Overbrook

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Worship Service
December 7, 2025
11:00 A.M.



Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church (on the Road)

We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning!

Notes on Today’s Service:

Leadership:
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor
Anthony M. Carrella, Director of Children and Family Ministries
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music
The Overbrook Choir
Toffer Mihalka, tenor

Today’s chancel flowers are given to the Glory of God.

Childcare is available during the worship service.
Worship is for all ages, but, should your infant or preschooler
become restless, excellent childcare is provided in the nursery.

Following worship today, please join us
for Fellowship Hour hosted by Stephanie Anthony.



*=Stand as you are able

GATHERING IN
PRELUDE

INTROIT John Yarrington
Lift up your heads (b.1943)

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

Leader: The prophet declares, “Comfort, O comfort my people... Prepare the way of the
Lord”
People: We light this candle as a sign of the peace Christ brings.
Leader: Inaworld of conflict and fear, God’s peace draws near.
People: Come, Lord Jesus, and make us instruments of your peace.
(The first and second candles are lit.)
All: O God of peace, quiet our hearts and still our fears.
Make straight your path within us,
that we may walk in your ways of justice and mercy.

Amen.
S HYMN (on next page) WINCHESTER NEW
On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry
WELCOME Adam Hearlson

PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE (unison) Davorka Sabljak
Inspired by 2 Peter 3 and Mark 1

Merciful God,

You call us to repentance and to readiness,

yet we confess that we grow drowsy in our waiting

and slow in our obedience.

You speak of new heavens and a new earth,

where righteousness makes its home;

but we cling to old ways, fearful of Your transforming fire.

Forgive us. By your spirit make a way where there is no way.

Teach us to live with humility, holiness, and hope as wait the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ.
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This hymn shows how once-unconnected parts can work together. The text about John the Baptist was
written in Latin in the 18th century and translated into English in the 19th century. Similarly, the 17th-
century melody was adapted to its present form in the 19th century.

The service continues on the previous page.




SILENT CONFESSION

EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE
SONG OF PRAISE (scated) AMEN (Pavlechko)
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A - men, a - men, a - men.
HEARING THE WORD

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 11:1-10 Davorka Sabljak

One: The Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.

BIBILCAL STORYTELLING Anthony Carrella

(Following the storytelling, older children ages (10-11) are encouraged to gather
together downstairs for our monthly fellowship and prayer circle.
Younger children may return to their pews or
proceed to the Prayerground. The nursery is also open for childcare.)

SOLO Felix Mendelssohn
“Hear Ye, Israel” from Elijah (1809-1847)
Iris Fairfax, soprano

Hear ye, Israel!
Hear what the Lord speaketh:
“Oh, hadst thou heeded my commandments!”
Who hath believed our report?
To whom is the arm of the Lord revealed?



NEW TESTAMENT Matthew 3:1-12 Adam Hearlson
One: The Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

SERMON “Living as Dragons” Adam Hearlson
<HYMN 0O-SO-SO
Come Now, O Prince of Peace
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1 Come now, O Prince of Peace; make us one bod - y.
2 Come now, O God of love; make us one bod - y.
3 Come now and set us free, O God, our Sav - ior
4 Come, hope of u - ni - ty; make us one bod - y.
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Originally created for a 1988 world conference for the peace and reunification of the Korean peninsula,
these four stanzas centering on peace, love, freedom, and unity demonstrate how texts for particular
situations can become hymns that speak deeply to shared human longings.



RESPONDING TO THE WORD

LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS Adam Hearlson

SHARING OF PEACE

One: The Peace of Christ be with you.

All:  And also with you.

INVITATION TO OFFERING

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING Zanaida Stewart Robles
Prepare the Way (b.1979)
The Overbrook Choir

Prepare the way, O Zion,
Your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley
A level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory,
Foretold in sacred story.

O blest is Christ that came
in God’s most holy name.

Christ brings God’s rule, O Zion;
He comes from heaven above.
His rule is peace and freedom,

And justice, truth, and love.

Lift high your praise resounding,

For grace and joy abounding,

He cometh not with warriors
And not with pompand show;
Yet smiteth He with power
Sin, death, and every foe.
The Spirit’s word He wieldeth,
Not e’en to death He yieldeth.

Fling wide your gates, O Zion;
Your Savior’s rule embrace,
And tidings of salvation
Proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow rejoicing,
Their adoration voicing.
Frans Mikael Franzel, adapt. Charles P. Price



+DOXOLOGY HYMN No. 607

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION Davorka Sabljak

God of comfort and peace,

You call us to prepare the way of the Lord.

Receive the gifts we offer

and use them to make Your paths straight in our world.
By Your Spirit, shape us for faithful service

as we await the coming of Christ

in righteousness and hope.

Amen.

THE LORD’S SUPPER
INVITATION TO THE TABLE Adam Hearlson

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

Leader: The Lord be with you.

People: And also with you.

Leader: Lift up your hearts.

People: We lift them up to the Lord.

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise...



SANCTUS HYMN No. 595
(sung twice: once in English and once in Spanish)
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My heartknows how to say to you: you are ho - ly, Lord!
Mi co - ra-zén te sa- be de-cir: jSan- to e-res, Se - fior!

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

FORETASTE OF THE HEAVENLY BANQUET



PRAYER OF GRATITUDE (unison)
adapted from a prayer of the Church of Scotland

We give you thanks, O Lord,

for this meal shared in the Spirit

with our brothers and sisters around the world.

May it strengthen us to be your people:

a people of courage,

a people of justice,

a people of hope.

Send us out in peace,

to proclaim your good news until all creation shares your feast.
Amen.

SENDING FORTH
*HYMN (on opposite page) ABERYSTWYTH
Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice
“*BENEDICTION Adam Hearlson
CHORAL RESPONSE Eric Thiman
Our soul waiteth for the Lord (1900-1975)
POSTLUDE

Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude.

Music Spotlight: Anthem at the Offering

™ h ' Zanaida Stewart Robles is an internationally recognized
composer, conductor, and singer. This piece sets the familiar
text, “Prepare the Way, O Zion,” to a newly composed tune,
which is treated in a number of different ways, including
unison, imitation, and four-part a cappella. Robles cites a
number of influences on this work from sources as varied as
Ralph Vaughan Williams, William Walton, and even John
Williams.
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call -ing us to makea cho1ce, bid - ding us to do God’s will:

Trust no  oth - er claim than those; set your heart on things a - bove.
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“Turn from sin and be bap-tized; cleanse your heart and mind and soul.
Soon the Lord will come in power, burn-ing clean the thresh-ing floor:
So we dare to jour-ney on, led by faith through ways un - trod,
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While all four gospels identify John the Baptist with the prophecy of Isaiah 40:3, this text (well set to a
vigorous Welsh tune) draws on the report of his preaching in Matthew 3:1-12. The final lines recall that he
was the first to name Jesus “the Lamb of God” (John 1:29, 36).



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS
When available, R codes to sign up or RSVP are located to the right of announcements.

Centering Prayer and Bible Study—December 10. Join us for these two
midweek programs, which take place in the OPC Conference Room. Centering
Prayer begins at 9:30 A.M., and Bible Study begins at 10:30 A.M.

Congregational Meeting—Sunday, December 14, after worship. The purpose
of this meeting will be to receive the report of the Nominating Committee posting
their slate of nominees for Elder, Deacon, and At-Large Members of the 2026
Nominating Committee. Since this is a Special Congregational Meeting, no other
business may be conducted except the business at hand.

An Advent Gift: The Poetry of Wendell Berry. Throughout SCAN HERE
Christianity, the season of Advent is a time of preparation, of {
watching and waiting for the birth of our Savior. It is also a time of
holy awe and an opportunity for spiritual discovery. During the
week of November 23, each OPC household received a special gift for Likga.
the new year, Heaven's Earthly Life: Wendell Berry and the Poetry of Advent. [=]v%
This special Advent gift is accessible online by scanning the QR code

or provided in a print version for those who so prefer. Supplementary
poetry will also be available online or in print versions. Print copies

are available on the greeting table at Penn Wynne. Together, may we
prayerfully celebrate the season of Advent.

Fellowship Hour Hosts Needed. If you would like to host but need  SIGN UP
some help, CLC can help provide assistance with food and supplies. { i
(Note that the coffee service is a separate ministry.) Fellowship Hour St
is an important part of Sunday mornings, and there are several Hg#
available slots this summer. If you would like more information or i
have any questions about this ministry, feel free to reach out to
clc@overbrookpresb.org.

Chancel Flowers—Donations needed. Please consider donating the Sunday
morning chancel flowers in honor/memory of a loved one or simply in a
celebration or thanksgiving for the many blessings we receive. The cost is $60.00,
but you may contribute what you wish. To sign up, follow this link:
https://tinyurl.com/2p8ecsur. There are three ways to pay for the flowers:

1. Logonto Realm: https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/give/flowers

2. Text “GIVEOPC FLOWERS $60.00” to 73256 to give using your mobile
device. This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel
further messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text



mailto:clc@overbrookpresb.org
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https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/give/flowers

HELP. Standard text message and data rates may apply.
3. Mail a check to the church office, Attn: Carol. Please indicate “Chancel
Flowers” in the memo of the check.

Each Sunday the chancel flowers are delivered by the deacons to OPC members
that are unable to be with us in person, celebrating a special milestone or in need
of “smile”

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa (manager@overbrookpresb.org)
or Carol (carol@overbrookpresb.org).

MusIC MINISTRY

Choir Rehearsals—Thursday Evenings. All are welcome to participate in the
music ministry here at Overbrook in a variety of ways. No rehearsals will take
place this week due to performances by the Philadelphia Gay Men’s Chorus,
which Chris accompanies.

The Overbrook Choir meets every Thursday from 7:30 to 9:00 P.M. in
the basement of OPC and sings every Sunday during worship. Feel free
to join us regardless of past experience!

The Overbrook Westminster Handbell Choir meets for several
Thursdays in a row before playing in worship; we are currently
rehearsing for our Christmas Eve service, and all are welcome. We
rehearse in the OPC basement from 6:30 to 7:15 P.M.

The Overbrook Gospel Choir will resume in January.

No prior experience is required! For more information, contact Chris Gage
(music@overbrookpresb.org).
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MISSION AND OUTREACH

This holiday season Mission and Outreach will provide several different ways to
share Christmas joy with children.

L.

Gemma Services (https://www.gemmaservices.org/), formerly
Presbyterian Children’s Village, provides comprehensive programs for
more than 3,000 youth and families, helping them to navigate challenging
times and reach their brightest futures. Programs include residential
treatment, the Martin Luther School, and community-based services
throughout Philadelphia and Delaware County.

e Donate a gift card. The most useful are $25 gift cards to
Amazon, ShopRite, Target and Walmart. A gift card will help a
family buy the perfect present for their child or provide their
family with a holiday meal.

e You may also shop from the 2025 Gift Wish List.SEE WISH LIST
Gifts should be new and unwrapped. Bring your !
gift cards or gifts to Fellowship Hour next week, [=]
December 7. Contact Jennifer =~ Watts b
(jwattsrn@gmail.com) for more information. E

Community Action Agency of Delaware County - all names have been
chosen, and an additional seven names were added for a total of 27
children sponsored. If you have sponsored please remember the
following;

e Complete the holiday shopping and return items to church by
December 14. Items can be wrapped or unwrapped, but they
must be brought together in a bag which conceals its contents.

e Gifts may be brought to Fellowship Hour or to Penn Wynne’s
parking lot after worship on any Sunday through December
14. Please contact Janet Bowker (jabowkerl001@gmail.com) if
you need to make different arrangements.

Norristown Hospitality Donations—This month, Norristown
delivery will be on Monday, December 15, and donations will be
due in worship the day before. There are still a few items needed
for this month’s donation. If you are able to contribute, scan the
QR code. For  details, contact Janet Bowker
(jabowkerl001@gmail.com).
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RETIRED PERSONS MINISTRY

The Holiday Elves Workshop—Friday, December 12, 10:00 A.M. to noon.
Come gather in the undercroft of The African Episcopal Church of St. Thomas
for morning snacks and holiday “magic-making.” We'll be crafting cards and
packing Christmas Care bags for delivery to at-home members of our
congregations and community. Even if you are not a crafter, please join us for the
conversation, fellowship... and good coffee. Christmas spirit is guaranteed!

The RPM Christmas Café—Friday, December 19, 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. All
are warmly welcome tojoin us for JOY: A Celebration of the Season. This special
holiday edition of the RPM Café will take place in Anderson Hall of The African
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas and feature the music and the message of this
holy season. Following the lunch buffet, there will be joyful noise, quiet
remembrance, and readings of the Christmas story from diverse religious and
cultural traditions. Please bring a friend for this time of seasonal celebration!

RPM is a mutual ministry of OPC and The African Episcopal Church of St.
Thomas; there is no cost to participate. RSVPs are appreciated. Please respond to
Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com) if you plan to attend.

Peace and joy to all!
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PRAYER LIST

Prayers for restoration of health for Beulah Wilson as faces medical challenges.
Prayers for Lois Davis and family as they mourn the death of Lois’s sister,
Jacqueline Cole.

Prayers for restoration of health for Jim Stephens, as he recovers from
complications from surgery.

Prayers for Janine and Matthew, friends of Jeff Bowker, as they deal with
personal issues.

Prayers for restoration of health for Ann Elise Lindgren as she recovers from a
fall.

Prayers for dignity, stability, and comfort for all those navigating changes in
government assistance programs.

Prayers for healing and restoration of strength for Alyce Marsh as she recovers
from a recent surgery.

Prayers of healing and strength for Desire Gumedzo, brother of Dela Geraldo.
Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Michael O'Hara, brother of
Miriam Harden.

Prayers of health and restoration for Richard Mayo, brother of Pat Ogundele
and uncle of Andrea Gosfield, as he continues his recovery at a long-term care
facility.

Prayers of healing and comfort for Kathy Katz, mother of Jason Katz and dear
friend of the Morris family, as she recovers from a stroke.

Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Beth Brawley’s mom, Patricia,
as she faces health challenges.

Prayers for restoration of health for Gail Kaercher as she faces new medical
challenges.

Prayers for Peggy Boatwright and her daughter as they face challenges
navigating decisions after fire spread through Peggy’s home.

Prayers for all who are facing health concerns, especially Brian Henderson,
Gwen Anthony, Scott Long, Vince Gilhool, Gwen Harden, Ed Harvey, Bette
Homer, Milton Stokes, Valerie Craig, Joan Moylan, Jim Moylan, Davorka
Sabljak and Natalie DeShields.

Please contact Mads at (deacons@overbrookpresb.org) or
Adam Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresh.org) to add names to the prayer list.
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OPC SESSION MEMBERS:
Adam Hearlson, Moderator

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027
Elizabeth Cosgriff**  Artia Benjamin Brian Burke
Bob Harden, Jr.** Joseph Blair Karen Testa
Janie Martin* Keedra Carroll** Brian Taussig-Lux**
Corinna Bowser Solomon Hunter**  Christoph Von Andreae**
Cheryl Davis Nathalie May** Mimi Winkler**

OPC DEACONS:

Mads Piatt Cosgriff and Denise Stewart, Co-Moderators, Board of Deacons

Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Zee Ann Mason, Secretary
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027

Dela Geraldo Denise Stewart Margene Biedermann
Sharon Elwell Miriam Harden** Mads Piatt Cosgriff
Bill Baker** Leah Mayne** Zee Ann Mason

Bob Kaercher** Jason Sheau** Mike Rottinger **
Philip Brown

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151
Phone: 215-877-2744 Email: office@overbrookpresb.org
www.overbrookpresb.org

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus
Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music
Anthony M. Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry
Artia Benjamin and Suchita Fiorillo - Co-Directors of Youth Ministry
Lisa Faso - Office Manager
Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary and Director of Programming

Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian

The Overbrook Quartet:
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Syrena Torres, alto;
Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Zimnoch, bass (interim)

“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively secks to worship God, serving each
other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.”



