Overbrook Presbyterian
Church

Worship Service
Baptism of our Lord
January 16, 2022
10:30 a.m.

Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church

We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning!

Notes on Today’s Service
If you are a visitor, we invite you to fill out a card in the pew rack and
place it in the offering plate.

Leading Worship Today:
Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor
Lay Leader: Sharon Parker
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music
The Overbrook Choir
Toffer Mihalka, baritone
Ushers: Ron Homer, Jim McDaniel, Carol Tulba, and Sean Whalen
Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but,
should your infant or preschooler become restless during worship, excellent
childcare is provided in our nursery.
Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are Available.
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs.
Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour
in the parking lot. All are welcome!

Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare for worship and
remember to silence all cell phones before the service.
=Stand as you are able

GATHERING IN
PRELUDES
Adoration
A Pleasant Thought
INTROIT
In Thee Is the Fountain of Life
CALL TO WORSHIP

Florence Price
(1887-1953)
Eleanor Daley
(b. 1955)
Sharon Parker

By Martin Luther King, Jr.; among the most frequent and consistent prayers of his ministry
from 1954 to 1968

Leader: And unto him who is able to keep us from falling
People: And lift us from the dark valley of despair to the mountain of
hope.
Leader: From the midnight of desperation
People: To the daybreak of joy.
Leader: To him be the power and authority
All:
Forever and ever. Amen!
HYMN No. 339

Lift Every Voice and Sing

WELCOME
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE

LIFT EVERY VOICE
Adam Hearlson
Sharon Parker

Prayer from Martin Luther King after the delivery of his sermon, “Man’s Sin and God’s Grace,”
at Dexter Avenue Baptist Church in Montgomery, Alabama.
Oh God, our graciously heavenly Father, help us to see the meaning of this
grace, and help us to realize that in our sinful lives there is some hope, there
is a way out through Thy powerful and ever-flowing grace. In the name and
Spirit of Jesus, we pray. Amen.

SILENT CONFESSION

EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE
SONG OF PRAISE No. 581

Adam Hearlson
GLORIA PATRI

Glory be to the Father,
and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and ever shall be,
world without end. Amen, amen.

HEARING THE WORD
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION
GOSPEL LESSON
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Luke 3:15-17, 21-22

Sharon Parker
Pew Bible, p

TIME WITH CHILDREN
Anthony Carrella
(At this time, we ask children to remain in their seats for the Time with Children.
Our nursery remains open for childcare following the message)
SOLO

Spiritual
Down in the River to Pray
Toffer Mihalka, tenor
As I went down in the river to pray,
Studying about that good ol’ way,
And who shall wear the starry crown,
Good Lord, show me the way.
O children, let’s go down,
Let’s go down, come on down,
O children, let’s go down,
Down in the river to pray.
O sinners, let’s go down,
Let’s go down, come on down,
O sinners, let’s go down,
Down in the river to pray.

NEW TESTAMENT
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SERMON

Acts 8:14-17

That’s the Spirit

HYMN (on next page)
O Thou Who Camest from Above

Adam Hearlson
Pew Bible, p.
Adam Hearlson
HEREFORD

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH
From the writings of Martin Luther King, Jr., compiled by the United Presbyterian Church.
I refuse to believe that we are unable to influence the events which surround
us.
I refuse to believe that we are so bound to racism and war, that peace,
brotherhood and sisterhood are not possible.
I believe there is an urgent need for people to overcome oppression and
violence, without resorting to violence and oppression.
I believe that we need to discover a way to live together in peace, a way that
rejects revenge, aggression, and retaliation. The foundation of this way is
love.
I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional love will have the final word
in reality. I believe that right temporarily defeated is stronger than evil
triumphant.
I believe that peoples everywhere can have three meals a day for their
bodies, education, and culture for their minds, and dignity, equality and
freedom for their spirits.
I believe that what self-centered people have torn down, other-centered
people can build up.
By the goodness of God at work within people, I believe that brokenness
can be healed. “And the lion and the lamb shall lie down together, and

everyone will sit under their own vine and fig tree, and none shall be afraid.”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD
LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
SHARING OF PEACE
One: The Peace of Christ be with you.
All: And also with you.
INVITATION TO OFFERING
(Offering boxes, baskets, and plates are by the door.
We encourage you to place your offering there.)

Adam Hearlson

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING
Giver of Every Perfect Gift
The Overbrook Summer Choir

K. Lee Scott
(b. 1950)

Giver of every perfect gift,
You shape my life from womb to grave.
Reveal your good and gracious will
That plants me in this time and place.
Display the gifts assigned to me.
Make them a witness to your name.
You planned and know the gifts I have;
Creator God, from you they come,
Unique and special, from your heart,
Intended for a chosen role
Thrill me to find and recognize
The talents only you can give.
Revealing Word, sent Son of God,
Proclaimer of the Kingdom’s dawn,
It is for you, because of you,
That every talent is bestowed.
You have a part for me to fill,
A purpose for this life of mine.
Enabling Spirit. Gift of gifts,
Empower me, stir up my faith,
Make me an instrument of grace,
Of mercy, blessing, peace, and joy.
Let me not miss another day
In seeing what your gifts can do.
Jaroslav J. Vaida

DOXOLOGY

HYMN No. 607
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION

Sharon Parker

Oh gracious Spirit, guide us in the paths of justice, may our ears be open to the
words of the prophets among us, and may these gifts till the ground for justice,
love, and peace to grow. Amen.

SENDING FORTH
HYMN No. 700
I’M GONNA LIVE
I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
BENEDICTION

Adam Hearlson

CHORAL RESPONSE
Lord, Dismiss Us With Thy Blessing

Ann Ker
(b. 1934)

Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude.
POSTLUDE
Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam

Johann Pachelbel
(1653-1706)

Music Spotlight: Solo
Throughout its history, “Down in the River to Pray” has been described as
an African-American spiritual, a Christian folk hymn, an Appalachian
song, a southern gospel hymn, and an adaptation of a Native American
tribal melody. While its origins are unclear, it first appeared in George H.
Allan’s Slave Songs of the United States (1867) and has been featured in
recordings since the advent of recording technology itself. The phrase “in
the river” is significant for two reasons: first, it refers to baptism by
immersion, as depicted in the movie O Brother, Where Art Thou? (2000);
second, when enslaved people escaped, they walked in the river in order
to mask their scent from bounty hunters’ dogs.
GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
Sunday School sessions are paused on January
16th and 23rd. We continue to watch the evolution of
the omicron variant and its impacts on children to
determine when in-person sessions might resume.
That said, there is good news!
• Each week, we will offer children a short, pre-recorded Bible story and
prayers from the CFM team. There is no lesson to lead or materials to
gather. Simply watch and enjoy! We will send you this offering each
week on Sunday Mornings, so be sure to check your inbox
accordingly!
(continued on next page)

•

•

The weekly Children’s Message will continue near the beginning of our
10:30 service on Sundays. You are welcome to join us live in the
Sanctuary, or via the worship livestream.
If children happen to attend worship in the sanctuary, parents should
know that our nursery staff will be present and prepared!
Wednesday Bible Study will resume this Wednesday, January
19 on Zoom. In person bible study will resume at a later date.
The link can be found on the following page under weekly
opportunities. The link will also be emailed on the Tuesday
prior to bible study.

Inquirer's Class: February 20 and February 28
Do you want to know more about Overbrook Presbyterian
Church? Do you want to know the history of our denomination
(PC-USA), what we believe, and how we actually do things? Are
you considering making this community your church home? If so,
Pastor Adam and the Welcoming Committee invite you to join us in discovery
and discussion on two Sundays, Feb. 20 and Feb. 28 at noon in the chapel or on
Zoom to answer those burning questions. Mark your calendars for this
stimulating conversation and to meet others on their faith journeys. Please RSVP
to Elizabeth Mendoza at egmendoza@comcast.net or 609-354-2766.
OPC WORSHIP PRECAUTIONS AND REMINDERS
As the omicron wave of this pandemic rises, the session of OPC would like to
reiterate our policies and suggestions for Sunday worship gatherings.
First, we ask that everyone wear a mask in worship. Based on new
recommendations, we are suggesting that those in worship wear an N95 (or
KN95) mask to worship. Recent evidence indicates that cloth masks provide little
protection from this new variant. Although still low, medical masks (the blue
ones) offer better protection, and the N95’s provide the best protection from
passing on or contracting this virus. We have ordered some N95’s and will make
them available at the church for those who need them. You might think about this
mask as your “Sunday’s best” mask.
Second, we ask that the congregation still socially distance themselves while in
worship. We have been blessed with a large sanctuary that can allow us the space
we need to be present in worship and still distanced enough to be safe. This week,
we will close some rows of pews as reminders to socially distance.
(continued on next page)

Third, we ask that if people are feeling ill, sniffly, or have a low-grade fever that
they participate in worship virtually. It is difficult to predict how the virus will
affect each person, and one of the best ways to protect each other is to isolate
when feeling sick.
Finally, there is freedom in Christ. At this moment, we ask each person to seek
their own protection and safety without shame or guilt. As we love each other, we
make room for our differences, even as we are being made one in Christ. For those
who join worship virtually, I encourage you to participate in the service by joining
the ongoing chat. Though we might worship in our own spaces, the chat function
reminds us that we worship together.
By God's grace, we will sojourn through this season. In the meantime, the session
and our COVID task force will continue to monitor the situation and adjust the
recommendations as the facts warrant.
grace + peace
Adam Hearlson and the OPC session
WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES
The Work of the Church continues, and we continue to create programming for
our community.
Please note that all hyperlinks can also be found in our weekly e-news, “This
Week at OPC” that is published every Friday.
-

Tuesday Women’s Prayer & Support Group—7:30 am
Join https://bit.ly/3yxD2F4 or call 646-558-8656,
Meeting ID: 932 4865 5338

-

Wednesday Bible Study—10:30 am-Online Only
To Join via zoom: https://tinyurl.com/46n54thm

-

Thursday Vigil for Racial Justice—3:00 pm-5:00 pm

-

Saturday Morning Men’s’ Group—9:00 am
Join https://bit.ly/3hOXg6H or call 646-558-8656,
Meeting ID: 920 1485 0418

-

Sunday School for Children-PreK-Grade 6 – paused on 1/16 & 1/23
See announcements for more information.

Prayer List
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Prayers for restoration of health for Naimah Jabbar, niece of Artia Benjamin,
who is being treated for Covid at Lankenau Hospital.
Prayers for restoration of health for Luis Wong who was hospitalized this week
for treatment of Covid.
Prayers for comfort and restoration of health for Beulah Wilson as she awaits a
surgical procedure.
Prayers for comfort and restoration of health for Karen Epley, daughter of
Eileen Wiggins, as she recovers from surgery.
Prayers for comfort and peace for the family and friends of Richard Owens as
they mourn his loss.
Prayers for hope and healing for Alan, brother of Terri Hunter, who is receiving
medical treatment for cancer.
Prayers for healing and comfort for Judy Williamson as she continues
chemotherapy.
Prayers for comfort and restoration of health for Sara Davis.
Prayers of hope and healing for Ken Carroll as he receives medical care for lung
cancer.
Prayers for comfort and restoration of health for Becky Lazo's mother Susan
Leach.
Prayers for continued healing and comfort for Caroline Skinner.
Prayers for Stephanie Morris and her family.
Prayers for healing, hope, and comfort for Wendy Fraser, sister of Jeremy
Blatchley, as she continues medical treatment for cancer.
Prayers for healing, hope and comfort of Keith Young as he continues to receive
medical treatment for cancer.
Prayers for all who face on-going health challenges, especially Aqueelah
Folwell, Stephanie Stokes, Judy Swartz, Ed Harvey, Ellen Burr, Terri Carter,
and Bill Long.

Please contact Bill Baker (wbaklava@aol.com)
or Sharon Parker (sharon@overbrookpresb.org
to add names to the prayer list.

OPC SESSION MEMBERS:
Adam Hearlson, Moderator

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer
** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2022
Elizabeth Cosgriff
Bob Harden, Jr.
Linda Huff-Paul
Deborah Rottinger**
Eileen Wiggins**

Class of 2023
Keedra Carroll
Kevin Davis**
Solomon Hunter
Becky Lazo**
Nathalie May

Class of 2024
Herb Brabham**
Elizabeth Mendoza**
Brian Taussig-Lux
Christoph Von Andreae
Mimi Winkler

OPC DEACONS:
Bill Baker, Moderator, Board of Deacons
Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Mary Lou Ryce, Secretary
Class of 2022
Artia Benjamin**
Suchita Fiorillo**
Bill Baker
Bob Kaercher
Nickie Stokes**

** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2023
Peju Adebanjo**
Miriam Harden
Ginny Leagans
Leah Mayne
Jason Sheau

Class of 2024
Gloria Brabham
Nancy Gilhool**
Mike Rottinger
Mary Lou Ryce**
Will Schick

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151
Phone: 215-877-2744
Email: office@overbrookpresb.org
www.overbrookpresb.org
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music
Anthony Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry
Sharon Parker - Parish Care Associate
Lisa Faso - Office Manager
Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian
The Overbrook Quartet:
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Amanda Staub, alto;
Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass
“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively seeks to worship God, serving each
other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.”
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O Thou Who Camest from Above

700. I'm Gonna Live So God Can Use Me
Full Text

1 I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
2 I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
3 I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
4 I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!
I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime!

