
Overbrook Presbyterian 
Church 

 
 
 
 

 
Saul and the Witch of Endor, Benjamin West, 1777 

 
 

Worship Service 
August 14, 2022 

10:30 a.m. 



Welcome to Overbrook Presbyterian Church 
We are glad you are worshiping with us this morning! 

 

Notes on Today’s Service 
 

If you are a visitor, we invite you to fill out a card in the pew rack and 
place it in the offering plate. 
 

Leading Worship Today: 
The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson, Pastor 

Hannah Lazo, Liturgist 
Dr. Christopher Gage, Director of Music 

The Overbrook Summer Choir 
Iris Fairfax, soprano 

 
Today’s chancel flowers are given  

in loving memory of Annie Geers by Laurie Geers. 
 

Ushers: Robert Harden, Jr., Kevin Davis, Davorka Sabljak,  
Aimerie Scherluebbe, Will Schick and Trudy Sheau  

 
Childcare is available during the worship service. Worship is for all ages, but 
should your infant or preschooler become restless during worship, excellent 

childcare is provided in our nursery. 
 
 

Large Print Bulletins and Hymns are Available. 
Please speak to one of the ushers if you have special needs. 

 

 

Following worship today, please join us for Fellowship Hour 
in the Wistar Morris room hosted by Brian Taussig Lux.  

All are welcome! 
 
 



 Please enter the sanctuary in a spirit of reverence as we prepare for worship 
and remember to silence all cell phones before the service. 

=Stand as you are able 
 

GATHERING IN 
 

PRELUDE  J. S. Bach 
 Liebster Jesu, wir sind hier (1685-1750) 
 (“Blessed Jesus, We Are Here”) 
  
CALL TO WORSHIP  Hannah Lazo 
 

Leader: In your wisdom, O God, you call us here to worship you. 
People: We gather, alive to the Word of God. 
Leader: You call us to be fully alive with your life abundant, 
 ready to listen and respond with heart, soul, strength, and mind.  
People: We listen, alive to the Word of God. 
Leader: You call us to be always watchful for your Word of wisdom, 

sometimes startling and unexpected, 
 sometimes still and quiet, 
 but always dwelling among us. 
All:  We watch and wait for the Word of God 
 
HYMN No. 747  KINGSFOLD 
 Today We Are All Called to Be Disciples 
 

WELCOME  Adam Hearlson 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND COURAGE (unison) Hannah Lazo 
 

God of judgment and grace,  
you ask not for sacrifices 
but lives of trusting faith.  
You ask for hearts that care for the orphaned, 
hearts that yearn for justice, 
hearts that burn for the oppressed.  
Forgive us, O God, when we compromise our call, 
and when we ignore your people. 
Have mercy when we are distracted by small things. 
Pardon us when our worship becomes rote and shallow. 
Restore to us a fire to love your people as you do, 
And cover us in grace as we learn what it means to be your people. 
  



SILENT CONFESSION 
 
EMBRACING GOD’S GRACE   
 
GLORIA PATRI  HYMN No. 581 
 

 Glory be to the Father, 
 and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen, amen. 
 

HEARING THE WORD 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION    
 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 28:3-10 Hannah Lazo 
The Word of the Lord.  Pew Bible, p. 260 
Thanks be to God. 
 

BIBLICAL STORYTELLING  Anthony Carrella 
(Following the storytelling, all children are welcome to remain in worship, should 

parents so wish. Our nursery remains open for childcare following the storytelling.) 
 
SOLO  arr. Florence B. Price 
 My Soul’s Been Anchored in the Lord (1887-1953) 
 Iris Fairfax, soprano 
 

In de Lord, in de Lord, 
My soul’s been anchored in de Lord. 

In de Lord, in de Lord, 
My soul’s been anchored in de Lord. 

 
Befo’ I’d stay in hell one day, 

My soul’s been anchored in de Lord; 
I’d sing an’ pray myself away, 

My soul’s been anchored in de Lord. 
 

I’m goin’ to pray an’ never stop, 
My soul’s been anchored in de Lord; 
Until I’ve reached the mountain top, 
My soul’s been anchored in de Lord. 

African-American Spiritual 
  



OLD TESTAMENT 1 Samuel 28:10-19 Adam Hearlson 
The Word of the Lord.  Pew Bible, p. 260 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SERMON “Weird Bible! Witches, Ghosts, and Kings” Adam Hearlson 
  
HYMN No. 691  LAND OF REST 
 Lord, When I Came into This Life 

 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostles’ Creed)  
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

 
LIFE AT THE CROSSROADS  Adam Hearlson 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE    
 
  



THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, 

as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever. Amen 
 
SHARING OF PEACE   
One: The Peace of Christ be with you. 
All: And also with you. 
 
INVITATION TO OFFERING   

(If you wish to leave an offering, we encourage you to use 
the offering plate by the lectern as you depart the Sanctuary.) 

 
OFFERING  Arlen Clarke 
 Help Lord, My Faith (b. 1954) 
 The Overbrook Summer Choir 
 

Help Lord, my faith, my hope increase, 
and fill my portion in thy peace, 

live ever Bread of love and be 
my life, my soul, my surer self to me. 

 
Come love, come Lord, and that long day 

for which I languish, come away, 
when this dry soul those eyes shall see, 
and drink the unsealed source of thee. 

 
Rise Royal Sion, rise and sing, 

thy souls kind shepherd, thy hearts king, 
Give love for life nor let my day grow, 

but in new powers to thy name, and praise. 
The Hymn of St. Thomas Aquinas, trans. Richard Crashaw (1613-49) 

  



DOXOLOGY  HYMN No. 607 
 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow, 
 Praise God, all creatures here below, 
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host, 
 Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 
 
PRAYER OF DEDICATION                                                     Hannah Lazo 
 

God, may we be people of faith. As we give and as we receive, may we 
remember that the world resides in your hands. In our giving, may we 
learn what it means to let you be in control. Amen 

 
SENDING FORTH 

 
HYMN No. 309  ABBOT’S LEIGH 
   Come, Great God of All the Ages 
 
BENEDICTION  Adam Hearlson 
 
CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE HYMN No. 541, stanza 1 
 God be with you till we meet again; 
 loving counsels guide, uphold you, 
 with a shepherd’s care enfold you: 
 God be with you till we meet again. 
 
POSTLUDE  Théodore Salomé 
 Grand Chœur in C (1834-1896) 
  

Please depart quietly for those who wish to listen to the postlude. 
 

Music Spotlight: Solo 
 

Florence Price (1887-1953) was the first African-American woman to be 
recognized as a symphonic composer and the first to have a composition played 
by a major orchestra, having had her First Symphony performed by the Chicago 
Symphony Orchestra in 1933. In this arrangement of “My Soul’s Been Anchored 
in the Lord,” colorful harmonies and lilting rhythms highlight the text, which is 
“anchored” by the bass line in the accompaniment. 
  



GENERAL ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS 
 
RPM Café  Friday, August 26,  11:30-1:00 PM   The RPM  Café will be open for 
business...and the business is good spirited fellowship, a shared meal, and an 
engaging discussion.  The menu for the day will include:  choice of soup, 
beverages, fresh fruit, and dessert.  BYO favorite sandwich/salad..  Following 
lunch, we'll all have the opportunity to participate in documenting history as it 
unfolds.  Our discussion topic for the day is  Living History: How COVID has shaped 
our lives and our sense of community.  Our shared thoughts will become part of the OPC 
historical archive.  Please join us for this special legacy program.  RPM is a Parish 
Care Ministry; there is no charge to participate.  Friends are always warmly 
welcomed. 
 
 
Red Cross Blood Drive—Friday, September 2, 12:00 to 5:00 p.m. in the Wistar 
Morris Room. There are two ways to schedule an appointment: 

1- Call 1-800-733-2767. 
2- Visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter Overbrook Presbyterian Church to 

schedule an appointment. 
If you need help, please do not hesitate to contact Suchita Fiorillo or the office. 
 
Fellowship Hour. If you would like to host a Fellowship Hour, please see the 
sign-up sheet in the Wistar Morris Room or contact Artia Benjamin for more 
information. We are currently in need of hosts for the following dates: August 21 
and 28.   
 
Norristown Hospitality Center. For those interested in donating food to the 
Norristown Hospitality Center, all food should be donated by, Sunday, August 
21.    Delivery of food will be on Monday, August 22nd.   
 

CHILDREN AND FAMILY MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Last Playground Hangout—Thursday, September 1, 5:00 to 7:30 p.m. Get 
ready to play! Our last hangout this summer for kids, friends, parents, and 
neighbors will take place at Freedom Playground (9000 Parkview Dr., 
Haverford). We will have a cooler of water, ice pops, games, and a first aid kit. 
Families can bring themselves and things to make them comfortable, such as 
lawn chairs and blankets.  
  



YOUTH MINISTRY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
• Youth Mission Trip—September 23-26: All youth Grades 6-12 are welcome 

to join us on the youth mission trip to “The Center” in Baltimore MD.  Because 
of the generosity of community members, the price has been reduced by $100 
and is $150 per youth (this price includes room/board, transportation, and 
meals). Scholarships are available.  To learn more about the Center and what 
it does, please visit their website: https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/. 
 
Registration is now open, please scan the QR code for more information, 
forms and to register. 

 
 
We are also in need of adult chaperones, if you are interested in being a 
chaperone, please contact Pastor Adam.   

 
 
• Fall Youth Sunday School—Teachers Needed! In the fall, the church will 

begin offering Sunday School for our youth grades 6-12 on each Sunday except 
for communion Sundays. After the sermon, the youth will depart for Sunday 
School until 12:30 p.m. We will continue to hold our First Sunday gatherings 
on communion Sundays. To support this important ministry, we are looking 
for regular Youth Sunday School teachers. Do you like teenagers? Do you find 
them funny and inspiring? Would you like to talk with some of the most 
interesting and passionate people in this church? Would you like to teach and 
learn alongside our youth? Then come and be a Youth Sunday School teacher. 
If you have interest in serving in this ministry, please reach out to Adam 
Hearlson (adam@overbrookpresb.org). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.thecenterbaltimore.org/
mailto:adam@overbrookpresb.org


 
JOB OPPORTUNITY:  
Sunday Morning Tech Assistant 
Do you know someone who loves computers? Do you know someone who feels at 
home among wires, screens, and sound boards? Is there someone in your life for 
whom technology just makes sense? Wonderful! We need their help.  Are you the 
person who loves technology? Even better! 
 
OPC is hiring a few people to serve as our Sunday Morning Tech Assistants!  
 
Ideally, we are looking for two or three reliable people to share the weekly task of 
running our live stream and assisting with all our tech needs on Sunday Morning. 
This job is open to anyone, especially teenagers looking for extra cash.  Pay starts 
at $17/ hour. If you or someone you know is interested, please email Adam at 
adam@overbrookpresb.org.  

ONGOING WEEKLY OPPORTUNITIES 
 
The Work of the Church continues, and we continue to create programming for 
our community. 
 

Tuesday Women’s Prayer & Support Group—7:30 a.m. 
Join https://bit.ly/3yxD2F4 or call 646-558-8656, 
Meeting ID: 932 4865 5338 
 

Wednesday Bible Study—10:30 a.m. (both in person and online)  
Join https://tinyurl.com/46n54thm or call 646-558-8656, 
Meeting ID: 894 5497 9360 

 
  

https://bit.ly/3yxD2F4
https://tinyurl.com/46n54thm


Prayer List 
 

• Prayers of comfort and consolation for Solomon Hunter and his family 
on the recent death of Solomon's mother 

• Prayers of comfort and consolation for Chris Gage and his family on the 
recent death of Wayne Gage, loving husband and father. 

• Prayers for comfort and restoration of health for Margaret 
Young's  great-grandson, Yusef, who underwent surgery at Children's 
Hospital on Thursday. 

• Prayers for peace and restoration of health for Ed Harvey who is under 
medical care for lung problems. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for Terri Carter who has been 
hospitalized with pneumonia. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for Davorka Sabljak, who is recovering 
from a concussion. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for all in our church family who have 
contracted COVID. 

• Prayers for restoration of health for Mike and Cindy, members of Ginny 
Leagans' extended family. 

• Prayers for all who face health challenges, especially Aimerie 
Scherluebbe, Susan Leach, Ernestine Harris, Caroline Skinner, Aqueelah 
Folwell, Stephanie Stokes, Judy Swartz,  Alyce Marsh, Ellen Burr, Bill 
and Jean Long, and Martha Brown. 

•  Prayers for Stephanie Morris and her family. 
• Prayers of hope and strength for all who are experiencing challenges and 

transitions in their personal lives. 
 
 

Please contact Bill Baker (wbaklava@aol.com) or Sharon Parker 
(sharon@overbrookpresb.org) to add names to the prayer list. 

  

mailto:sharon@overbrookpresb.org


OPC SESSION MEMBERS: 
Adam Hearlson, Moderator 

Raelyn Harman, Clerk of Session; Stephanie Morris, Treasurer 
** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024 
Elizabeth Cosgriff Keedra Carroll Herb Brabham** 
Bob Harden, Jr. Kevin Davis** Elizabeth Mendoza** 
Linda Huff-Paul Solomon Hunter Brian Taussig-Lux 
Deborah Rottinger** Becky Lazo** Christoph Von Andreae 
Eileen Wiggins** Nathalie May Mimi Winkler 

 

OPC DEACONS: 
Bill Baker, Moderator, Board of Deacons 

Jason Sheau, Treasurer; Mary Lou Ryce, Secretary 
** indicates second consecutive term 

Class of 2022 Class of 2023 Class of 2024  
Artia Benjamin** Peju Adebanjo** Gloria Brabham 
Suchita Fiorillo** Miriam Harden Nancy Gilhool** 
Bill Baker Ginny Leagans Mike Rottinger 
Bob Kaercher Leah Mayne Mary Lou Ryce** 
Nickie Stokes** Jason Sheau Will Schick 

 

OVERBROOK PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
6376 City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA  19151 

Phone: 215-877-2744  Email: office@overbrookpresb.org 
www.overbrookpresb.org 

 

The Rev. Dr. Adam Hearlson - Pastor 
The Rev. David McMillan - Pastor Emeritus 

Dr. Christopher Gage - Director of Music 
Anthony Carrella - Director of Children and Family Ministry  

Sharon Parker - Parish Care Associate 
Lisa Faso - Office Manager 

Carol Rozmiarek - Financial Secretary 
Leonard Robbins - Church Custodian 

 

The Overbrook Quartet: 
Iris Fairfax, soprano; Allison Chang, alto;  

Toffer Mihalka, tenor; Matthew Lulofs, bass 

 
 

 
“Overbrook Presbyterian Church actively seeks to worship God, serving each 

other and the world through a welcoming, loving, and inclusive ministry.” 
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