
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Worship Service 
December 14, 2025 

11:00 A.M. 



Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church (on the Road) 
We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning! 

 

Notes on Today’s Service: 
 

Leadership: 
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor 

Calvin Marshall, Liturgist 
Anthony M. Carrella, Director of Children and Family Ministries 

Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music 
The Overbrook Choir 

 
Jazz Quartet: 

Gunnar Mossblad, saxophone 
Sam Nobles, bass 

Tom Palmer, piano 
Jonathan Whitney, drums 

All jazz selections today were arranged by Tom Palmer 
unless otherwise specified. 

 
Today’s chancel flowers are given by Ann Elise and Earl Lindgren  

in loving memory of their son, Hans Karl Lindgren.  
 

Childcare is available during the worship service. 
Worship is for all ages, but, should your infant or preschooler 
become restless, excellent childcare is provided in the nursery. 

 
Following worship today, please join us 

for Fellowship Hour hosted by Congregational Life Committee  
in honor of Penn Wynne’s session and  members. 

  



=Stand as you are able 
 

GATHERING IN 
 

PRELUDE  15th-century chant 
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 Jazz Quartet 
 
INTROIT  Eleanor Daley 
 My soul doth magnify the Lord (b. 1955) 
 
LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE Calvin Marshall 
 

Leader: The prophet proclaims, “Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O 
daughter Jerusalem!” 

People:  We light this candle as a sign of the joy we have in Christ. 
Leader:   The Lord draws near; our salvation is at hand. 
People:   Come, Lord Jesus, and renew our joy. 

(Light the first three candles.) 
All: O God of joy, brighten our spirits and gladden our hearts. 

May the light of Christ dispel our the shadows  
and lead us to praise your holy name. 
Amen. 

 
HYMN (on next two pages)  STAR OF THE COUNTY DOWN 
 My Soul Cries Out with a Joyful Shout 
 
WELCOME  Adam Hearlson
  
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE (unison) Calvin Marshall 
 

God of joy and justice, 
we confess that we have failed in thought and deed.  
Your light shines, but we hide in shadows. 
Your Spirit calls, but we do not listen. 
You send us to witness to your coming, 
yet we remain silent. 
Forgive us for what we have done and what we have left undone.  
Renew our hearts, 
that we may rejoice in your salvation 
and proclaim your light with courage and hope. 
Amen. 



 



 
The service continues on the page before the hymn. 

 

SILENT CONFESSION 
 

EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE 
 

SONG OF PRAISE (seated)  AMEN (Pavlechko) 

 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 

OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 146:5-10 Calvin Marshall 
One: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 



TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE  Anthony Carrella 
(Following the testimony of gratitude,  learners in Pre-K through Grade 5 

are encouraged to recess to Sunday School.) 
 
MUSIC  English folk song 
 What Child Is This arr. Vince Guaraldi 
 
NEW TESTAMENT Luke 1:46b-55 Adam Hearlson 
One: The Word of the Lord. 
All: Thanks be to God. 
 
TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE     Christopher Gage 
 
MUSIC  French folk song 
 ‘Twas in the Moon of Wintertime 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED   
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
  born of the Virgin Mary, 
 suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried; 
 he descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again; 
 he ascended into heaven, 
  he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
 and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
  



RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS  Adam Hearlson 
 
TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE  Artia Benjamin 
 
PRAYERS FOR PENN WYNNE  Adam Hearlson 
 
SHARING OF PEACE   
One: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 

TESTIMONY OF GRATITUDE  Adam Hearlson 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING   

 
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  J. S. Bach 
  Jesu, Joy of Our Desiring (1685-1750) 

The Overbrook Choir 
 

Jesu, joy of our desiring, 
Holy wisdom, love most bright; 

Drawn by Thee, our souls aspiring 
Soar to uncreated light. 

 
Word of God, our flesh that fashioned, 

With the fire of life impassioned, 
Striving still to truth unknown, 

Soaring, dying round Thy throne. 
 

Through the way where hope is guiding, 
Hark, what peaceful music rings; 

Where the flock, in Thee confiding, 
Drink of joy from deathless springs. 

 
Theirs is beauty's fairest pleasure; 

Theirs is wisdom's holiest treasure. 
Thou dost ever lead Thine own 

In the love of joys unknown. 
 
  



DOXOLOGY  HYMN No. 607 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God, all creatures here below, 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION  Calvin Marshall 
 

 

SENDING FORTH 
 

BLESSING FROM PENN WYNNE  Blessing Osazuwa 
  
HYMN (on next page)  BEREDEN VAG FOR HERRAN 
 Prepare the Way, O Zion 
 
BENEDICTION  Adam Hearlson 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE  Ann Ker 
 Praise the Lord! (1937-2018) 
 
POSTLUDE  Jester Hairston 
 Mary’s Boy Child 
 Jazz Quartet 
  

Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude. 
 
 



 
 

x 
  



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 
When available, QR codes to sign up or RSVP are located to the right of announcements. 

 
 
Congregational Meeting—immediately following worship. The 
purpose of this meeting will be to receive the report of the 
Nominating Committee posting their slate of nominees for Elders, 
and Deacons. Since this is a Special Congregational Meeting, no 
other business may be conducted except the business at hand. For a 
list of nominees please use the QR Code.  
 

SCAN 
↓ 

 

 
Returning to Our Building: Christmas Eve and Sunday Services 

 

We are blessed to be able to return to our church building beginning on 
Christmas Eve. Services will take place in Fellowship Hall, offering  a 
familiar and welcoming space for our gatherings while completing 
remaining work on the building. It is an accessible space, and there are 
restrooms 
 

The schedule of services on the 24th is as follows: 
• 4:00 P.M.—Annual Christmas Pageant 
• 7:00 P.M.—Candlelight Lessons and Carols 

Moving forward, Sunday morning services will continue to take place at 
11:00 A.M. 
 

We cannot wait to celebrate this Christmas season with all—home at 
last, and home together. 

 
Christmas Eve Cookies—donations requested. While Christmas 
Eve will look a little different, it will still be “sweet.” Please join the 
Congregational Life Committee in offering Christmas cookies to 
share. Tables will be set up in the Wistar Morris room ahead of the 
4:00 P.M. pageant and remain through the 7:00 P.M. service. Cookies 
can be brought to OPC that evening or dropped off a day ahead at 
the home of Karen Testa (364 Williams Road, Wynnewood). 
Contact Karen at 617-699-3727 or testawong@gmail.com. Please 
scan the QR code if you are able to contribute. 

SIGN UP 
↓ 

 

 
Centering Prayer and Bible Study—December 17. Join us for these two 
midweek programs, which take place in the OPC Conference Room. Centering 
Prayer begins at 9:30 A.M., and Bible Study begins at 10:30 A.M. 
  

mailto:testawong@gmail.com


Fellowship Hour Hosts Needed. If you would like to host but need 
some help, CLC can help provide assistance with food and supplies. 
(Note that the coffee service is a separate ministry.) Fellowship Hour 
is an important part of Sunday mornings, and there are several 
available slots this summer. If you would like more information or 
have any questions about this ministry, feel free to reach out to 
clc@overbrookpresb.org. 

SIGN UP 
↓ 

 

 
Chancel Flowers—Donations needed. Please consider donating the Sunday 
morning chancel flowers in honor/memory of a loved one or simply in a 
celebration or thanksgiving for the many blessings we receive. The cost is $60.00, 
but you may contribute what you wish. To sign up, follow this link: 
https://tinyurl.com/2p8ecsur. There are three ways to pay for the flowers:  
 

1. Log onto Realm: https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/give/flowers 
2. Text “GIVEOPC FLOWERS $60.00” to 73256 to give using your mobile 

device. This number will never send unsolicited texts to you. To cancel 
further messages, text STOP. If you need assistance with text giving, text 
HELP. Standard text message and data rates may apply. 

3. Mail a check to the church office, Attn: Carol. Please indicate “Chancel 
Flowers” in the memo of the check. 

 
Each Sunday the chancel flowers are delivered by the deacons to OPC members 
that are unable to be with us in person, celebrating a special milestone or in need 
of “smile” 
 
 

If you have any questions, please contact Lisa (manager@overbrookpresb.org) 
or Carol (carol@overbrookpresb.org). 

 
MUSIC MINISTRY 

 
Choir Rehearsals—Thursday Evenings. All are welcome to participate in the 
music ministry here at Overbrook in a variety of ways. 
 

The Overbrook Choir meets every Thursday from 7:30 to 9:00 P.M. in 
the basement of OPC and sings every Sunday during worship. Feel free 
to join us regardless of past experience! 
 

The Overbrook Westminster Handbell Choir meets for several 
Thursdays in a row before playing in worship. We rehearse in the OPC 
basement from 6:30 to 7:15 P.M. 
 

The Overbrook Gospel Choir will resume in January. 
 

No prior experience is required! For more information, contact Chris Gage.  

mailto:clc@overbrookpresb.org
https://tinyurl.com/2p8ecsur
https://onrealm.org/overbrookpresb/give/flowers
mailto:manager@overbrookpresb.org
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FINANCE COMMITTEE 
 

As the year comes to a close, we invite you to consider a year-end gift to OPC. 
Your contributions sustain our ministries and enable us to continue shining 
Christ’s light into the world. 
 
Here are a few ways your giving could bless OPC: 
 
• Submit or update your pledge for 2026. Your pledge helps 

us faithfully plan for the year ahead. You can make your 
estimate by scanning the QR code. 

 
• Fulfill your 2025 pledge. Completing your commitment 

ensures we meet this year’s financial goals. To check your 
pledge balance, you may contact Carol Rozmiarek 
(carol@overbrookpresb.org). 

 
 
• Support our annual apportionment. A gift of $32 per 

member helps cover our share of the presbytery’s work, 
which extends OPC’s mission far and wide. You can donate 
for apportionment by scanning the QR code. 

 
 
• Gifts of any size can be made online by scanning the QR 

code or can be mailed to the church office at 6376 City Ave, 
Philadelphia, PA 19151. Please note that all 2025 gifts need 
to be postmarked by 12/31/25. 

2026 PLEDGE 
↓ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
APPORTIONMENT 

↓ 

 
 
 

GIVE NOW 
↓ 

 
 
 

 
Your generosity fuels the mission of Overbrook Presbyterian Church and makes 
it possible for us to reflect God’s love in all we do. Thank you for being an integral 
part of this faith community and for helping us carry the light of Christmas into 
the new year. May the peace, joy, and hope of Christ’s birth fill your hearts and 
homes this season and always. 
  

mailto:carol@overbrookpresb.org


MISSION AND OUTREACH 
 
Life Center of Eastern Delaware County—Tuesday, December 30. On the 5th 
Sunday of this month, we will serve dinner to the residents of the Life Center. 
The meal has been prepared by the Retired Persons Ministry; we are now looking 
for volunteers to serve the meal. Contact Sharon (sparker614@gmail.com) if you 
would like to volunteer. 

 
RETIRED PERSONS MINISTRY 

 
The RPM Christmas Café—Friday, December 19, 11:30 A.M. to 1:00 P.M. All 
are warmly welcome to join us for JOY: A Celebration of the Season. This special 
holiday edition of the RPM Café will take place in Anderson Hall of The African 
Episcopal Church of St. Thomas and feature the music and the message of this 
holy season. Following the lunch buffet, there will be joyful noise, quiet 
remembrance, and readings of the Christmas story from diverse religious and 
cultural traditions. Please bring a friend for this time of seasonal celebration! 
 
RPM is a mutual ministry of OPC and The African Episcopal Church of St. 
Thomas; there is no cost to participate. RSVPs are appreciated. Please respond to 
Sharon Parker (sparker614@gmail.com) if you plan to attend. 
 
Peace and joy to all!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:sparker614@gmail.com
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PRAYER LIST 
 

• Prayers for Nickie Stokes and her family as they mourn the death of Milton 
Stokes.  

• Prayers for restoration of health for Beulah Wilson as faces medical challenges. 
• Prayers for Lois Davis and family as they mourn the death of Lois’s sister, 

Jacqueline Cole. 
• Prayers for strength and comfort for  Jim Stephens and his family as he battles 

with his recent diagnosis of ALS.  
• Prayers for Janine and Matthew, friends of Jeff Bowker, as they deal with 

personal issues.  
• Prayers for restoration of health for Ann Elise Lindgren as she recovers from a 

fall. 
• Prayers for dignity, stability, and comfort for all those navigating changes in 

government assistance programs. 
• Prayers for healing and restoration of strength for Alyce Marsh as she recovers 

from a recent surgery. 
• Prayers of healing and strength for Desire Gumedzo, brother of Dela Geraldo. 
• Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Michael O’Hara, brother of 

Miriam Harden. 
• Prayers of health and restoration for Richard Mayo, brother of Pat Ogundele 

and uncle of Andrea Gosfield, as he continues his recovery at a long-term care 
facility. 

• Prayers of healing and comfort for Kathy Katz, mother of Jason Katz and dear 
friend of the Morris family, as she recovers from a stroke. 

• Prayers for restoration of health and comfort for Beth Brawley’s mom, Patricia, 
as she faces health challenges. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for Gail Kaercher as she faces new medical 
challenges. 

• Prayers for Peggy Boatwright and her daughter as they face challenges 
navigating decisions after fire spread through Peggy’s home. 

• Prayers for all who are facing health concerns, especially Brian Henderson, 
Gwen Anthony, Scott Long, Vince Gilhool, Gwen Harden, Ed Harvey, Bette 
Homer, Milton Stokes, Valerie Craig, Joan Moylan, Jim Moylan, Davorka 
Sabljak and Natalie DeShields. 

 
Please contact Mads at  (deacons@overbrookpresb.org) or 

Adam Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresb.org) to add names to the prayer list. 
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OPC SESSION MEMBERS: 
Adam Hearlson, Moderator 

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer 
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
Elizabeth Cosgriff** Artia Benjamin Brian Burke 
Bob Harden, Jr.** Joseph Blair Karen Testa 
Janie Martin* Keedra Carroll** Brian Taussig-Lux** 
Corinna Bowser Solomon Hunter** Christoph Von Andreae** 
Cheryl Davis Nathalie May** Mimi Winkler** 

 

OPC DEACONS: 
Mads Piatt Cosgriff and Denise Stewart, Co-Moderators, Board of Deacons 

Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Zee Ann Mason, Secretary 
* indicates one-year term; ** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2025 Class of 2026 Class of 2027 
Dela Geraldo Denise Stewart Margene Biedermann 
Sharon Elwell Miriam Harden** Mads Piatt Cosgriff 
Bill Baker** Leah Mayne** Zee Ann Mason 
Bob Kaercher** Jason Sheau** Mike Rottinger ** 
Philip Brown   

 

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19151 

Phone: 215-877-2744 Email: office@overbrookpresb.org 
www.overbrookpresb.org 

 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor 
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus 

Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music 
Anthony M. Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry  

Artia Benjamin and Suchita Fiorillo - Co-Directors of Youth Ministry 
Lisa Faso - Office Manager 

Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary and Director of Programming 
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian 

 

The Overbrook Quartet: 
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Syrena Torres, alto;  

Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Zimnoch, bass (interim) 

 

 
“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively seeks to worship God, serving each 

other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.” 
 

 


