Elwell**

Jill Van Rawley

Joanne Roman

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151
Phone: 215-877-2744 Email: office@overbrookpresb.org
www.overbrookpresb.org

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus
Wanda Harris-Cooper - Pastor of Care and Youth Ministry
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music
Anthony M. Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry
Artia Benjamin and Suchita Fiorillo - Co-Directors of Youth Ministry
Lisa Faso - Office Manager
Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary and Director of Programming

Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian

The Overbrook Quartet:
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Syrena Torres, alto;
Toffer Mihalka, tenor

“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively secks to worship God, serving each
other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.”



